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not within our province to inquire. We shall, no 
doubt, in due time, learn this from the editors of 
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Advertiſement. 


HIS Edition of the Dunciad is 

publiſhed for the ſame reaſon that 
the Editor, ſome time ago, publiſhed the 
Eſſay on Man, to prevent ſurreptitious 
and pirated Editions, to the injury both 
of the Proprietor and the Purchaſer. 
As theſe two Works are, in their ſeveral 
kinds, complete, and independent on any 


other, they will (for the purpoſe above- 


mentioned) be always ſeparately con- 
tinued in ſale. 
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MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS 
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HIS Poem, as it celebrateth the moſt grave and 
ancient of things, Chaos, Night, and Dulneſs ; 

ſo is it of the moſt grave and ancient kind. Homer 
(faith Ariſtotle) was the. firſt who gave the Form, and 
(faith Horace) who adapted the Meaſure, to heroic poeſy. 
But even before this, may be rationally preſumed from 
what the ancients have left written, was a piece by Ho- 
mer compoſed, of like nature and matter with this of 
our poet. For of Epic ſort it appeareth to have been, 
yet of matter ſurely not unpleaſant, witneſs what is re- 
ported of it by the Learned Archbiſhop Euſtathius, in 
Odyſſ. x. And accordingly Ariſtotle, ,in his Poetic, 


chap. iv. doth further ſet forth, that as the Iliad and 


Odyſſey gave example to Tragedy, io did this Poem to 
Comedy its firſt idea. x | 

From theſe authors alſo it ſhould ſeem, that the He- 
ro, or chief perſonage of it was no leſs obſcure, and his 
underſtanding and ſentiments no leſs quaint and ftrangs 
| a 3 | 
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(if indeed not more ſo) than any of the actors of our 
Poem. MarGiTEs was the name of this perſonage, 
whom antiquity recordeth to have been Dunce the firſt ; 
and ſurely from what we hear of him, not unworthy to 
be the root of ſo ſpreading a tree, and ſo numerous a po- 
ſterity. The Poem therefore celebrating him, was pro- 
perly and abſolutely a Dunciad; which though now un- 
happily loſt, yet is its nature ſufficiently known by the 
infallible tokens aforeſaid. And thus it doth appear, 
that the firſt Dunciad was the firſt Epic poem, written 
by Homer himſelf, and anterior even to the Iliad or O- 
dyſſey. 

Now, foraſmuch as our Poet had tranſlated thoſe two 
famous works of Homer which are yet left, he did 
conceive it in ſome ſort his duty to imitate that alſo 
which was loſt: And was therefore induced to beſtow 
on it the ſame form which Homer's is reported to have 
had, namely that of Epic poem, with a title alſo framed 
ne the ancient Greek manner, to wit, that of Dun- 
cid d. | 
_ Wonderful it is, that ſo few of the moderns have been 
ſuimulated to attempt ſome Dunciad ! Since in the opi- 
nion of the niultitude, it might coſt leſs pain and oil, 


than an imitation of the greater Epic. But poſſible it is 


alſo, that on due reflection, the maker might find it 
eaſier to paint a Charlemagne, a Brute, or a Godfrey, 
with juit pomp and dignity heroic, than a Margites, a 
Codrus, or a Fleckno. 

We ſhall next declare the occaſion and the cauſe 
which moved our Poet to this particular work. He lived 
in thoſe days, when (after Providence had permitted the 
Invention of Printing as a ſcourge for the fins of the 
learned) Paper alſo became fo cheap, and Printers ſo nu- 
merous, that a deluge of Authors covered the land: 
Whereby not only the peace of the honeſt unwriting 


of the POE u. xxiii 


ſubject was daily moleſted, but unmerciful demands were 
made of his applauſe, yea of his money, by ſuch as would 


neither earn the one, nor deſerve the other: At the 
ſame time, the Liberty of the Preſs was ſo unlimited, 


that it grew dangerous to refuſe them either; for they 
would forthwith publiſh ſlanders unpuniſhed, the authors 
being anonymous; nay the immediate publiſhers there- 
of lay ſkulking under the wings of an act of Parliament, 
aſſuredly intended for better purpoſes. 


Now our author, living in thoſe times, did con- 


ceive it an endeavour well worthy an honeſt Satyriſt, 
to diſſuade the dull, and puniſh the malicious, the only 
bay that was left. In that public-ſpirited view he 
laid the plan of this Poem, as the greateſt ſervice he 
was capable (without much hurt, or being flain) to 
render his dear country. Firſt, taking things from their 
Original, he conſidereth the Cauſes creative of ſuch Au- 


thors, namely Dulneſs and Poverty; the one born with 


them, the other contracted, by neglect of their proper 
talents, through ſelf-conceit of greater abilities. This 
truth he wrappeth in an Allegoryb (as the conſtruction 
of Epic poeſy requireth) and 2 that one of theſe 
Goddeſſes had taken up her abode with the other, and 
that they jointly inſpired all ſuch writers and ſuch works. 
© He proceedeth to ſhew the qualities they beſtow on theſe 


authors, and the eds they produce d: Then the materials, 


or ſtock, with which they furniſh theme; and (above 


all) that /e/F-opinion', which cauſeth it to ſeem to them- 
ſelves vaſtly greater than it is, and is the prime motive 


of their ſetting up in this fad and ſorry merchandice. 
The great power of theſe Goddeſſes acting in alliance 


(whereof as the one is the mother of Induſtry,” ſo is 


a Vide Boſſu, Du Poeme Epique, ch. viii» b Ibid. chap» vi. 
© Book i. Y 32, &c. d * 45 to 52. 757 to 75» 
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the other of Plodding) was to be exemplified in ſome one, 
great and remarkable Action. & And none could be more 
ſo than that which our poet hath choſen, viz. the Re- 
ſtoration of the Reign of Chaos and Night, by the mi- 
niſtry of Dulneſs their daughter, in the removal of her 
Imperial Seat from the City to, the polite World; as 
the Action of the Æneid is the Reſtoration of the Em- 
pire of Troy, by the removal of the Race from thence 
to Latium. But as Homer ſinging only the Wrath of 
Achilles, yet includes in his poem the whole hiſtory 
of the Trojan war; in like manner our author hath 
drawn into this ſingle action the whole hiſtory of Dul- 
neſs and her children. | 
A Perſon muſt next be fixed upon to ſupport this Action. 
This Phantom in the poet's mind, muſt have a Name b; 
he finds it to be —; and he becomes of courle the 
Hero of the poem. | 10 
The Fable being thus, according to the beſt example, 
one and entire, as contained in the Propoſition; the 
Machinery is a continued chain of Allegories, ſetting 
forth the whole power, miniſtry, and empire of Dul- 
neſs, extended through her fubordinate inſtruments, 
in all her various operations. 
This is branched into Epiſodes, each of which hath its 
Moral apart, though all conducive to the main end. 
The Crowd aſſembled in the ſecond book, demonſtrates 
the deſign to be more extenſive than to bad Poets only, 
and that we may expect other Epiſodes, of the Patrons, 
Encouragers, or Paymaſters of ſuch authors, as occa- 
Hon ſhall bring them forth. And the third book, if 
well conſidered, ſeemeth to embrace the whole World: 
Each of the Games relateth to ſome or other vile claſs 


{4 Boſſu, chap. vii, vi | | k Boſſu, chap. viii. Vide Ariſtot. ; 
Poetic. cap. ix. 8 e 


” 
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of writers: The firſt concerneth the Plagiary, to whom 
he giveth the name of More; the ſecond the libellous 
Novelliſt, whom he ſtyleth Eliza; the third, the flat - 
tering Dedicator; the fourth, the bawling Critic, or 
noiſy Poet; the fifth, the dark and dirty Party- writer; 
and ſo of the reſt; aſſigning to each ſome proper name 
or other, ſuch as he could find. 

As for the Characters, the public hath already ac- 
knowledged how juſtly they are drawn: The manners 
are ſo depicted, and the ſentiments ſo peculiar to thoſe . 
to whom applied, that ſurely to transfer them to any 
other, or wiſer Perſonages, would be exceeding difficult: 
And certain it is that every perſon concerned, be- 
ing conſulted apart, hath readily owned the reſemblance 
of every portrait, his own excepted. So Mr. Cibber 
himſelf (Letter to Mr. P. p. 41)“ I cannot help think- * 
ing your wit is more remarkably bare and barren, 
whenever it would fall foul on Cibber, than upon 
any other Perſon or occaſion whatever.” 

The Deſcriptions are ſingular, the Compariſons very 
quaint, the Narration various, yet of one colour: The 
purity and chaſtity of Dictian is ſo preſerved, that in 
the places moſt ſuſpicious, not the words, but only the 
images have been cenſured, and yet are thoſe images 
no other than have been ſanctiſied by ancient and claſ- 
ſical Authority, though (as was the manner of thoſe 
good times) not ſo curiouſly wrapped up: Yea, and 
82 upon by moſt grave Doctors, and approved 

ritics 

As it beareth the name of Epic, it is thereby ſubjected 
to ſuch ſevere indiſpenſable rules as are laid on all Ne- 
oterics, a ſtrict imitation of the Ancients; inſomuch that 
any deviation accompanied with whatever poetic beauties, 
hath always been cenſured by the ſound Critic, How W 
exact that Imitation hath been in this piece, appear- 
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eth not only by its general ſtructure, but by particular 
alluſions infinite, many whereof have eſcaped both the 
commentator and poet himſelf; yea divers by his exceed- 
ing diligence are ſo altered and interwoven with the reſt, 
that ſeveral have already been, and more will be, by 
the ignorant abuſed, as altogether and originally his 
own. 

In a word, the whole poem proveth itſelf to be the 
work of our Author, when his faculties were in full vi- 
gour and perfection; at that exact time when years have 
ripened the Judgment, without diminiſhing the Imagi- 
nation: which, by good critics, is held to be panQual- 
ly at forty. For, at that ſeaſon it was that Virgil finiſh- 
ed his Georgics ; and fir Richard Blackmore at the like 
age compoſing his Arthurs, declared the fame to be the 
very Acme and pitch of life for Epic poeſy: Though 
. fince he hath altered it to fxty, the year in which he 
publiſhed his Alfred i. True it is, that the talents for 
Criticiſm, namely ſmartneſs, quick cenſure, vivacity of 
remark, certainty of aſſeveration, indeed all but acerbi- 
. ty, ſeem rather the gifts of Youth than of riper age. 
Bat it is far otherwiſe in Poetry; witneſs the works of 
Mr. Rymer and Mr. Dennis, who beginning with Cri- 
ticiſm, became afterwards ſach Poets as no age hath pa- 
ralleled. With good reaſon therefore did our author 
chuſe to write his Eſſay on that ſubject at twenty, and 
reſerve for his maturer years this great and wonderful 
work of the Dunciad. | 


WF i See his Eſſays. 


RICARDUS ARISTARCHUS 


OF THE 


HERO of the POEM. 


O F the Nature of Dunciad in general, whence de- 
rived, and on what authority founded, as well as 
of the art and conduct of this our Poem in particular, 
the learned and laborious Scriblerus hath, according to 
his manner, and with tolerable ſhare of judgment, diſ- 
ſertated. But when he cometh to ſpeak of the Per/on of 
the Hero fitted for ſuch Poem, in truth he miſerably 
halts and hallucinates. For, miſled by one Monſieur 
Boſſu, a Gallic critic, he prateth of I cannot tell what 
Phantom of a Hero, only raiſed up to ſupport the Fable. 
A putrid conceit! As if Homer and Virgil, like modern 
Undertakers, who firſt build their houſe and then ſeek out 
for a tenant, had contrived the ſtory of a War and a 
Wandering, before they once thought either of Achilles 
or /Eneas, We ſhall therefore ſet our good brother, 
and the world alſo, right in this particular, by giving 
our word that in the greater Epic, the prime intention 
of the Muſe is to exalt Heroic virtue, in order to propa- 
Late the love of it amongſt the children of men; and 
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conſequently, that the Poet's firſt thoughts muſt needs 
be turned upon a real ſubje&t meet for laud and cele- 
bration; not one whom he is to make, but one whom 


he may find truly illuſtrious. This is the primum mobile 


of his poetic world, whence every thing is to receive 
life and motion. For this ſubje&t being found, he is 
immediately ordained, or rather acknowledged, an Hero, 
and put upon ſuch action as befitteth the dignity of his 
character. 4 
But the Muſe ceaſes not here her eagle-flight. For 
ſometimes, ſatiated with the contemplation of theſe Suns 


of glory, ſhe turneth downward on her wing, and darts 


like lightning on the Gooſe and Serpent kind. For we 
may apply to the Muſe, in her various moods, what an 


ancient maſter of Wiſdom affirmeth of the Gods in ge- 


neral : Si Dii non iraſcuntur impiis & injuſtis, nec pios 
wtique juſtoſque diligunt. In rebus enim diverſis, aut in 
utramgue partem moveri neceſſe eſt, aut in neutram. Ha- 
que qui bonos diligit, & males odit ; & gui males non odit, 
zec bonos diligit. Quia & diligere bonos ex odio malorum 
venit ; & malbs odifſe ex bonorum caritate deſcendit. Which 


in the vernacular idiom, may be thus interpreted: If 


„ the Gods be not provoked at evil men, neither are 
de they delighted with the good and juſt. For contrary 
« objects muſt either excite contrary affections, or no af- 
«« feftions at all. So that he who loveth good men, 
« muſt at the ſame time hate the bad; and he who 
< hateth not bad men, cannot love the good; becauſe 
<< both to love good men proceedeth from an averſion to 
«« evil, and to hate evil men from a tenderneſs to the 
«© good.” From this delicacy, of the Muſe aroſe the 
little Epic; more lively and choleric than her elder ſiſter, 
whoſe bulk and complexion inclineth her to the flegma- 
tic ; and for this, ſome notoriousVehicle of vice and folly 
was ſought out, to make thereof an example. An early 


of the HERO of the Potrm, xx 
inſtance of which (nor could it eſcape the accurate Scri- 
blerus) the Father of Epic poem himſelf afforderh us. 
From him the practice deſcended to the Greek Drama- 
tic poets, his offspring ; who in the compoſition of their 
Tetralogy, or ſet of four pieces, were wont to make the 
laſt a Satyric tragedy. Happily one of theſe ancient 
Dunciads (as we may well term it) is come down to us 
amongſt the Tragedies of Euripides. And what doth 
the reader think may be the ſubject? Why, truly, and 
It is worth his Obſervation, the unequal contention of an 
old, dull, debauched, buffoon Cyclops, with the heaven- 
directed Favourite of Minerva; who after having quiet- 
ly born all the monſter's obſcene and impious ribaldry, 
endeth the farce in puniſhing him with loſs of fight, 
and the mark of an indelible brand in his forehead. 
May we not then be excuſed, if for the future we confi- 
der the Epics of Homer, Virgil, and Milton, together 
with this our poem, as a complete Tetralogy ; in which 
the latter worthily holdeth the place or tation of the 
fatyric piece? ao 
Proceed we therefore in our ſubjet. It hath been 
long, and, alas for pity ! ftill remaineth a queſtion, 
whether the Hero of the greater Epic ſhould be an Hang 
man; or, as the French critics expreſs it, un honnete 
homme a; but it never admitted of any doubt hut that the 
Hero of the little Epic ſhould nat be fo. Hence, to the 
advantage of our Dunciad, we may obſerve how mu 
juſter the Moral of that Poem muſt needs be, where ſo 
important a queſtion is previouſly decided. 

But then it is not every Knave, nor (let me add) 
Fool, that is a fit ſubject for a Dunciad. There mult . 
full exiſt ſome analogy, if not reſemblance of qualities, 


2 Si un Heros Poẽtique doit <tre honntte homme. Boſſu, Du 
Poeme Epique, lib. iv, ch. 5+ | 
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betweeen the Heroes of the two Poems ; and this in or- 
der to admit what Neoteric critics call the Parody, one 
of the livelieſt graces of the little Epic. Thus it being 
agreed that the conſtituent qualities of the greater Epic 
Hero are Wijdom, Bravery, and Love, from whence 
ſpringeth Heroic Virtue; it followeth that thoſe of the 
leſſer Epic Hero ſhould be Vanity, Impudence, and De- 
bauchery, from which happy aſſemblage reſulteth heroic 
Dulneſs, the never-dying ſubject of this our Poem. | 
This being confeſſed, come we now to particulars. 
It is the character of true Viſdom, to ſeek its chief ſup- 
Port and confidence within itſelf ; and to place that 
ſupport in the reſources which proceed from a conſcious 
rectitude of Will. — And are the advantages of Yanity, 
+ When riſing to the heroic ſtandard, at all ſhort of this 
felf-complacence? Nay, are they not, in the opinion 
of the enamoured owner, far beyond it? Let the 
« world (will ſuch an one ſay) impute to me what Folly 
« or weakneſs they pleaſe; but, till Viſdom can give 
«© me ſomething that will make me more heartily hap- 
* py, I am content to be GAZ ED aT®,” This we ſee 
is Vanity, according to the heroic gage, or meaſure 
not that low and ignoble ſpecies which pretendeth to 
Firtues we hawe not, but the laudable ambition of bein 
azed at, for glorying in thoſe wices which all the LA 
now eve have. © The world will aſk (continues he) 
% why I make my follies public? Why not? I have 
< paſſed my time very pleaſantly with them e.“ In 
ſhort, there is no ſort of Vanity our Hero ſcruples, but 
that which would have gone near to have degraded him 
from his high ſtation in this our Dunciad ; namely, 
Whether it would not be Vanity in him to take 
** ſhame to himſelf for not being a <viſe man?4” 


b Dedication to the Life of C. C. c Life, p. 2. octavo Ed. 
« Life, ibid. a 


E 


/ 
cf the HzRo of the Por, xxxt 
* Bravery, the ſecond attribute of the true Hero, is 
Courage manifeſting itſelf in every limb ; while, in its 
correſpondent virtue in the mock Hebo, that Courage is 
all collected into the Face. And as Power when drawn 
together, muſt needs be more ſtrong than when diſper- 
ſed, we generally find this kind of courage in ſo high 
and heroic a degree, that it inſults not only Men, but 
Gods. Mezentius is without doubt the braveſt character 
in all the ZEneis; but how? His bravery, we know, 
was an high courage of blaſphemy. And can we ſay 
leſs of this brave man's, who having told us that he 
placed“ his Summum bonum in thoſe follies, which he 
was not content barely to poſſeſs, but would likewiſe 
glory in,” adds, © I an miſguided, 'Tis N A- 
* TURE'S FAULT, and I follow HER ©,” Nor can 
we be miſtaken in making this happy quality a ſpecies 
of Courage, when we conſider thoſe illuſtrious marks of 
it, which made his Face more known (as he juitly boaſt- 
eth) than moſt in the kingdom; and his Language to con- 
fiſt of what we muſt allow to be the moſt daring Figure 
of Speech, that which is taken from the Name of * 
God. * 
Gentle Lowe, the next ingredient in the true Hero's 
compoſition, is a mere bird of paſſage, or, as Shake - 
ſpear calls it, ſummer- teeming Luſt: and evaporates in 
the Heat of Youth, doubtleſs by that refinement it ſuffers 
in paſſing through thoſe certain ſtrainers which our Poet 
ſomewhere ſpeaketh of. But when it is let alone to work 
upon the Lees, it acquireth ſtrength by Old age; and 
becometh a ſtanding ornament to the little Epic. It is 
true indeed, there is one Objection to its fitneſs for ſuch 
an uſe. For not only the Ignorant may think it com- 
mon, but it is admitted to be ſo, even by Him who beſt 


Life, p. 23+ eftaves * 


atiſeth Magnanimity, the object of Admiration, which 
s che aim of the greater Epic ; ſb from Vanity, Impu- 
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knoweth its nature. Don't you think (faith he) to 
* ſay only @ man has his Whore, ought to go. for. little 
or nothing? Becauſe defendit numerus, take the firſt 
ten thouſand, men you meet, and I believe you would 
s be no loſer if you betted ten ta, one, that every ſingle 
«« {inner of them, one with another, had been guilty 
of the ſame. frailty, f.“ But here he ſeemeth not to 
have done himſelf juſtice: The man is ſure enough a 
Hero, who has his Lady at fourſcore, How doth his 
modeſty herein leſſen the merit of a ae abel] pen 
Life! not taking to himſelf the Commendation which 
Horace accounted the greateſt = theatrical character! 


— Fervetur ad 1 § 
Qualis ab. incepto proceſſerat ——= 


But let us further remark, that the calling her Bit 
whore, implieth ſhe was his own, and not his neigh- 
bour's. Truly a commendable continence !' and ſuch as 
Scipio himſelf muſt have applauded. For how much 
Yelt denial was neceſſary not to. covet his Neighbour's 
whore? and what diſorders muſt the coveting her have 
oceafioned, in that Society, where (according to this po- 
—— calculator) nine in ten of all ages have their con- 

ines ? Fi | 


We have now as briefly as we- could deviſe, gone 


through the three conſtituent Qualities of either Hero. 


But it is not in any, or all of theſe, that Heroiſm pro- 
perly or eſſentially reſideth. It is a lucky Reſult rather 
trom the colliſion of theſe lively qualities againſt one 
another. Thus, as from Wiſdom, Bravery, and Love, 


1 Letter to Mr. P. p. 46. 
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dence, and Debauchery, ſpringeth Buſbonry, the ſource 
of Ridicule, that /aughing, ornament, as he well termeth 
it i, of the little Epic. | 9 

le is not aſhamed (God forbid he ever ſhould be 
aſhamed !) of this Character; who deemeth, that not 
Reaſon but Riſibility diſtinguiſheth the human ſpecies from 
the brutal. As Nature (ſaith this profound philoſo- 
* pher) diſtinguiſhed our ſpecies from the mute creation 
15 by our Riſibility, her defign Mus T have been by hat 
& faculty as evidently to raiſe our HAPPINESS, as by 
© OUR os ſublime (OUR ERECTED FACEs) to hft 
be the dignity of our FoRM above them k All this 
confidered, how complete a Hero maſt he be, as well 
as how happy a Man, whoſe Riſibility lieth not barely 
in his muſcles, 'as in the common ſort, but (as himſelf 
informeth us) in his very fþirits ? And whoſe Os fublime 
is not ſimply an ere&# face, but a brazen head, as 
ſhould ſeem by his comparing it with one of Iron, 
faid to belong to the late king of Sweden |. 27 
But whatever 1 a Hero may have, the 
examples of Achilles and Æneas ſhew us, that all thoſe 
are of fmall avail, without the conftant afifance of 


the GoDs: for the ſubverſion and erection of Empires 


have never been adjudged the work of Man. How great- 
ly ſoever then we may efteem of his high talents, 
we can hardly conceive his perſonal proweſs alone 
ſafficient to reſtore the decayed empire of Dulneſs. 


So weighty an atchievement mult require the parti- 


cular favour and protection of the Gx EAT: who being 
the natural patrons and ſupporters of Letters, as the an- 
cient Gods were of Troy, muſt firſt be drawn off and en- 
gaged in another intereſt, before the total ſubverſion of 
them can be accompliſhed. To ſutmount, therefore, 


i Letter, p. 37. * Life, p. 23, 4. I Letter, p. . 
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this laſt and greateſt difficulty, we have in this excel- 


lent man a profeſſed favorite and Intimado of the 


Great. And look of what force ancient Piety was to 
draw the Gods into the party of ZEneas, that, and much 
ſtronger is modern Incenſe, to engage the Great in the 
party of Dulneſs. | 
Thus have we eſſayed to pourtray or ſhadow out this 

noble Imp of Fame. But now the impatient reader will 
be apt to ſay, if ſo many and various graces go to the 
making up a Hero, what mortal ſhall ſuffice to bear this 
character? Ill hath he read, who ſees not in every 
trace of this picture, that individual, ALL-aCcOM» 
PLISHED PERSON, in whom theſe rare virtues and luck 
circumſtances have agreed to meet and concentre, with 
the ſtrongeſt luſtre and fulleſt harmony. 3 

The good Scriblerus indeed, nay the world itſelf might 
be impoſed on, in the late ſpurious editions, by I can't 
tell what Sham-hero, or Phantom: But it was not ſo eaſy 
to impoſe on HIM whom this egregious error moſt of 
all concerned. For no ſooner had the fourth book laid 
open the high and ſwelling ſcene, but he recognized 


his own heroic Acts: And when he came to the words, 


Soft on her lap her Laureat ſon reclines, 


{though Laureat faith no more than one crowned with 
laurel, as befitteth any aſſociate or conſort in empire) 
heroar'p (like a Lion) and vINDICATED HIS RIGHT 


o FAME: Indeed not without cauſe, he being there repre- 


ſented as aft aſleep; ſo unbeſeeming the; eye of empire, 
which, like that of providence, ſhould neyer ſlumber. 
« Hah! (ſaith he) faſt aſleep it ſeems! that's a little too 
** ſtrong. Pert and dull at leaſt you might have allowed 
me, but as ſeldom aſleep as any fool m.“ However, 


Letter, p. [53+ 
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the injured Hero may comfort himſelf with this reflexion, 
that tho” it be „lep, yet it is not the //cep of death, but of 
immortality. Here he will ® we at leaſt, tho' not awvake 3 
and in no worſe condition than many an Enchanted War- 
rior before him. The famous Durandarte, for inſtance, was, 
like him, caſt · into a long ſlumber by Merlin the Britiſb 
Bard and Necromancer: and his example, for ſubmitting 
to it with ſo good a grace, might be of uſe to our hero. 
For this diſaſtrous knight being ſorely preſſed or driven 
to make his anſwer, by ſeveral perſons of quality, only re- 
plied with a ſigh, Patience ! and ſhuffle the cards, 

But now, as nothing in this world, no not the moſt ſacred 
or perfect Things either of Religion or Government, can 
eſcape the teeth or tongue of 22 methinks I already 
hear theſe carpers objecting to the clear Title of our Hero. 

It would never (ſay they) have been eſteemed ſufficient 
* to make an Hero for the Iliad or Eneis, that Achilles 
*© was brave enough to overturn one Empire, or /Eneas 
** pious enough to raiſe another, had they not been God- 
« deſs born, and Princes bred. What then did this Au- 
* thor mean, by erecting a Poet inſtead of one of his 
* Patrons, (a perſon never a hero even on the ſtage ,) 
* to this dignity of Collegue in the empire of Dulneſs, 
and Atchiever of a work that neither old Omar, At- 
e tila, nor John of Leiden could entirely compaſs.” 

To all this we have, as we conceive, a ſufficient an- 
ſwer from the Roman hiſtorian, Fabrum eſſe ſuæ quemgue 
fortune: Ewery man is the Smith of his own fortune. 
The politic Florentine, Nicholas Machiavel, goeth ſtill 
further, and affirms that a man needs but to believe him- 
ſelf a Hero to be one of the beſt. Let him (faith 


m Letter, P. Is "Don Quixote, Part it. Book ii, ch- 22. See 
Life, p. 148. 4 
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he) but fancy himſelf capable of the higheſt things, 


„ and he will of courſe be able to atchieve them.” 


Laying this down .as a principle, it will certainly and 
inconteſtably follow, that if ever Hero was ſuch a 
character, ours 7s: For if ever man thought himſelf 
ſach, ours dth. Hear how he conſtantly paragons him- 
ſelf, at one time to ALEXanDER the Great and 
CrarLEes the XII. of SwepDen, for the exceſs and 
delicacy of his Ambition 4; to Henry the IV. of 
France, for honeſt Policy r; to the firſt BxuTvus, for 
love of Liberty f; and to Sir Ro BERT WALPOLE, for 
good Government while in power: At another time, 
to the godlike So RATES, for his diverſions and amuſe- 
ments”; to Ho RACE, Mo T AIGNER, and Sir WILLIAM 
TEMPLE, for an elegant Vanity that makes them for ever 
read and admired; to Two Lord CHANCELLORS, 


for Law, from whom, when confederate againſt him 
at the bar, he carried away the prize of Eloquence *; 


and, to fay all in a word, to the right reverend the Lord 
Bis nor of Lox pox himſelf, in the art of writing paforg/ 


letters ). 


Nor did his Actions fall ſhort of the ſublimity of his 
conceptions. In his early youth he met the Rewolution 
at Nottingham * face to face, at a time when his betters 
contented themſelves with following her. It was here he 


got acquainted with old Battle-array, of whom he hath 


made ſo grateful mention in one of his immortal odes. 


But he ſhone in Courts as well as Camps: He was called 
up when the nation fell in labour of this Revolution *: and 

was a goſlip at her chriſtening, with the Biſhop and the 
ladies®, 


Y Life, P. 149- r p. 424 · P. 366. t P. 457. 
P. 18. P. 425. * P. 436, 437 / P. 5a. 
2 P. 47; 4 P. 57. P. 58, 59 | 
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As to his Birth, it is true he pretendeth no rela- 


tion either to Heathen God or Goddeſs ; but, what is as 
good, he was deſcended from a Maker of both.*. And, 
that he did not paſs himſelf on the world for a hero, as 
well by birth as education, was his own. fault : For, his 
lineage he bringeth into his life as an Anecdote, and is 
ſenſible he had it in his power to be thought no body's 
fon at all d: And what is that but coming into the world 
a hero? | 

There is in truth another objection of greater weight, 
namely, That this Hero ſtill exiſteth, and bath not 
« yet finiſhed his earthly courſe. For if Solon ſaid 
„well, that no man could be called happy till his death 
* ſurely much leſs can any one, till then, be pronounced 
* a Hero: this ſpecies of men being far more ſubject than 
«« others to the caprices of fortune, and humour.” But 
to this alſo we have an anſwer, that will be deemed 
(we hope) deciſive, It cometh from himz/e/f, who, to cut 
this diſpute ſhort, hath ſolemnly proteſted that he wwill 
never amend. | 5 

Firſt, with regard to his Vanity, he declareth that 
nothing ſhall ever part them. Nature (faith he) hath 
* amply ſupplied me in Vanity; a pleaſure which nei- 
ether the pertneſs of wit, nor the gravity of wiſdom, 
* will ever perſuade me to part with*.” Our poet 


had charitably endeavoured to adminiſter a cure to 


it: But he telleth us plainly, My ſuperiors perhaps may 
be mended by him; but for my part I own myſelf in- 
e corrigible. I look upon my Follies as the beſt part of 
* my fortune f.“ And with good reaſon: We ſee to 
What they have brought him. 


Secondly, as to Buffoonery, ©* Is it (faith he) a time of | 


day for me to leave off theſe fooleries, and ſet up a 


© A Statuary, Life, p. 6. e P. 424+ f P. 19. 
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te new character? I can no more put off my follies 
* than my ſkin ; I have often tried, but they ſtick too 
& cloſe to me; nor am I ſure my friends are diſplea- 
„ ſed with them, for in this light I afford them fre- 
quent matter of mirth, Wc. &c5.” Having then ſo 
publickly declared himſelf incorrigible, he is become dead 
an law, (I mean the /awEpogpeian) and deſcendeth to the 
Poet as his property: who may take him, and deal 
with him as if he had been as long dead as an old E- 
gyptian hero; that is to ſay, embowel and embalm him 
for poſt erity. ö 

Nothing therefore (we conceive) remains to hinder 
His own Propheſy of himſelf from taking immediate 
eſfect. A rare felicity! and what few prophets have had 
the ſatisfaction to ſee alive! Nor can we conclude 
better than with this extraordinary one of his, which is 
conceived in theſe Oraculous words, MY DULNESS WILL 
FIND SOMEBODY TO DO IT RIGHT®, 


8 Life, Pe 17. h Ibid. p. 243 · octavo edit. 
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ARGUMENT to Book the FIRST. 


THE Propoſition, the Invocation, and the Inſcri- 


ption. Then the Original of the great Empire 
of Dulneſs, and cauſe of the continuance thereof. 
The College of the Goddeſs in the City, with her 
private Academy for Poets in particular; the Go- 
vernors of it, and the four Cardinal Virtues. Then 
the Poem haſtes into the midſtof things, preſenting 
her, on the evening of a Lord Mayor's day, 
5 the long ſucceſſion _of her Sans, and the 

ler. paſt and ; come. 8 be fixes hen eys on Bays 


© Zo M the ment of Fth at great Event which is 


the Subject of the Poem. He is deſcribed penſiue a- 
mong his Books, giving) un the Cauſe, and appre- 
bending the Period of her Empire: After debating 
whether to betake 4-4-2 to the Church, or ta. 

Gaming, I 1d Rui ing, Be. raiſes tb Mltar * 
of proper books, and (making firſt his ſolemn prayer 

and declaration ) purpaſes. thereon to ſacrifice all 
his unſucceſsful writings.. As the pile is kindled,- 
the Goddeſs beholding the flame from her ſeat, 


flies and puts it aui by) caſting un it the poem: 


of Thule.. She forthwith reveals herſelf to him, 
tranſports him to her Temple, unfolds her Arts, and 
initiates him into her Myſteries; then announc- 
ing the death of Euſden the Poet Laureate, an- 


oints him, carries him to Court, and proclaims 
him Succeſſor, 


THE 
Eee 


JONATHAN SWIFT. 


Book the FIRST. 


— — 


HE Mighty Mother, and her Son who brings 


The Smithfield Muſes to the ear of Kings, 


1 RE MARES. CEN 

The Dunciad, fic MS. It may well be diſputed whe- 
ther this be a right reading : Ought it not rather to be 
ſpelled "oat as the "plain evidently. demands? 
Dunce with an e, therefore Dunceiad with an e. That 
accurate and punctual Man of Letters, the Reſtorer of 
re jap cons "_— Row WO RLNT ES! of _ 


4 The Dunciap. Book I. 


J fing. Say you, her inſtruments the Great 
Call'd to this work by Dulneſs, Jove, and Fate; 


REMARK s. 


very Letter e, in ſpelling the name of his beloved Au- 
thor, and not, like his common careleſs Editors, with 
the omiſſion of one, nay ſometimes of two ee's, [as Shak- 
ear] which is utterly unpardonable. Nor is the neg- 
ct of a Single Leiter ſo trivial as to ſome it may appear; 
the alteration whereof in a learned language is an 42 
ment that brings honour to the Critic who advances it; 
and Dr. Bently will be remembred to poſterity for his per- 
formances of this fort, as long as the world ſhall have 
any eſteem for the remains of Menander and Philemon. 
5 THEOBALD. 
HyPERCRITIGA. 3 

This is ſurely a flip in the learned author of the fore- 
going note; there having been ſince produced, by an 
accurate Antiquary, an Autograph of Shakſpeare himſelf, 
whereby it appears that he ſpelled his own Name with- 
out the firſt e. And upon this authority it was, that thoſe 
moſt Critical Curators of his Monument in Weſtminſter 
Abby eraſed the former wrong reading, and reſtored the 
true ſpelling on a new piece of old Ægyptian Granite. 
Nor for this only do they deſerve our thanks, but for ex- 
hibiting on the ſame Monument the firſt Specimen of 
an Edition of an author in Marble; where (as may be 
ſeen on comparing 'the Tomb with the Book) in the 
ſpace of five lines, two Words and a whole Verſe are 
changed, and it is to be hoped will there ſtand, and out- 
lat whatever hath been done in Paper. BENTL. 
It is to de noted, that this learned Critic alſo has o- 
mitted one circumſtance; which is, chat thi Inſcription 
with the Name of Shakſpeare was intended to be placed 
on the Marble Scroll to which he points with his hand; 


\ 


Book I. The Dux cfA p. 5 


You by whoſe care, in vain decry'd and curſt 
Still Dunce the ſecond reigns like Dunce the firſt ; 


REMARKS. 


inſtead of which it is now placed behind his back, and 
that Specitnen of an edition (as he calls it) is put on the 
Scroll, which indeed Shakſpeare hath great reaſon to 

int at. | 

Though I have as juſt a value for the letter e, as any 
Grammarian living, and the ſame affection for the Name 
of this Poem as any Critic for that of his Author; yet 
cannot it induce me to agree with thoſe who would 
add yet another e to it, and call it the Dunceiade; which 
being a French and foreign termination, is no way pro- 
per to a word entirely Engliſh, and vernacular. One e 
therefore in this caſe is right, and two e's wrong. Yet 
upon the whole I ſhall follow the Manuſcript, and print 
it without any e at all; moved thereto by Authority, at 
all times, with Critics, equal if not ſuperior to Reaſon. 
In which method of proceeding, I can never enough praiſe 
my very good friend, the exact Mr. Tho. Hearne ; who 
if any word occur, which to him and all mankind is evi- 
gently wrong, yet keeps he it in the Text with due re- 
verence, and only remarks in the Margin fc MS, In 
like manner we ſhall not amend this error in the Title 
itſelf, but only note it obiter, to evince to the learned 
that it was not our fault, nor any effect of our ignorance 
or inattention, © | SCRIBLERUS. 

This Poem was written in the year 1726. In the 
next year an imperfect edition was publiſhed at Dublin, 
and reprinted at London in twelves ; another at Dublin, 
and another at London in octavo; and three others in 
twelves the ſame year. But there was no perfect Edi- 
tion before that of London in quarto, 1729, which was 
attended with Notes, | 


6 The Duncranr. Book 1. 
Say how the Goddeſs bade Britannia ſleep, 
And pour'd her Spirit o'er the land and deep. 
In eldeſt time, e'er mortals writ or read, 
E'er Pallas iſſu'd from the Thund'rer's head, 


REMARKS. 


VIX. 1. The Mighty Mother, and her Son, &c.)] The 
Reader ought here to be cautioned, that the Mother, and 
not the Son, is the principal Agent of this Poem: The 
latter of them is only choſen as her Collegue (as was an- 
ciently the cuſtom in Rome before ſome great Expedi- 
tion) the main action of the Poem being by no means 
the Coronation of the Laureate, which is performed in the 

very firſt book, but the Reſtoration of the Empire of Dul- 
neſs in Britain, which is not accompliſhed *till the laſt. 

VER. 4. By Dulneſs, Fove, and Fate :] i.e. By their 
FT udgments, their Intereſts, and their Inclinations. | 


HyPERCRITICA. 


It was expreſly confeſſed in the Preface to the firſt edi- 
tion, that this Poem was not publiſhed by the Author him- 
ſelf. It was printed originally in a foreign Country. And 
what foreign Country ? Why one notorious for blunders; 
where finding blanks only inſtead of proper names, 
theſe blunderers filled them up at their pleaſure, 

The very Hero of the Poem hath been miſtaken to 
this hour; io that we are obliged to open our Notes with 
a diſcoyery who he really was. | 

We learn from the former Editor, that this Piece was 
preſented by the Hands of Sir Robert Walpole to King 
George II. Now the author directly tells us, his Hero 
15 ] 


the Son who brings 
The Smithfield Muſes to the ear of Kings, 


| 


Book I. The Duxc1aD. 


Dulneſs o'er all poſſeſs d her ancient right, 
Daughter of Chaos and eternal Night: 


REMARKS. 


And it is notorious who was the perſon on whom this 
Prince conferred the honour of the Laurel. | 

It appears as plainly from the Apaſt rophe to the Pa- 
zricians in the third verſe, that Tibbald could not be 
the perſon, who was never an Author in faſhion, or 
careſſed by the Great; whereas this ſingle characteriſtic 
is ſufficient to point out the true Hero; who, above all 
other Poets of his time, was the Peculiar Deligbt and 
Choſen Companion of the Nobility of England; and 
wrote, as he himſelf tells us, certain of his Works at 
the earneſt Defire of Perſons of Quality. 

Laſtly, 'The fixth verſe affords full proof ; this Poet 
being the only one who was univerſally known to have 
had a Son ſo exactly like him, in his poetical, theatri- 
cal, political, and moral capacities, that it could juſtly 
be ſaid of him 


Still Dunce the ſecond reign'd like Dunce the firſt. 
” BENTL. 


Ibid. Booł and the Man, c.] Wonderful is the ſtupidity 
of all the former Critics and Commentators on this work ! 
It breaks forth at the very firſt line. 'The author of the 
Critique prefixed to Sawney, a Poem, p. 5. hath been 
ſo dull as to explain The Man who brings, Cc. not of 
the Hero of the piece, but of our Poet himſelf, as if he 
vaunted that Kings were to be his readers (an honour 
which though this Poem hath had, yet knoweth he how 
to receive it with more modeſty.) : 

| 4 
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Fate in their dotage this fair Ideot gave, 
Groſs as her ſire, and as her mother grave, 


REMARK s. 


We remit this Ignorant to the firſt lines of the eic, 
_ aſſuring him that Virgil there ſpeaketh not of himſelf, 
but of Anas: 


Arma wirumgque cano, Trope qui primus ab oris, 
Italiam fato profugus, Lawinaque wenit 
Littora : multum ille & terris jactatus & alto, c. 


I cite the whole three verſes, that I may by the way 
offer a Conjectural Emendation, purely my own, upon 
each: Firſt, oris ſhould be read aris, it being, as we 
ſee An ii. 513. from the altar of Jupiter Hercæus that 
Enea: fled as ſoon as he ſaw Priam ſlain. In the ſe- 
cond line I would read fatu for fato, ſince it is moſt 
clear it was by Winds that he arrived at the Hore of 
Italy. Jadtatus, in the third, is ſurely as improperly 
applied to terris, as proper to alto; to ſay a man 77 to? 
on land, is much at one with ſaying he walks at ſea: 
Riſum teneatis, amici? Correct it, as 1 doubt not it ought 
to be, vexatus. SCRIBLERUS. 
VeR. 2. The Smithfield Muſes] Smithfield is the place 
where Bartholomew Fair was kept, whoſe ſhews, ma- 
chines, and dramatical entertainments, formerly agree- 
able only to the taſte of the Rabble, were, by the Hero 
of this poem and others of equal genius, brought to the 
"Theatres of Covent-garden, Lincolns-inn-fields, and the 
Hay-market, to be the reigning Pleaſures of the Court 
and Town. This happened in the Reigns of King 
George I. and II. See Book 3. | 
VIA. 10. Daughter of Chaos, Ec.) The beauty of 
this whole Allegory being purely of the poetica! kind, 
Vink it not our proper buſineſs, as a Scholiaſt, ta 
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Laborious, heavy, buſy, bold, and blind, 
She rul'd, in native Anarchy, the mind. 


REMARKS. 


meddle with it: But leave it (as we ſhall in general 
all ſuch) to the reader; remarking only, that Chaos 
(according to Hefjod's Qzoyoria was the Progenitor of 
all the Gods, SCRIBLERUS, 

VES. 13. Laboriour, heavy, buſy, bold, Cc. ] I won- 
der the learned Scriblerus has omitted to advertiſe the 
Reader, at the opening of this Poem, that Dulneſs here 
is not to be taken contractedly for mere Stupidity, but 
in the enlarged ſenſe of the word, for all Slowneſs of 
Apprehenſion, Shortneſs of Sight, or imperfect Senſe of 
things. It includes (as we ſee by the Poet's own words) 
Labour, Induſtry, and ſome degree of Activity and Bold- 
neſs: a ruling principle not inert, but turning topſy- 
turvy the Underſtanding, and inducing an Anarchy or 
confuſed State of Mind. This remark ought to be carried 
along with the reader throughout the work; and with- 
out is caution he will be apt to miſtake the Importance 
of many of the Characters, as well as of the Deſign 
of the Poet, Hence it is that ſome have complained 
he chuſes too mean a ſubject, and imagined he em- 
ploys himſelf, like Domitian, in killing flies; whereas 
thoſe who have the true key will find he ſports with no- 
bler quarry, and embraces a larger compaſs ; or (as one 
ſaith, on a like occaſion) 


Will fee his Work, like Jacob's ladder, riſe, 
Its foot in dirt, its head amid the ſkies. BENT. 


VIX. 14. She rul'd, in native Anarchy, the mind.] 
The native Anarchy of the mind is that ſtate which pre- 
cedes the time of Reaſon's aſſuming the rulE of the Paſ- 
ſions. But in that tate, the uncontrolled violence of the 
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Still her old Empire to reſtore ſhe tries, 15 
For, born a Goddeſs, Dulneſs never dies. 

O Thou ! whatever title pleaſe thine ear, 
Dean, Drapier, Bickerſtaff, or Gulliver ! 
Whether thou chuſe Cervantes? ſerious air, 

Or laugh and ſhake in Rab'lais* eaſy chair, 20 
Or praiſe the Court, or magnify Mankind, 

Or thy griev'd Country's copper chains unbindz 
From thy Bœotia tho' her Pow'r retires, 
Mourn not, my SwiFT, at ought our Realm acquires, 


REMARK s. 


paſſions would ſoon bring things to confuſion, were it 
not for the intervention of Dulneſs in this abſence of 
Reaſon; who, though ſhe cannot regulate them like 
Reaſon, yet blunts and deadens their Vigour, and, in- 
deed, produces ſome of the good effect of it: Hence it is 
that Dulneſs has often the appearance of Reaſon. This 
is the only good ſhe ever did; and the Poet takes parti- 
cular care to tell it in the very introduction of his Poem. 
It is to be obſerved, indeed, that this is ſpoken of the 
univerſal rule of Dulneſs in ancient days, but we may 
form an idea of it from her partial Government in later 
times. | | 
VIER. 15. Still her old Empire to reſtore] This Reſtoration 
makes the Completion of the Poem. Vide Book 4. 

VIS. 21. Or praiſe the Court, or magnify Mankind, ] 
Tronicè, alluding to Gulliver's repreſentations of both. — 
The next line relates to the papers of the Drapier againſt 
the currency of Vood's Copper coin in Ireland, which, 
upon the great diſcontent of the people, his Majeſty was 
graciouſly pleaſed to recal. 3 das 


Here pleas'd behold her mighty wings out-ſpread 25 
To hatch. a new Saturnian age of Lead. | 


Cloſe to thoſe walls where Folly holds her throne, 
And laughs to think Monroe would take her down, 
Where o'er the gates, by his fam'd father's hand 
Great Cibber's brazen, brainleſs brothers ſtand ; 32 
One Cell there is, conceal'd from vulgar eye, 

The Cave of Poverty and Poetry. 
Keen, hollow winds howl thro? the bleak receſs, 3 5 
Emblem of Muſic caus'd by Emptineſs. UM 


| ; 
9 REMARKS. . 
VER. 28. To hatch a new Saturnian age of Lead. 
The ancient Golden Age is by Poets ſtyled Saturnian; 
but in the Chemical language Saturn is Lead. She is 
ſaid here only to be ſpreading her wings to hatch this Age; 
which is not produced completely till the fourth book. 
VR. 31. By his fam'd father's hand) Mr. Caius-Ga- 
briel Cibber, father of the Poet Laureate. The two Sta- 
tues of the Lunatics over the gates of Bedlam- hoſpital 
were done by him, and (as the fon juſtly ſays of them) 
are no ill monuments of his fame as an Artift. | 
VIX. 33. One Cell there is,] The cell of poor Poetry 
is here very properly repreſented as a little unendowed 
Hall in the neighbourhood of the Magnific College of 
Bedlam ; and as the ſureſt Seminary to ſupply thoſe 
learned walls with Profeſſors. For there cannot be a 
Plainer indication of madneſs than in mens perſiſting 
to ſtarve themſelves and offend the public by ſcribling, 
| Eſcape in monſters, and amaze the town. 
when they might have benefited themſelves and others in 
profitable and honeſt employ ments. The 2ualities and 
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Hence Bards, like Proteus long in vain ty*d down, 
Eſcape in monſters, and amaze the town, © 


} | | R E M ARK S. 7 1 
Produ#ioms of the ſtudents of this private Academy are 
afterwards deſcribed in this firſt book ; as are alſo their 4- 
#ions thoughout the ſecond ; by which it appears, how 
near allied Dylneſs is to Madneſs. This naturally pre- 
pares us for the ſubject of the third book, where we find 
them in union, and acting in conjunction to produce the 
Cataſtrophe of the fourth; a mad poetical Sibyl lead- 
ing our Hero through the Regions of Viſion, to animate 
him in the preſent undertaking by a view of the paſt 
triumphs of Barbariſm over Science. * 

Ver. 34. Poverty and Poetry] I cannot here omit a 
remark that will greatly endear the author to every 
one who ſhall attentively obſerve that Humanity and 
Candor which every where appears in him towards thoſe 
unhappy objects of the ridicule of all mankind, the 
bad Poets. He here imputes all ſcandalous rhymes, 
ſcurrilous weekly papers, bale flattemes, wretched ele- 
gies, ſongs, and verſes (even froni thoſe ſung at Court 
to ballads in the ſtreets) not ſo much to malice. or ſervi- 
lity as to Dulneſs; and not ſo much to Dulneſs as to 
Neceſſity. And thus, at the very commencement of 
His 1 makes an apology for all that are to be ſa- 


| get 37. Hence Bards, like Proteus] © — 

; Sunt quibus in plures jus eft tranfire figuras : | 
D. thi complexi terram maris incola, Proteu! 

Miunc violentus aper; nunc quem tetigifſe timerent, 
Anguis eras, mode te faciebant cornua Taurum, 

+ Spe Lapis poteras. Ovid. Met. viu. 

Neither Palzphatus, Phurnutus, nor Heraclides give us 
ny teddy light into the mythology of thus wylterious 
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Hence Miſcellanies ſpring, the weekly boaft 

Of Curl's chaſte preſs, and Lintot's rubric poſt : 40 
Hence hymning Tyburn's elegiac lines, 
Hence Journals, Medleys, Merc'ries, Magazines: 


REMARKS. 


fable. If I be not deceived in a part of learning which 
has ſo long exerciſed my pen, by Proteus muit certain- 
ly be meant a hacknied Town {cribler ; and by his tranſ- 
formations, the various diſguiſes ſuch a one aſſumes, ta 
elude the purſuit of his irreconcilable enemy, the Bailiff. 
Proteus 1s repreſented as one bred of the mud and ſlime 
of Egypt, the original Soil of Arts and Letters: And 
what is a Town-ſcribler, but a creature made up of the 
excrements of luxuriousScience ? By the change then into 
a Boar is meant his character of a furious and dirty Party- 
writer ; the Snake ſignifies a Libeller; and the Horns of 
the Bull, the Dilemmas of a Polemical Anſwerer. Theſe 
are the three great parts he acts under; and when he has 
completed his circle, he finks back again, as the laſt 
change into a Stone denotes, into his natural ſtate of im- 
moveable Stupidity. If I may expect thanks of the learn- 
ed world for this diſcovery, I would by no means de- 
prive that excellent Critic of his ſhare, who diſcovered 
before me, that in the character of Proteus was deſigned 
Sophiſtam, Magum, Politicum, prafertim rebus omnibus 
ſeſe accommodantem. Which in Engliſh is, A Political 
writer, a Libeller, and a Diſputer, writing indifferent 
% for or againſt every party in the State, every ſect in 
Religion, and every character in private life, See my 
Fables of Ovid explained. ABBE BANIER. 
VIX. 40. Curl's chaſte preſs, aud Lintot's rubric pop, ] 
Two Bookſellers, of whom ſee Book 2. The former 
was fined by the Court of King's Bench for publiſhing 
obſcene books ; the latter uſually adorned his ſhop with 


4 
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Sepulchral Lyes, our holy walls to grace, 
And New-year Odes, and all the Grub-ſtreet race. 


REMARKS. 


titles in red letters. 


VER. 41. Hence hymning Tyburn's elegiac lines,] It is 
an ancient Engliſh cuſtom for the MalefaQors to fing a 
Pſalm at their execution at Tyburn; and no leſs cuſtom- 
ary to print Elegies on their deaths, at the ſame time, 

or before. 

Ver. 42. Magazines,] Miſcellanies in proſe and 
verſe, in which at ſome times 

— new-born Nonſenſe firſt is taught to cry; 
at others, dead-born Dulneſs appears in a thouſand ſhapes. 
Theſe were thrown out weekly and monthly by every 
miſerable ſcribler; or picked up piece-meal and ſtolen 
from any body, under the title of Papers, Eſſays, Que- 
ries, Verſes, Epigrams, Riddles, Sc. equally the diſgrace 
of human Wit, Morality, and 1 

VER. 43. Sepulchral LJyes, ] Is a juſt ſatyr on the Flat- 
teries and Falſhoods admitted to be inſcribed on the walls 
of Churches, in Epitaphs. 

VER. 44. New-year Odes,] Made by the Poet Laureate 
for the time being, to be ſung at Court oneveryNew-year's 
day, the words of which are happily drowned in the 
voices and inſtruments. The New-year Odes of the Hero 
of this work were of a caſt diſtinguiſhed from all that 


preceded him, and made a conſpicuous part of his chara- 
Qter as a writer, which doubtleſs induced our Author to 
mention them here ſo particularly. 


IMITATIONS. 
'Vex. 41, 42. Hence hymning Tyburn, — Hence, 075 


Genus unde Latinum 


Albanique patres, atque altæ mania Rome. Virg. En. i. 


Book I. The Don cra... 15 
In clouded Majeſty here Dulneſs ſhone ; 
Four guardian Virtues, round, ſupport her throne: 
Fierce champion Fortitude, that knows no fears 45 
Of hiſles, blows, or want, or loſs of ears: | 
Calm Temperance, whoſe bleflings thoſe partake 
Who hunger, and who. thirſt for ſcribling ſake: 


REMARKS. | 


Ver. 43. In clouded Majeſty here Dulneſs ſhone ;] See 
this Cloud removed, or rolled back, or gathered up to 
her head, book 4. „ 17, 18, It is worth while to, 

mpare this deſcription. of the Majeſty of Dulneſs in a 
ſtate of 2 tranquillity, with that more buſy ſcene 
where ſhe mounts the throne in triumph, and is nat ſo 
much ſypported by her own Virtues as by the Princely 
Conſciouſneſs of having deſtroyed all other. ScriBL. 


VEB. 48. Vo hunger, and wha thirſt, ] This is an 


& alluſiop to a text in Scripture, which ſhews, in Mr. 
% Pope, a delight in prophaneneſs,” (ſaid Curl upon 
this place.] But it is very familiar with Shakeſpear to 
allude to. paſſages of Scripture: Out of a great number L 
will ſelect a few, in which he not only alludes to, but 
quotes the very Texts from holy Writ, In All's welk 


9 IMmiTATIONS. 
Vas; 43. I clouded Majeſty} 
4 , ** — the Moon 


Nit in clouded Majefly —» Milton, Book ir. 

Ver. 435. chat knows 10 fears E 
Of hiffes, Bau, or want, or boſs of cars 21 

Ruem neque 


r 
= as %s 


panperics, neque mars, neque vincula * 
un er. orat. 


16 The Dvwneriay. Bock I. 
Prudence, whoſe glaſs preſents chi approaching jayl: 
Poetic Juſtice, with her lifted ſcale, 50 
Where, in nice balance, truth with gold ſhe bits ord 
And ſolid pudding againſt empty praiſe. 

'Here ſhe beholds the Chaos dark and deep, 
Where namelefs Somethings in their cauſes fleep, 
Till genial Jacob, or a warm Third day, 55 
An h cach h mal, a Poem, or a . 


5 


REMARES. 


that eld well, 7 an no gebat Nebuchaduezzar, I hau 
not much ili i in graſs. Ibid. They are for the flowery 
way that leads to the broad gate and the great fire. 
Mat. vii. 13. In Much ado about nothing, All, all, 
and moreover God ſaw him when he «was hid in the gar- 
den. Gen, ii. 8. (in à very jocoſe ſcene.) In Love's la- 


bour loſt, he talks of Sampſon's carry ing the gates on 


his back; in the Merry wives of Windſor, of Goliah and 
the weaver's beam; and in Henry IV, Falſtaff's ſoldiers 


are compared to Lazarus and the prodi gal lan.” '-* 
The firſt part of this note is Mr. Cu x Ls, the reſt is Mr. 


Tu EOBALD'S, Appendix to Shakeſpeare Reſtored, p.1 44: 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 53. Here he beboldi the Chaos dark and deep, 
Where nameleſs Somethings, Qc. ] That is to ſay, unform- 
ed things, which are either made into Poems or Plays, 
as the Bookſellers or the Players bid moſt. - Theſe lines 
allude to the following in Garth's Diſpenſary, Cant, yi. 

Within the chambers of the globe they ht: 0 
We beds where ſleeping vegetables lie, 

ll the glad ſummons of @ genial ray 
- Unbinds the glebe, and calls them out to 45 


a N 


” 


Book 1. The bolt 17 
How hints, like ſpawn, ſcarce quick in 4 lie, 
How new- born nonſenſe firſt is taught to cry, 
Maggots half-form'd, in thyme exactly meet, 
And learn to crawl upon poetic feet. 60 
Here one poor word an hundred clenches makes, 
And ductile dulneſs new meanders takes; 

There motley Images her fancy ſtrike, 

Figures ill n and Similies unlike, 


REMARKS: 


_ Ver. Gt. Here one poor Mord an hundred TTY nales, ] 
1 may not be amiſs to give an inſtance or two of theſe 
operations of Dulneſe out of the Works of her Sons, ce- 
lebrated in the poem. A great Critic formerly held theſe 
clenches in ſuch abhorrence, that he declared he that 
** would pun, would pick a pocket.” Vet Mr. Dennis's 
works afford us notable examples in this kind: Ale- 
% xander Pope hath ſent abroad into the world as many 
% Bulls as his nameſake Pope Alexander. Let us take 
« the initial and final letters of his Name, viz. A. PE, 
& and they give you the idea of an Ae. Pope comes 
„ from the Latin word Popa, Which ſignifies à little 
Wart; or from poppy/ma, becauſe he was continually 
4e popping out ſquibs of wit, or rather Popy/mata, or Po- 
% pi/ms.” Dennis on Hom. and Daily Journal, June 11, 
e 

-ImiTATIONS. 


Vak. 62. Ard duftile Dalueſi, &.] A parody on 4 
verſe in Garth, Cant. I. 


How tA matter new Ad taker. 


18 The Dunciap. Book I. 
She ſees a Mob of Metaphors advance, 6g 
Pleas'd with the madneſs of the mazy dance: 
How Tragedy and Comedy embrace; 

How Farce and Epic get a jumbled race; | 
How Time himſelf ſtands {till at her command, 
Realms ſhift their place, and Ocean turns to land. 70 
Here gay Deſcription Ægypt glads with ſhow'rs, 
Or gives to Zembla fruits, to Barca flow'rs ; 
Glitt'ring with ice here hoary hills are ſeen, 

There painted vallies of eternal green, 

On cold December fragrant chaplets blow, 75 
And heavy harveſts nod beneath the ſnow. * 


REMARKS. 

Ver. 68, 69. How Farce and Epic — How Time him- 
felf, Ce. ] Allude to the tranſgreſſions of the Unities in 
the Plays of ſuch poets. For the miracles wrought up- 
on Time and Place, and the mixture of Tragedy and 
Comedy, Farce and Epic, fee Pluto and Proſerpine, 
Penelope, &c. if yet extant. 2 

VER. 71. AÆgypt glad with fhow'rs,] In the lower 
Egypt Rain is of no uſe, the overflowing of the Nile 
being ſufficient to impregnate the ſoil. Theſe ſix 
verſes repreſent the Inconſiſtencies in the deſcriptions of 
Poets who heap together all glittering and gawdy images, 
though incompatible in one ſeaſon, or in one ſcene. — 
See the Guardian, No. 40. P. 6. See alſo Euſdeu's 
whole works, if to be found. It would not have been 
unpleaſant to have given Examples of all theſe ſpecies of 
bad writing from theſe Authors, but that it is already 
done in our Treatiſe of the Baibos. SCRIBL. 


Book I The Dounctran. 19 
All theſe, and more, the cloud-compelling Queen 
Beholds thro* fogs, that magnify the ſcene: 

She, tinſel'd o'er in robes of varying hues, | 
With ſelf-applauſe her wild creation views; 80 
Sees momentary monſters riſe and fall, 

And with her own fools-colours gilds them all. 
Twas on the day, when * * rich and grave, 
Like Cimon, triumph'd both on land and wave: 
(Pomps, without guilt, of bloodleſs {words and maces, 
Glad chains, warm furs, broad banners, and broad 

| faces) 
REMARKS. | 3 
Ver. 83, 84. Twas on the Day auben rich and grave, 
Like Cimon, triumph'd} Viz. a Lord Mayor's Day; his 
name the author had left in blanks, but moſt certainly 
could never be that which the Editor foiſted in formerly, 
and which no way agrees with the chronology. of the 
poem. N | 3 BERT. 
The Proceſſion of a Lord Mayor is made partly by 
land, and partly by water. — Cimon, the famous Athe- 
nian General, obtained a victory by ſea, and another by 
land, on the ſame day, over the Perſians and Barba- 
rians. 
Ve. 86. Glad chains,] The Ignorance of theſe Mo- 
derns! This was altered in one edition to Gold chains, 


ſhewing more regard to the metal of which the chains 
of Aldermen are made, than to the beauty of the Latiniſm 


| IMEITATIONS. 
VR. 77. The chud-compelling Queen] From Homer's 


epithet of Jupiter, nPrAnſegira Fivs. 1 
WES 2 


20 The DuncianD: Bock I. 
Now Night deſcending, the proud ſcene was o'er, 


But liv'd, in Settle's numbers, one-day more. 
Now May'rs and Shrieves all huſh'd and ſatiate lay, 
Vet eat, in dreams, the cuſtard of the day; go 
While penſive Poets painful vigils keep, 

Sleepleſs themſelves, to give their readers ſleep. 
Much to the mindful Queen the feaft recalls 
What City Swans once ſung within the walls; 
Much ſhe revolves their arts, their ancient praiſe, 95 


And ſure ſucceſſion down from Heywood's days. 


REMARKS. 


and e nay of figurative ſpeech itſelf : Lætas ſe- 
getes, glad, for making glad, Cc. SCRIBL. 


Ver. 88. But liv/d, in Settle's numbers, ont day more.] 


A beautiful manner of ſpeaking, uſual with poets in 
. Praiſe of poetry, in which kind nothing is finer than 
thoſe lines of Mr. Addiſon : 


Sometimes, miſguided by the tuneful throng, 
1 hook for ſtreams immortaliz'd in ſong, 
That loft in filence and oblivion lie, 
Dumb are their fountains, and their channels dry ; 
Net run for ever by the Muſes ill, 
Aud in the ſmooth deſcription murmur ſtill. 
Ibid. But liv'd, in Settle's numbers, one day more.] 


Settle was poet to the City of London. His office was 
to compoſe yearly panegyricks upon the Lord Mayors, 
and verſes to be ſpoken in the Pageants : But that part 


of the ſhows being at length frugally aboliſhed, the Em- 
ployment of City-poet [ceaſed ; ſo that upon Settle's 
demiſe there was no- ſucceſſor to that place. 

Ver. 96. John Heywood, whoſe Interludes were print- X 
ed in the time of Henry VIII. FE 


Book Il The Dunc1avD. 3 
She faw, with joy, the line immortal run, 25 
Each ſire impreſt and glaring in his ſon: 

So watchful Bruin forms, with plaſtic care, 


Each growing lump, and brings it to a Bear. 100 
She ſaw old Pryn in reſtleſs Daniel ſhine, | 


And Euſden eke out Blackmore's endleſs line; 

W iin 
V᷑æX. 101. Old Pryn in reſtleſs Daniel] The firſt edi- 
tion had it, 5 

She ſaw in Norton all his father fhine : A 
a great Miſtake! for Daniel De Foe had parts, but Nor- 
ton De Foe was a wretched writer, and never attempted 
Poetry. Much more juſtly is Daniel himſelf made ſuc- 
ceſſor to W. Pryn, both of whom wrote Verſes as well 
as Politicks ; as appears by the poem De jure divino, 


Sc. of De Foe, and by theſe lines in Cowley's Miſcel- 
lanies, on the other : | 


One lately did not fear 
( Without the Muſes leave ) to plant Verſe here. 
But it produced ſuch baſe, rough, crabbed, hedge- 
mes, as een ſet the bearers ears on edge : 
ritten by William Prynn Eſqui-re, the 
Year of our Lord, fix hundred thirty three. 
Brave Ferſey Muſe! and he's for his high flyle 
Call'd to this day the Homer of the Iſle. 


And both theſe authors had a reſemblance in their fates 


” well as writings, having been alike ſentenced to the 
illory. 34 

VER. 102. And Euſden che out, &c. ] Laurence Euſ- 
den Poet laureate, Mr, Jacob gives 8 catalogue of ſome 


3 


22 The Duneriay. Book I. 
She ſaw ſlow Philips creep like Tate's poor page, 
And all the mighty Mad in Dennis rage. 


REMARKS. 


few only of his works, which were very numerous. 
Mr. Cook, in his Battle of Poets, faith of him, 


Euſden, a laurel d Bard, by fortune rais'd, 
By very few was read, by fewer prais'd. 


Mr. Oldmixon, in his Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, 
p. 413, 414. affirms, * That of all the Galimatia's he 
% ever met with, none comes up to ſome verſes of this 


% Poet, which have as much of the Ridiculum and the 


« Fuſtian in them as can well be jumbled together, 
« and are of that ſort of nonſenſe, which ſo perfectly 
* confounds all ideas, that there is no diſtin one left 
in the mind.” Further he ſays of him, That he 
* hath prophecied his own poetry ſhall be ſweeter than 
4% Catullus, Ovid, and Tibullus ; but we have little 
hope of the accompliſhment of it, from what he hath 
lately publiſhed,” Upon which Mr. Oldmixon has not 
ſpared a reflection, That the putting the Laurel on the 
«© head of one who writ ſuch verſes, will give futurity 
* a very lively idea of the judgment and juſtice of thoſe 
** who beſtowed it.” Ibid. p. 417. But the well-known 
learning of that Noble Perſon, who was then Lord Cham- 
berlain, might have ſcreened him from this unmannerly 
reflection. Nor ought Mr. Oldmixon to complain, 
ſo long after, that the Laurel would have better become 
his own' brows, or any other's: It were more decent 
to acquieſce in the opinion of the Duke of Buckingham 
upon this matter: | 
Lu ruſh'd Euſden, and wy'd, Who ſhall have it, 
But I, the true Laureate, ta whom the King gave it? 


Book 1. The Dux Tb. 23 
In each ſhe marks her Image full expreſt, 105 
But chief in Bays's monſter- breeding breaſt; 


REMARKS. 


© Apollo Beg d pardon, and granted his claim, 
But wow'd that "till then he ne er heard of his name. 
_ Seſſion of Poets. 


The ſame plea might alſo ſerve for his ſucceſſor, Mr. 
Cibber ; and is further ſtrengthened in the following Epi- 
gram, made on that occaſion ; 


In merry old England it once wwas a rule, 

The King had his Poet, and alſo his Fool: 
But now we're /o frugal, Td have you to know it, 

That Cibber can ſerve both for Fool and for Poet. 
Of Blackmore, fee Book 2. Of Philips, Book 1. / 236. 
and Book 3. prope fin. 74 

Nahum Tate was Poet Laureate, a cold writer, of 
no invention; but ſometimes tranſlated tolerably when 
befriended by Mr. Dryden. In his ſecond part of Abſa- 
lom and Achitophel are above two hundred admirable 
lines together of that great hand, which ſtrongly ſhine 
through the infipidity of the reſt. Something parallel 
may be obſerved of another Author here mentioned. 

Ven. 104. And all the nigbiy Mad] This is by no 
means to be underſtood literally, as if Mr. Dennis were 
really mad, according to the Narrative of Dr. Norris 
in Swift and Pope's Miſcellanies, vol. 3. No — it is 
ſpoken of that Excellent and Divine Madneſs, ſo often 
mentioned by Plato ; that poetical rage and enthuſiaſm, 
with which Mr. D. hath, in his time, been highly poſ- 
ſeſſed; and of thoſe extraordinary hints and motions 
whereof he himſelf fo feelingly ad: his preface to 
'Y 4 


. 
$- 
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24 The, Dune ran. Bock J. 
Bays, form'd by nature Stage and Town to bleſs, 
And act, and be, a Coxcomb with ſucceſs, 


REMARKS. 


the Rem, on Pr, Arth. ¶ See notes on Book 7 8 266.] 
Cone CRIBL. 

VER. 104. Aud all the mighty Mad in Dennis rage.] 
Mr. Theobald, in the Cenſor, vol. 2. No. 33. calls 
Mr. Dennis by the Name of Furius. The modern 
© Furius 1s to be looked upon as more the object of pity 
*© than of that which he daily provokes, laughter and 
* contempt. Did we really know how much this poor 


man ( Iwifþ that reflection on poverty had been ſpared ) 
4 ſuffers'by being contradicted, or, which is the ſame 
- * thing in effect, by hearing another praiſed ; we ſhould, 
““ in compaſſion, ſometimes attend to him with a ſilent 


„ nod, and let him go away with the triumphs of his 
“ il] nature. Por Furius (again) when any of 
e his cotemporaries are ſpoken well of, quitting the 
, ground of the preſent diſpute, ſteps back a thouſand 
de years to call in the ſuccour of the Ancients. His very 


e panegyrie is ſpiteful, and he uſes it for the ſame reaſon 


% as ſome Ladies do their commendations of a dead 
% beauty, who would never have had their good word, 
« but that a living one happened to be mentioned in 
** their company, His applauſe is not the tribute of 
7e his Heart, but the Serie of his Revenge,” c. In- 
deed his pieces againſt our Poet are ſomewhat of an an- 
gry character, and as they are now ſcarce extant, a taſte 
of his ſtyle may be ſatisfactory to the curious. A 
young, ſquab, ſhort gentleman, whoſe outward form 


though it ſhould be that of downright monkey, would 


'* not differ ſo much from human ſhape as his unthink- 
ing immaterial part does from human underſtanding, 


Book J. The Duncran, 25 


Dulneſs with tranſport eyes the lively Dunce, 
Remembring ſhe herſelf was Pertneſs once. 1 10 


REMARKS: 


le is as ſtupid and as venomous. as a hunchback'd 
% toad, — A book through which folly and ignorance, 
<* thoſe brethren ſo lame and impotent, do ridiculouſly 
look very big and very dull, and ſtrut and - hebble, 
© cheek by jowl, with their arms on kimbo, being led 
* and ſupported, and bully-backed by that blind Hector, 
© Impudence.” Reflect. on the Eſſay on Crit. p. 26.29, 30. 
It would be unjuſt not to add his reaſons for this Fury, 
they are ſo ſtrong and ſo coercive : © I regard him {faith 
he) as an Enemy, not ſo much to me, as to my King, 
to my Country, to my Religion, and to that Liberty 
„ which has been the ſole felicity of my life. A vaga- 
+ xy of fortune, who is ſometimes pleaſed to be frolick- 
«* ſome, and the epidemic Magne/5 of the times have 
given him Reputation, and Reputation (as Hobbes ſays) 
is Power, and that has made him dangerous. 'There- 
fore I look on it as my duty to King George, Whoſe 
faithful ſubje& I am; to my Country, of which I have 
appeared a conſtant lover; to the Laws, under whoſe 
protection I have ſo long lixed; and to the Liberty of 
«« my Country, more dear to me than life, of which I 
have now 25 forty years been a conſtant aſſertor, c. I 
look upon it as my-duty, I ſay, to do —you ſhall fee 
what — to pull the lion's ſkin from this little Aſs, 
„ which popular error has thrown round him; and to 
„ ſhew that this Author, who has been lately ſo much 
in vogue, has neither ſen/e in his thoughts, nor Englifh 
© in his 3 Dennis, Rem. on Hom. Pref. 
„2. 91, Ce. | To 
F Beſides theſe public-ſpirited reaſons, Mr. D. had a 
private one; which, by his manner of expreſſing it in 


26 The Duncriavy. Book l. 
Now. (ſhame to Fortune !) an ill Run at Play 
Blank'd his bold viſage, and a thin Third day: 
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p. 92, appears to have been equally ſtrong. He was 
even in bodily fear of his life from the machinations of 
the ſaid Mr. P. The ſtory (ſays he) is too long to 
«© be told, but who would be acquainted with it, may 
hear it from Mr. Curl, my Bookſeller. — However, 
what my reaſon has ſuggeſted to me, that I have 
with a juſt confidence ſaid, in defiance of his two clan- 
«« deſtine weapons, his Slander and his Poy/on.” Which 
laſt words of his book plainly diſcover Mr. D.'s ſuſpi- 
cion was that of being poy/oned, in like manner as Mr. 
Curl had been before him; of which fact ſee 4 full and 
true account of a horrid and barbarous revenge by poyſon, 
en the body of Edmund Curl, printed in 1716, the year 
antecedent to that wherein theſe Remarks of Mr. Den- 
nis were publiſhed. But what puts it beyond all que- 
ſtion, is a paſſage in a very warm treatiſe, in which 
Mr. D. was alfo concerned, price two pence, called 4 
true character of Mr. Pope and his writings, printed 
for S. Popping, 1716; in the tenth page whereof he is 
faid * to have inſulted people on thoſe calamities and 
% difeaſes which he himſelf gave them, by adminiſtring 
« Poy/on to them; and is called (p. 4.) © a Jurking 
« way-laying coward, and a ftabber in the dark.” 
Which (with many other things moſt lively ſet forth in 
that piece) muſt have rendered him a terror, not to Mr. 
Dennis only, but to all chriſtian people. | | 

For the reſt ; Mr. John Dennis was the ſon of a Sad- 
ler in London, born in 1657. He paid court to Mr. 
Dryden ; and having obtained ſome correſpondence with 
Mr. Wycherly and Mr. Congreve, he immediately ob- 
liged the pablic with their Letters. He made himſelf 


Book I. The Dunciad. 27 


Swearing and ſupperleſs the Hero fate, 
Blaſphem'd his Gods, the Dice, and damn'd his Fate. 


REMARKS. 


known to the Government by many admirable ſchemes 
and projects; which the Miniſtry, for reaſons beſt known 
to themſelves, conſtantly kept private. For his chara- 
Cter, as a writer, it is given us as follows: Mr. Den- 
nis is excellent at Pindaric writings, perfe&ly regular 
in all his performances, and a perſon of found Learn: 
ing. That he is maſter of a great deal of Penetration 
and Judgment, his criticiſms (particularly on Prince 
Arthur ) do ſufficiently demonſtrate.” From the ſame 
account it alſo appears that he writ Plays © more to get 
Reputation than Money.” Dennis of himſelf. See 
Giles Jacob's Lives of Dram. Poets, p. 68, 69. com- 
pared: with p. 286. 

VER. 107. Bays, form'd by nature, c.] It is hoped 
the Poet here hath done full juſtice to his Hero's Chara- 
Ger, which it were a great miſtake to imagine was 
wholly ſunk in Stupidity ; he is allowed to have ſupport- 
ed it with a wonderful mixture of Vivacity, This Cha- 
racter is heightened according to his on deſire, in a Letter 
he wrote to our Author. Pert and dull, at leaſt, you 
„might have allowed me. What! am I only to be 
* dull, and dull fill, and again, and for ever?” He then 
ſolemniy appealed to kis own Conſcience, that he could 
* not think himſelf ſo, nor believe that our Poet did; 
but that he ſpoke worſe of him than he could poſſibly 
think; and concluded it muſt be merely to ſhew his Mit, 
or for ſome Profit or Lucre to himſelf.” 51 of C. C. 
chap. vii. and Letter to Mr. P. pag. 15. 40. 53. 

VIER. 111. Shame to Fortune! | Bes me uſually 
ſnews favour to perſons of this Character, my have 
a three-fold pretence to it. 


28 The Dunciar. Book I. 
Then gnaw'd his pen, then daſh'd it on the ground, 
Sinking from thought to thought, a vaſt profound! 
Plung'd for his ſenſe, but found no bottom there, 

Yet wrote, and flounder'd on, in mere deſpair. 

Round him much Embryo, much Abortion lay, 
Much future Ode, and abdicated Play; 120 


REMARKS. 4 


VER. 113. Supperleſs the Hero ſate,] It is amazing 
how the ſenſe of this hath been miſtaken by all the for- 
mer Commentators, who moſt idly ſuppoſe it to imply 
that the Hero of the Poem wanted a ſupper. In truth 
a great abſurdity! Not that we are ignorant that the 
Hero of Homer's Odyſſey is frequently in that Circum- 
ſtance, and therefore it can no way derogate from the 
grandeur of Epic Poem to repreſent ſuch Hero under a 
calamity, to which the greateſt, not only of Critics and 
Poets, but of Kings and Warriors, have been ſubje&. 
But much more refined, I will venture to ſay, is the 
meaning of our Author : It was to give us, obliquely, a 
curious precept, or, what Boſſu calls, a diſguiſed ſentence, 
that Temperance is the life of Study.” The language 
of Poeſy brings all into action; and to repreſent a Cri- 
tic encompaſſed with books, but without a ſupper, is a 
Picture which lively expreſſeth how much the true Critic 
prefers the diet of the mind to that of the body, one of 
which he always caſtigates, and often totally neglects for 
the greater improvement of the other. SCRIBL., 

But ſince the diſcovery of the true Hero of the poem, 
may we not add that nothing was ſo natural, after ſa 

eat a loſs of Money at Dice, or of Reputation by his 

lay, as that the Poet ſhould have no great ſtomach'to 
eat a ſupper, FR - BENTL, 


— 


Book IJ. The Dunciray. 29 
Nonſenſe precipitate, like running Lead, 5 
That ſlipꝰd thro* Cracks and Zig - zags of the Head; 
All that on Folly Frenzy could beget, 

Fruits of dull Heat, and Sooterkins of Wit. 

Next, o'er his Books his eyes began to roll, 125 
In pleaſing memory of all he ftole, | | 
How here he ſipp'd, how there he plunder'd ſnug, 
And ſuck'd all o'er, like an induſtrious Bug. 

Here lay poor Fletcher's half-eat ſcenes, and here. 
The Frippery of crucified Moliere ; 130 
There hapleſs Shakeſpear, yet of Tibbald ſore, 
Wiſh'd he had blotted for himſelf before. 
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VER. 129. Poor Fleteber's half-eat ſcenes,] A great 
number of them taken out, to patch up his Plays. 
VER. 130. The Frippery] ©© When I fitted up an old 
© play, it was as a good houſiyife will mend old linnen, 
«« when ſhe has not better employment.” Life, p. 217. 
Ver. 131. Hapleſi Shakeſpear, yet of Tibbald fore, ] It 
is not to be doubted but Bays was a ſubſcriber to Tib- 
bald's Shakeſpear. He was frequently liberal this way; 
and, as he tells us, ** ſubſcribed to Mr. Pope's Homer, 
out of pure Generoſity and Civility ; but when Mr. 
« Pope did fo to his Nonjuror, he concluded it could be 
* nothing but a joke.” Letter to Mr. P. p. 24. 
This Tibbald, or Theobald, publiſhed an edition of 
Shakeſpear, of which he was ſo proud himſelf as to ſay, 
in one of Miſt's Journals, June 8, That to expoſe any 
«« Errors in it was impracticable.“ And in another, 


April 27, That whatever care might for the future be 
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30 The Dux c IAD. Bock I. 
The reſt on Outſide- merit but preſume, RR 
Or ſerve (like other Fools) to fill a room; 
Such with their ſhelves as due proportion hold, 135 
Or their fond Parents dreſs'd in red and gold; 

Or where the Pictures for the page attone, 

And Quarles is fav'd by Beauties not his own. 
Here ſwells the ſhelf with Ogilby the great; 
There, ſtamp'd with arms, Newcaſtle ſhines complete: 


REMARKS. 


* taken by any other Editor, he would ſtill give 1 
five hundred Emendations, that Hall eſcape them 
* all. * ; 

VIX. 132. Wi 722 he had blatted] It was a ridicu- 
Jous praiſe which the Players gave to Shakeſpear, * that 
* he never blotted a line.” Ben. Johnſon honeſtly 
wiſhed he had blotted a thouſand ; and Shakeſpear would 
certainly have wiſhed the ſame, if he had lived to ſee the 
alterations which, not the Actors only, but the Critics, 
of our days have made ©. his writings. 

Ver.135.The reft on Out: ſide- merit, &c.] This Library 
is divided into three parts; the firſt conſiſts of thoſe au- 
thors from whom he ſtole, and whoſe works he mangled ; 
the ſecond, of ſuch as fitted the ſhelves, or were gilded 
for ſhew, or adorned with pictures; the third elaſs our 
author calls ſolid learning ; old bodies of Divinity, old 
Commentaries, old Engliſh Printers,' or old Engliſh 
Tranſlations ; all very Wan and fit to erect altars 
to Dulneſs. 

VIX. 139. Ogilby the great ; ** John Ogilby was 
© one, who, from a late initiation into literature, made 
* ſuch a progreſs as might well ſtyle him the Prodigy of 
* his time! ſending into the world ſo many large Ve- 


F 


Book I, The Dux IA. 31 
Here all his ſuff ring brotherhood retire, 

And *ſcape the martyrdom of jakes and fire; 

A Gothic Library | of Greece and Rome 

Well purg'd, and worthy Settle, Banks, and Broome. 
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% Jumes! His tranſlations of Homer and Virgil, done to 
*© the life, and with ſuch excellent ſculptures! And, 
« (what added great grace to his works) he printed 
them all on ſpecial good paper, and in a very good let. 
4% ter.” WINSTANLY, Lives of Poets. | 
Ver. 140. There, ſtamp d with arm:, Newcaſile ſhines 
complete.] The Ducheſs of Newcaſtle was one who bu- 
* fied herſelf in the raviſhing delights of Poetry; leav- 
ing to poſterity in print three ample Volumes of her 
« ſtudious endeavours.” WrnsTANLY, ibid. Langbaine 
reckons up eight Folios of her Grace's; which were u- 
ſually adorned with gilded covers, and had her coat of 
arms upon them. | 
VIX. 144. Worthy Settle, Banks, and Broome.]} The 
Poet has mentioned theſe three Authors in particular, as 
they are parallel to our Hero in his three capacities : 
1. Settle was his Brother Laureate; only indeed upon 
half-pay, for the City, inſtead of the Court; but equal- 
ly famous for unintelligible Flights in his Poems on 
public occaſions, ſuch as Shows, Birth-days, &c. 2. Banks 
was his Rival in Trageay (though more ſucceſsful) in 
the Earl of Eſſex, Anna Boleyn, the Queen of Scots, 
and Cyrus the Great; all which he dreſt in a ſort of 
Beggars Velvet, or a happy mixture of the thick Fuſtian 
and thin Proſaic ; exactly imitated in Perolla and Iſidora, 
Czſar in Ægypt, and the Heroic Daughter. 3. And 


Broome was a ſerving- man of Ben. Johnſon, who once 
icked up a Comedy from his Betters, or from ſome caſt 
cenes of his Maſter, not entirely contemptible. ; 


32 The Duncrav. Bock I. 


But, high above, more ſolid Learning ſhone, 14 5 
The Clafſies of an Age that heard of none: 
There Caxton ſlept, with Wynkin at his fide, 
One claſp'd in wood, and one in ſtrong cow-hide ; 

1 eee 
. Ver. 147. Caæton] A Printer in the time of Ed. IV, 
Rich. III, and Hen. VII; Wynkyn de Word, his ſuc- 
ceſſor, in that of Hen. VII and VIII. The former 
tranſlated into proſe Virgil's ZAneis, as a hiſtory 3 of 


which he ſpeaks, in his Proeme, in a very ſingular man- 
ner, as of a book hardly known. Happened that 


* to my hande cam a lytyl book in frenche, whiche 
late was tranſlated out of latyn by ſome noble clerke 


of fraunce, whiche baoke is named Eneydos (made in 


< Jatyn by. that noble poete & grete clerk YVyrg lt) 


* whiche baoke I ſawe over and redde therein, How 
©«< after the generall deſtruccyon of theigrete Try, Engas. 


«© departed berynge his olde fader anchi/es upon his ſhol- | 


«© dres, his lytyl fon yo/as on his hande, his wyfe with 
«© moche other people followynge, and how he ſhipped 
and departed; wyth alle thyſtogye of his aduentures 
« that he had er he cam to the atchievement of his con- 
© queſt of hraßhe, 3 ſhall be ſhewed in this 
* preſent booke. In whiche booke 1 had grete play - 
. ſyr, by cauſe of the fayr and honeſt termes & wordes 
in frenche, whiche I neuer ſawe to fore lyke, ne 
none ſo play ſaunt ne ſo well ordred; whiche booke 
«© as me ſemed ſholde be moche requyſite to noble men 
«© to ſee,” as wel for the eloquence as the hiſtoryes. How 
wel that many hondred yerys paſſed was the ſayd 
% booke of Hneydos wyth other workes made and ler ned 
«© dayly in ſcolis, eſpecyally in ytaꝶhe and other plates, 
which hiſtorye the ſayd Vyrgyle made in metre.” 


a 


* 


— 
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There, ſav'd by ſpice, like Mummies, many a year, 


Dry Bodies of Divinity appear : M 


De Lyra there a dreadful front extends, | 

And here the groaning ſhelves Philemon bends. 
Of theſe twelve volumes, twelve of ampleſt ſize, 

Redeem'd from tapers and defrauded pies, - 

Inſpir'd he ſeizes: Theſe an altar raiſe: 155 

An hecatomb of pure, unſully'd lays _ 

That altar crowns: A folio Common-place . 

Founds the whole pile, of all his works the baſe : 

Quartos, octavos ſhape the leſs' ning pyre, 

A twiſted Birth- day Ode completes the ſpire. 160 


| | REMARKS. Waun | 
*. Ver. 145. More ſolid Learning] Some "kh object- 
ed, that books of this ſort ſuit not ſo well the library of 
our Bays, which they imagine conſiſted of Novels, Plays, 
and obſcene books; but they are to conſider, that he 
furniſhed his ſhelves only for ornament, and read theſe 
books no more than the dry bodies of Divinity, which, 


no doubt, were purchaſed by his father, when he de- 


ſigned him for the Gown. [See the note on Y 194.] 
VER. 151. Nich. de Lyra, or Harpsfield, a very vo- 
luminous commentator, whoſe Works, in five vaſt fol ios, 
were printed in 1472 Fans Þ 25 

VER. 152. Philemon Holland Doctor in Phyſic. He 


| tranſlated /o many books, that a man would think he had 


done nothing elſe; inſomuch that he might be called 
Tranſlator-general of his age.” The books alone of his 
turning into Engliſh are ſufficient to Make a Country 
Gentleman a complete Librarꝛ. WiNsTANL, 


34 The Dux IAD. Book I. 
Then he: Great tamer of all human art! 

Firſt in my care, and ever at my heart; 

Dulneſs ! whoſe good old cauſe I yet defend, | 

With whom my Muſe began, with whom ſhall end: 

E'er ſince Sir Fopling's Periwig was Praiſe, 165 
To the laſt honours of the Butt and, Bays. 


REMARKS. 

Ver. 165. Fer fince Sir Fopling's Periauig] The firſt 
viſible cauſe of the paſſion of the Town for our Hero, 
was a fair flaxen full-bottom'd Periwig, which, he tells 
us, he wore-in his firſt play of the Fool in faſhion, It 
attracted, in a particular manner, the Friendſhip of Col. 
Brett, who wanted to purchaſe it.. © Whatever con- 
% tempt (ſays he) Philoſophers may have for a fine Pe- 
« riwig, my friend, who was not to deſpiſe the world, 
but to live in it, knew very well that ſo material an 
< article of dreſs upon the head of a man of ſenſe, if it 

became him, could never fail of drawing to him a 
© more partial regard and Benevolence, than could 
<<. poſſibly be hoped for in an ill-made one. This, 
«« perhaps, may ſoften the grave cenſure which ſo youth- 
„ ful a purchaſe might otherwiſe have laid upon him. 
In a word, he made his attack upon this Periwig, as 
your young fellows generally do upon a lady of plea- 

IMITATIONS. | 


VSI. 164. With whom my Muſe began, with whom 
+ fball-end.) + + | Fr 


A te principium, tibi definet —= Virg. Ecl. viii. 
Ex Aus Agb, x tis Ala Ni, Mira, Theoc. 
Prima dicte mibi, ſumma dicende Camana, Horat. 


Book J. The Duncran. 35 


O thou ! of Bus'neſs the directing ſoul 

To this our head, like byaſs to the bowl, 

Which, as more pond' rous, made its aim more true, 
Obliquely wadling to the mark in view. 170 
O! ever gracious to perplex d mankind, 

Still ſpread a healing miſt before the mind ; 

And leſt we err by Wit's wild dancing light, 
Secure us kindly in our native night: 

Or, if to Wit a coxcomb make pretence, 175 
Guard the ſure barrier between that and Senſe; 
Or quite unravel all the reas' ning thread, 

And hang ſome curious cobweb in its ſtead! 

As, forc'd from wind-guns, lead itſelf can fly, 
And pond”rous ſlugs cut ſwiſtly thro the ſky; 180 
As clocks to weight their nimble motion owe, 
The wheels above urg'd by the load below; 


REMARKS. 


« ſure, firſt by a few familiar praiſes of her perſon, and 
« then a civil enquiry into the price of it; and we fi- 
© niſhed our bargain that night over a bottle.” See 
Life, octavo p. 303. This remarkable Periwig uſually 
made its entrance upon the ſtage in a ſedan, brought in 
by two chairmen, with infinite approbation of the audi- 
ence. 

VER. 176, 177. Guard the ſure barrier — Or quite _ 
unravel, Qc.] For Wit or Reaſoning are never greatly 
' hurtful to Dulneſs, but when the firſt is founded in Truth, 


and the other in Uſefulneſs, 


36 The Du Nx oA D. Book I. 


Me Emptineſs and Dulneſs could inſpire, 
And were my Elaſticity and Fire. 

Some Dæmon ſtole my pen (forgive th'offence) 185 
And once betray'd me into Common Senſe : 

Elſe all my Proſe and Verſe were much the ſame ; 
This, Proſe on tilts ; that, Poetry faFn lame. 
Did on the ſtage my Fops appear confin'd ? 

My Life gave ampler leflons to mankind. 190 
Did the dead Letter unſucceſsful prove ? 

The fad Example never fail'd to move. 

Yet ſure had heav*n decreed to fave the ſtate, 
Heav'n had decreed thoſe works a longer date. 
Could Troy be ſav'd by any ſingle hand, I95 
This grey-gooſe weapon mult have made her ſtand. 
What can I now ? my Fletcher caſt aſide, 
Take up the Bible, once my better guide? 


RE MARE 8. 


x Ve. 197. My Fletcher] A familiar manner of ſpeak- 
ing, uſed by modern Critics, of a favourite author. Bays 


IMmITATIONS. 
Vas, 193. Had Heaw'n decreed, &c.] 


Me ſi cœlicolæ woluifſent ducere vitam, 
Has mihi ſervaſſent ſedes. — Virg. En. ii. 


VER. 195, 196. Could Troy be ſav'd — This grey-gooſe 
au D 
—— 6; Pergama dextra 
Defendi paſſent, etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent. Virg. ibid. 


Book I. The Dunciap. - 37 


Or chair'd at White's amidſt the Doctors fit, 199 
Teach Oaths to Gameſters, and to Nobles —Wit ? 
Or bidſt thou rather Party to embrace? 

(A friend to Party thou, and all her race; 


REMARKS. 

might as juſtly ſpeak thus of Fletcher, as a French Wit 
did of Tully, ſeeing his works in a library, Ah! mon 
cher Ciceron! je le connois bien; c'eſt le meme que 
Marc Tulle.” But he had a better title to call Fletcher 
his oxwn, having made ſo free with him. 

Ver. 198. Take up the Bible, once my better guide? ]! 
When, according to his father's intention, he had been 
a Clergyman, or (as he thinks himſelf) a Biſbop of the 
Church of England; whoſe Doctrine at that time being 
Paſſive Obedience, he muſt conſequently have taught. 
Hear his own words: © At the time that the fate of 
King James, the Prince of Orange, and Myſelf were 
* on the anvil, providence thought fit to poſtpone mine, 
still theirs were determined: But had my father car- 
* ried me A month ſooner to the Univerſity, who knows 
* but that purer fountain might have waſhed my Im- 
«« perfeCtions into a capacity of writing, inſtead of Plays 
« and annual Odes, Sermons and Paſtoral Letters? 
Apology for his Life, chap. iii. But though he did not 
arrive to preach it in the Church, he profeſſed it in the 
State during all the reign of queen Anne : and then wrote 
the meritorious Nonjuror, to ridicule (as he calls it) the 
* conſcientious Cauſe of the honeſt deluded Jacobites.” - 

VER. 199. At White's amidſt the Doctors] Theſe Do- 
ctors had a modeſt and fair Appearance, and, like true 
Maſters of Arts, were habited in b/ack and awhite; they 
were juſtly ſtyled Subtiles and Graves, but not always 
Trrefragabiles, being ſometimes examined, laid open, 
and ſplit. - ny.” | 


18 


38 The Dux IAD. Bock I. 
*Tis the ſame rope at different ends they twiſt; 

To Dulneſs, Ridpath is as dear as Miſt.) 

Shall I like Curtius, deſp'rate in my zeal, 205 


| Ofer head and ears plunge for the Commonweal ? 


Or rob Rome's ancient geeſe of all their glories, 
And cackling fave the Monarchy of Tories ? 


REMARKS. 


VER. 204. Ridpath — Miſt.) George Ridpath, au- 
thor of a Whig paper, called the Flying poſt ; Natha- 
nael Miſt, of a famous 'Tory Journal. 

VIX. 207. Or rob Rome's ancient geeſe of all their glo- 
ries, ] Relates to the well-known ſtory of the geeſe that 
ſaved the Capitol; of which Virgil, En. viii. 
Atque hic auratis volitans argenteus anſer 
Porticibus, Gallos in limine adeſſè canebat. 
A paſſage I have always ſuſpected. Who ſees not the 
antithefis of auratis and * to be unworthy the 
Virgilian majeſty? And what abſurdity to ſay a gooſe 
fengs? canebat. Virgil gives a contrary character of the 
voice of this filly bird, in Ecl. ix. | 
argutos interſtrepere anſer olores. 


| Read it, therefore, ade? ſtrepebat. And why auratis 


porticibus? does not the very verſe preceding this inform 


; Romuleogue recens harrebat regia culmo. 


Is this hatch in one line, and gold in another, conſiſtent ? 
T1 fcrople not ( repugnantibus omnibus manuſcriptis to cor- 


ret it auritis. Horace uſes the ſame epithet in the ſame 


Ducere quercus. | 


Book I. The Duxc1ap. 1420 
Hold—to ſome Miniſter I more incline; 50 : 
To ſerve his cauſe, O Queen! is ſerving thine; 210 
Now, ſee thy very Gazetteers give oer, 
Ev'n Ralph is loſt, and Henly writes no more! 
What then remains? Ourſelf. Still, ſtill remain 
Cibberian forehead, and Cibberian brain; eee ee 
This brazen Brightneſs, to the Squire ſo. dear; 215, 
This poliſh'd Hardneſs, that reflects the Peer; 3 | 


REMARKS» 


And to ſay that walls have ears is common even to a 
proverb. WN 8 wot \ Ca: | ScrIBL. 
Ver. 208. And cackling [avs the Monarchy of Tories p] 
Not out of any preference or aﬀeCtion to the Tories. For 
what: Hobbes ſo ingenuouſly confeſſes of himſelf, is true of 
all Party-writers whatſoever :_ ** That he defends the ſu- 
«« preme powers, as the Geeſe by their cack/ing defended 
* the Romans, who held the Capitol; for they favoured 
« them no more than the Gauls their Enemies, but were 
eas ready to have defended the Gauls if they had been 
Oy coſe of the Capitol.“ Epiſt. Dedic. to the Leviathan. 
VIS. 211, Gazetteers] A band of miniſterial writers, 
hired at the price mentioned in the note on book 2. 5 316. 
who, on the very day their Patron quitted his poſt, laid 
down their paper, and declared they would never more 


meddle in Politics,  _ F 

VIER. 214. Cibberian fore bead] So indeed all the MSS. 
read; but I make no ſcruple to pronounce them all wrong, 
the Laureate being elſewhere celebrated by our Poet for 
his great Modeffy——madeft Citber == Read, therefore, 


40  TheDvnctan, Bock I. 
This arch Abſurd, that wit and fool delights; © 

This Meſs, toſß'd up of Hocktey-hole and White's, 
Where Dukes and Butchers j join to wreath my crowns ; 
At once the Bear and Fiddle of the tw. a 

O born in ſin, and forth in folly brought ! 220 

Works damn'd, or to be damn'd (your rere fat) 
Go, purify'd by flame, aſcend the ſky, ' 

My better and more chriſtian progeny ! ! 


REMARKS. 


at my. peril, Cerberian gere bead. This is perſoctly claſ- 
| heal, and, what is more, Homerical; the Dog was the 
ancient, as the Birch is, the modern, ſymbol of Tinpu- 
dence; (Kurds ſuper” ix, ſays Achilles to Agathemnon) 
which, when in a ſuperlative degree, may well be deno · 
minated from Cerberus, the Dog with three hrads.—But 
as to the latter part of this verſe, Cibberian brain, that is 
certainly the genuine reading. BEN TL. 
VER. 22 l., O born in fin, &c.] This is a tender and 
paſſionate Apoſtrophe to his own works, which he is goir g 
to {acrjhce, agreeable to the nature of man in great afflic- 
non; and refleCting like a 2 on the many mĩſerable 
fates towhich they would o iſe be ſubject 
2 Ves 224. My better and more 15 5 5 255 eny !] 
It = be obſervable, that my Muſe and my Spouſe 
«6 were equally prolific ; ; that the one was ſeſdom the 
% mother of a Child, but in the ſame year the other made 
te me the father of a Play. J think we had a dozen of 
« each ſort between us; of both which kinds ſome died 
Kin heir Infancy," Sc. Lifeof C. C. p. 217. 8vo. edit. 
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Book I, The Dux rA D. 4t 
Unſtain'd, unftitch'd, and yet in maiden ſheets; 225 
While all your ſmutty Siſters walk the ftreets. 
Ye ſhall not beg, like gratis-given B—d, 

Sent with a Paſs, and vagrant thro the land? 
Not fail, with Ward, to Ape-and-monkey climes, 
Where vile Mundungus trucks for viler rhymes 3 + 
Not ſulphur-tipt emblaze an Ale-houſe fire; 231 
Not wrap up Oranges, to pelt your fire ! 


REMARKS: | 


VER. 225, 228. Gratis-given B—d,—Sent withaPaſs,] 
It was a practice ſo to give the Daily Gazetteer and mi- 
niſterial pamphlets (in which this B. was a writer) and 
to ſend them Poff frec to all the Towns in the kingdom. 
VIX. 229. With Ward to Ape-and-monkey climes, 
« Edward Ward, a very voluminous Poet in Hudibraſtic 
« yerſe, but beſt known by the London Spy, in proſe. He 
has of late years kept a public houſe in the City, (but in 
«* a genteel way) and with his wit, humour, and good liquor 
* (ale) afforded his gueſts a pleaſurable entertainment, eſ- 
* pecially thoſe of the high-church party.” Jacos, 
Lives of Poets, vol. ii. p. 225, Great numbers of his 
works were yearly fold into the Plantations.—Ward, in 
a book called Apollo's Maggot, declared this account to 


F* 


IMITATIONS. 
Ve. 225. Unſlain'd, unſtitebd, Sc.] 
| Felix Priamtia wirgo ! 
Fuſſa mori "que ſortitus non pertulit ullbs, 
Nec victoris heri tetigit captiva cubile ! Ty 
Nes, patria incenſa, diverſa per &quora vectæ, &c. 

| D 5 Virg. En. iii. 


\ 


42 The 908146 Book I. 
O] paſs more innocent, in infant ſtate, | 
To the mild Limbo of our Father Tate : 

Or peaceably forgot, at once be bleſt 235 
In Shadwell's boſom, with eternal Reft ' 

Soon to that maſs of Nonſenſe to return, 

Where things deſtroy'd are ſwept to things unborn. 
With that a Tear (portentous ſign of grace |) 
. Stole from the Maſter of the ſevenfold Face: 240 
And thrice he lifted high the mers brand, 

And thrice he e it from his quiv ring hand; 


= 


be a great falſity, proteſting that his Public houſe was not 
in the Cty, but in Moor fields 
VX. 239. With that a Tear ( portentous fign of grace ). 
Sc.] It is to be obſerved that our Poet hath made his He- 
ro, in imitation of t Virgil's, obnoxious to the tender Paſſions. 
He was indeed fo given to weeping, that he tells us, when 
Goodman the player ſwore, if he did not make a good actor, 
hed be damm d; the ſurpriſe of being commended by one 
* who had been himſelf ſo eminent on the ſtage, and in 
« ſo poſitive @ Manner, Was more than he could ſupport. 
Ina word (ſays he) it almoſt took away my — and 
ee laugh if you pleaſe) fairly drew tears om my eyes.“ 
P. 149. ofthis Life, octavo. EX 


{ 


ImITATIONS. 


"Yan. 245, Aut thr ice e dich the Birthday 
brand, | Ori. of Althæa on a like occaſion, N | 
* e 


Jum conata quater Has jmponere uren. 
Capita puater tenuit. 


Book 1. The DCA. 44 


Then lights the ſtructure, with averted eyes: 


0 rowling ſmokes involve the ſacrifice. 


The op*ning clouds diſcloſe each work by turns, 


| Now flames the Cid, and now Perolla burns; 246- 


Great Cæſar roars, and hiſſes i in the fires ; i 
| King John in ſilence modeſtly expires: 
No merit now the dear Nonjuror claims, 


Moliere's old ſtubble in a moment flames. 2 50 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 246. Now flames the Cid, Ge In the fink 
notes on the Dunciad it was ſaid, that this Author was 
particularly excellent at Tragedy. * This (ſays he) is 


as unjuſt as to ſay I could not dance on a Rope.“ But 


certain it is that he had attempted to dance on this Rope, 


and fell moſt ſhamefully, having produced no leſs than 


four Tragedies (the names of which the Poet preſerves 
in theſe few lines) the three firſt of them were fairly 
printed, ated, and damned; the fourth ſuppreſſed; in 
fear of the like treatment. | 

VER. 249, 250. The dear Nexjorar-— Me old 
Pubbl:) A Comedy threſhed out of Moliere's Tartuffe, 
and ſo much the Tranſlator's favourite, that he aſſures 


us all our author's diſlike to it could only ariſe from 4% 
u ſfection to the Government 3 


Oui mepriſe Cotin, neſtime point fon Noi, 


Etna, jelm Cotin, ni Dieu, ni foi, ni li, Boll. 


IMITATIONS., 
"Ver. 246. Now flames the Cid, &c.] 


—— 7am Deiphobi dedit ampla ruinam 


Vulcano ſuperante domus; jam p- ðx imus * 
— 
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44. The Dux TAD. Bock J. 
Tears guſh'd again, as from pale Priam's eyes, 
When the laſt blaze ſent Ilion to the ſkies. 


REMARKS. 


He aſſures us, that“ when he had the honour to kiſs 


* his Majeſty's hand upon preſenting his dedication of 
it, he was graciouſly pleaſed, out of his Royal bounty, 
* to order him two hundred pounds for it. And this he 
* doubts not grieved Mr. P.“ (for it ſeems it was the 
ſame ſum his Majeſty ſubſcribed to his Homer.) 

VER. 252. When the laſt blaze ſent Ilion to the ſties.] 


See Virgil, En. ii. where I would adviſe the reader to 


Peruſe the ſtory of Troy's deſtruction, rather than in 
Wynkyn. But I caution him alike in both to beware of 
a molt grievous error, that of thinking it was brought 
about by I know not what Trojan Horſe ; there never 
having been any ſuch thing. For, firſt, it was not Tro- 
jan, being made by the Greeks ; and, ſecondly, it was 
not a horſe, but a mare. This is clear from many verſes 
in Virgil: . 


Uterumgue armato milite complent. —— 
Incluſos utero Danaos | 


Can a horſe be ſaid Utero gerere? Again, 
| Uterogue recuſſo, | 


Inſonuere cave 


- Atque utero fonitum guater arma dedere. 

Nay, is it not expreſly ſaid 
 Scandit fatalis machina muras 
Fcœta armis 


24 
| 


| How is it poſlible the word fizta can agree with a 


*borſe? And indeed can it be conceived that the chaſte 


and virgin Goddeſs Pallas would employ herſelf in 
forming and faſhioning the Male of that ſpecies? But 


— 


— 
8 
* $a * 
+4 7. 
8 4 - 
K 
2 
* 4 
— * 
4 F. 
r 
. 


, H 

Book I, The Duneiad. 45 
Rowz'd by the light, old Dulneſs heav'd the head; 
Then ſnatch'd a ſheet of "Thule from her bed, 
Sudden ſhe flies, and whelms it o'er the pyre; 255 
Down fink the flames, and with a hiſs expire. 

Her ample preſence fills up all the place; 
A vell of fogs dilates her awful face : 
Great in her charms ! as when on Shrieves and May'rs 
She looks, and breathes herſelf-into their airs. 260 
She bids him wait her to her ſacred Dome: 
Well pleas'd he enter'd, and confeſs'd his home, 


REMARKS. 


this ſhall be proved to a demonſtration in our Virgil Re- 
ſtored. | SCRIBL. 
VAR. 254. Thule) An unfiniſhed poem of that name, 
of which one ſheet was printed many Years ago, by 
Amb. Philips, a northern author. It is an uſual method 
of putting out a fire, to caſt wet ſheets upon it. Some 
critics have been of opinion that this ſheet was of the 
nature of the Aſbeſtos, which cannot be conſumed by 
fire: But I rather think it an allegorical alluſion to the 
coldneſs and heavineſs of the writing. 

VER. 261. Sacred Dome: ] Where he no ſooner en- 


IMITATIONS. 
VER. 259. . | 
Great in her charms ! as when on Shrieves and May'rs 


She looks, and breathes herſelf into their airs. ] 
Alma parens confeſſa Deam ; qualiſque videri 
Cœælicolis, & quanta folet —= Virg. En. ii, 
Et lætos oculis afflavit honores. Id. En. i. 
1 


= 4 ED 
. 46 The Dunciar. Bock I. 
1 | So ſpirits ending their terreſtrial race, 
1 Aſcend and recognize their Native Place. 
| | | This the Great Mother dearer held than all 265 


The clubs of Quidnuncs, or her own Guild-hall. 

Here ſtood her Opium, here ſhe nurs'd her Owls, 

And here ſhe plann'd th' Imperial ſeat of Fools. 
Here to her Choſen all her works ſhe ſhows ; 

Proſe ſwell'd to verſe, Verſe loit*ring into proſe : 270 

How random thoughts now meaning chance to find, 

Now leave all memory of ſenſe behind : | 

How Prologues into Prefaces decay, 

And theſe to Notes are fritter'd quite away. 


lf REMARKS. 


if ters, but he reconnoitres the place of his original ; as 
| Plato ſays the ſpirits ſhall do at their entrance into the 
celeſtial regions. | 

Ver. 205. Great Mother] Magna mater, here appli- 
ed to Dulneſs. The 2uidnuncs, a name given to the 
| ancient members of certain political clubs, who were 
1 | conſtantly enquiring guid nunc? what news? | 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 265. This the Great Mother, e.] 

- Urbs antiqua fuit — 
Duam F uno fertur terris magis omnibus unam 
Poſthabita caluifſe Samo: hic illius arma, 

Hic currus fuit : hic regnum Dea gentibus e 


(Si qua fata ſinant) jam tum tenditque fovetque. | 
8 Virg. En. i. 
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Book I, The DV vOIAp. 47 


How Index- learning turns no ſtudent pale, 275 
Vet holds the eel of ſcience by the tail. 700 


How, with leſs reading than makes felons *ſcape, 
Leſs human genius than God gives an ape, 

Small thanks to France, and none to Rome or Greece, 
A paſt, vamp'd, future, old, reviv'd, new piece, 280 
*T wixt Plautus, Fletcher, Shakeſpear, and Corneille, 
Can make a Cibber, Tibbald, or Ozell. 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 282. Tibbald,] Lewis Tibbald (as pronounced} 
or Theobald (as written) was bred an Attorney, and 
ſon to an Attorney (ſays Mr, Jacob) of Sittenburn in 
Kent. He was Author of ſome forgotten Plays, Tranſ- 
lations, and other pieces. He was concerned in a pa- 
per called the Cenſor, and a Tranflation of Ovid, as 
we learn from Dennis's Remarks on Pope's Homer, 
p. 9, 10. There is a notorious Idiot, one hight 
* Whachum, who, from an under-ſpur-leather to the 
Law, is become an under-{trapper to the Play-houſe, 
* who has lately burleſqued the Metamorpholes of O- 
* vid by a vile Tranſlation, Sc. This fellow is con- 
«« cerned in an impertinent paper called the Cenſor.” 

Ibid. Oxell.] Mr. John Ozell (if we credit Mr. 
Jacob) “ did go to ſchool in Leiceſterſhire, where /ame- 
«* body left him /omething to live on, when he ſhall re- 
* tire from buſineſs. He was deſigned to be ſent to 
* Cambridge, in order for prieſthood ; but he choſe 
rather to be placed in an office of accounts, in the City, 
„ being qualified for the ſame by his {kill in arithmetic, 
and writing the neceſſary hands. He has obliged 
* the world with many tranſlations of French Plays“ 
Jacob, Lives of Dram. Poets, p. 198. 


48 The Du Nx AD. Book I. 
The Goddeſs then, o'er his anointed head 
With myſtic words, the ſacred Opium ſhed. 


And lo! her bird, a monſter of a fowl | 285 
Something betwixt a Heideggre and owl, 


REMARKS. 


Mr. Jacob's character of Mr. Ozell ſeems vaſtly ſhort of 
his merits, and he ought to have further juſtice done him, 
having ſince fully confuted all Sarcaſms on his learning 
and genius, by an advertiſement of Sept. 20, 1729. in 
a paper called the Weekly Medley, Sc. As to my 
learning, every body knows that the ohe Bench of 
** Biſpops, not long ago, were pleaſed to give me a purſe 
% guineas, for diſcovering the erroneous tranſlations 
«© of the Common prayer in Portugueſe, Spaniſh, French, 
% Italian, &c. As for my genius, let Mr. Cleland 
5 ſhew better verſes in all Pope's works, than Ozell's 
« verſion of Boileau's Lutrin, which the late Lord Ha- 
4 lifax was fo pleaſed with, that he complimented him 
& with leave to dedicate it to him, c. &c. Let him 
« ſhew better and truer poetry in the Rape of the 
Lock, than in Ozell's Rape of the Bucket (la Secchia 
* rapita.) And Mr. Toland and Mr. Gildon publicly 
" Nr Ozell's tranſlation of Homer zo be, as it was 
e prior, fo likewiſe ſuperior to Pope's. Surely, ſure- 
&« ly, every man is free to deſerve well of his country !” 
Joux OzEeLL, 
We cannot but ſubſcribe to ſuch reverend teſtimonies, 
as thoſe of the Bench of Biſhops, Mr. Toland, and Mr. 
Gildon. 
VER. 286. 4 Heideggre] A ſtrange bird from Swit- 
- zerland, and not (as 1 have ſuppoſed) the name of 
an eminent perſon who was a man of parts, and, as 
was ſaid of Petronius, Arbiter Elegamtiarumn. 


Book I, The Dunc1av. 49 
Perch'd on his crown. All hail! and hall again, 
My fon ! the promis'd land expects thy reign. 
Know, Euſden thirſts no more for ſack or praiſe, 
He fleeps among the dull of ancient days, 290 
Safe, where no Critics damn, no duns moleſt, 
Where wretched Withers, Ward, and Gildon reſt, 
And high-born Howard, more majeſtic fire, 
Impatient waits *till H—y grace the quire. 

Yet, yet a while, at Court my H—y ſtay! 295 
See Cibber enters ! haſte, and turn the Key, | 


1 


REMARKS, 


Ver. 292. Withers] George Withers was a great 
% Pretender to Poetical Zeal, and abuſed the greateſt 
<* Perſonages in power, which brought upon him fre 
quent correction. The Mar/alſea and Neaugate were 
* no ſtrangers to him” WINSTANLX, Lives of Poets, 
Ibid. Gen] Charles Gildon, a writer of, criti- 
ciſms and libels of the Jaſt age, bred at St. Omer's with 
the Jeſuits ; but renouncing popery, he publiſhed Blount's 
s againſt the divinity of Chriſt, the Oracles of Rea- 
ſon, Sc. He ſignalized himſelf as a critic, having writ- 
ten ſome very bad plays; abuſed Mr. P. very ſcandalouſ- 
ly in an anonymous pamphlet of the Life of Mr. Wy- 
cherley, printed by Curl; in another, called the New 
Rehearſal, printed in 1714 ; in a third, entituled the Com- 
plete Art of Engliſh Poetry, in two volumes; and others. 
VeR. 293. Howard,] Hon. Edward Howard, author 
of the Britim Princes, and a great number of wonderful 
Pieces, celebrated by the late Earls of Dorſet and Ro- 
cheſter, Duke of Buckingham, Mr. mom Se. 


. 


50 The Dunciar. Book I. 
Lift up your Gates, ye Princes, ſee him come ! 
Sound, ſound ye Viols, be the Cat-call dumb! 
Bring, bring the madding Bay, the drunken Vine; 
The creeping, dirty, Courtly Ivy join! 300 

And thou! his Aid de camp, lead out my ſons, 
Light-arm'd with Points, Antitheſes, and Puns. 

Let Bawdry, Bilingſgate, two ſiſters dear, 
Support his front, and Oaths bring up the rear: 
And under his, and under Ar—r's wing, 305 
Gaming and Grub-ftreet ſkulk behind the King. 
O] when ſhall riſe a Monarch, all our own, 
And I, a . rock the e 


. 
REMARKS. 


"3 "Yiu: 305, 306. Under Apr 5 wing, — Gaming, Ee] 
When the. ſtatute againſt Gaming was drawn up, it was 
repreſented, that the King, by ancient cuſtom, plays at 
Hazard one night in the year; and therefore a clauſe was 
inſerted, with an exception as to that particular. Under 
this pretence, the Groom-porter had a Room appropri- 
ated to Gaming all the ſummer the Court was at Ken- 
ſington, which his Majeſty accidentally being acquainted 
of, with a juſt indignation, prohibited. It is — 
the ſame practice is yet continued wherever the Coutt re 
ſides, oy the Hazard Table there oben all the. pro- 
feſſed Gameſters in town. * 
. Greateſt and juſteſt Sov! STI 11 n f 

: Alas | no more, than Thames calm head d krow 
EIN bis am , or whoſe. corn = 


Donne 0 * Eliz. 
2 1 

* P .. ; 

_—; 


Book I. The Dunciav, 


WI 
*T wixt Prince and People cloſe the Curtain draw, 
Shade him from Light, and cover him from Law! 31a 
Fatten the Courtier, ſtarve the learned band, 
And ſuckle Armies, and dry-nurſe the land: 

Till Senates nod to Lullabies divine, 

And all be ſleep, as at an Ode of thine. 


She ceas d. Then fwells the Chapdl- -royal throat : 
God fave king Cibber! mounts in ev*ry note. 316 
Familiar White's God fave king Colley !. cries; 
God fave king Colley ] Drury-lane replies: 

To Needhain's'quick the voice triumphal rode, 
eee re God; 329 


* 


— 


REMARKS, 


Ve. 307. eee. 8571 Boi: | 
leau, Latin: Chant. | 


a Helart ft devens ce cet temr, cer ann 

O bes © honorotent du nom de Faineans ! 

Thee far le trone, & me ſervant ſans honte, 
1 au mam vn . u hair, os un 


Aucun ſbin i? ayprochoit de leur paifible cour, _ : 
On aro, on dormunt tout te jour, 


8 3.05 N The Voices and Inſtruments 
uſed in this ſervice we The ed royal, being alſo em- 
ps. © the n of the Birth- day and New- 


E 2 


_ * feſſion to leave it off in time, and make her 


Fleet-ſtreet, where theſe Odes are uſually rehearſed be- 
of thoſe times made this epigram : 


Van, 324. ( As ſongs thy great ele Oln ) 


32 The Weed . 


Back to the Devil the laſt ecchoes roll, 15 
And Coll | each Butcher roars at Hoekley- ele ; 

So when Jove's block deſcended from on high. . 
(As ſings thy _ forefather CP -:k. Ace 


MD ate. 


Va. 320. But pious Needham A Matron of gfeat 
„and very religious in her way; whoſe conſtant 
prayer it was, that ſhe might © get enough by her pro- 


Peace 
« with God.” But her fate was not ſo happy; for be- 
ing convicted, and ſet in the pillory, ſhe was (to the 
laſting ſhame. of all her great Friends and Votaries) ſo ill 
uſed by the populace, that it put an end to her days.“ 
VER. 321. Back to the Devil] The Devil Tavern in 


fore they are performed at Court? Upon which a Wit 


' * 

2 Primer make Odes, do you aſk of . firt 98 
Do you aſk if they're good, or are evil? _ ; 

You may judge — From the Devil they come to the Court, 
And go from the C ourt to the Dewil. 


Loud Thunder to its bottom 
Aud the hoarſe nation croak d, God ſave king Log !) 


.See Ogilby 8 1 N Fables, where, in the ſtory of the 


Frogs and their King, this excellent hemꝶfſtic is to be 
found. 


Our Author manifeſt here, and an a prodigioys 


— 


Bock IJ. The Dux cr p. 1 


Loud thunder to its bottom ſhook the bog, 325 


And the hoarſe nation eroak d, God fave King Log! 


. REMARKS. IIB 
tenderneſs for the bad wwriters. We ſee he ſelects the on · 
ly good paſſage, perhaps, in all that ever Ogilby writ ; 
which ſhews how candid and patient a reader he muſt 
have been. What can be more kind and affectionate 
than theſe words in the preface to his Poems, where he 
labours to call up all our humanity and forgiveneſs to- 
ward theſe unlucky men, by the moſt moderate repreſen- 
tation of their caſe that has ever been given by any au- 
thor? “Much may be ſaid to extenuate the fault of 
* bad poets: What we call a genius is hard to be diſtin- 
„ guiſhed, by a man himſelf, from a prevalent inclina- 
tion: And if it be never fo great, he can at firſt diſco- 
ver it no other way than by that flrong propenſity, 
„Which renders him the more liable to be miſtaken, 
“He has no other method but to make the experiment, 
« by writing, and ſo appealing to the judgment of o- 
e thers: And if he — ns to write ill (which is cer- 
* tainly no fin in itſel | he is immediately made the 
object of ridicule! I wiſh we had the humanity to re- 
6 fle, that even the worſt authors might endeavour to 
« pleaſe us, and, in that endeavour, deſerve ſomethi 
% at our hands. We have no cauſe to quarrel with them, 
but for their obſtincy in perſiſting, and even that may 
« admit of alleviating circumſtances : For their parti- 
& cular friends may be either ignorant, or unſincere; and 
the reſt of the world too well bred to ſhock them with 
4 a truth which generally their bookſellers are the firſt 
5 that inform them of.” 
But how much all indulgence is loſt upon theſe people 
may appear from the juſt reflection made on their conſtant 
conduct, and conſtant fate, in the following Epigram : 


— 
Y 
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\ 
* %\ 
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54 The DuncriaD. Bock 1. 
Ne little Wits, that gleam'd a while nN 
When Pope wouchſaf*d a ray, \ 
Alas ! depriv'd of his kind ſmile, 
. How ſoon ye fade away! 
To compaſs Phæbus car about, 
Thu: empty vapours riſe ; 
Each lends his cloud, to put Him out, 
Wat. rear d him to the ſkies. 
Alas! thoſe ſeies are not your ſphere ; 
There He Hall ever burn: 
Weep, weep, and fall! for Earth ye Wes 
And muſt to * arth return. 


The End of the Fikgqg Book. 


þ 2 4 
* * 8 
” 


ARGUMENT to Book the SECOND. 


TH E King being proclaimed, the ſolemnity is graced | 

'.. With public Games and ſports of various kinds; not 
inſtituted by the Hero, as by Aineas in Virgil, but 
for greater honour by the Goddeſs in perſon (in like 
manner as the games Pythia, Iſthmia, &c. were an- 
ciently ſaid to be ordained by the Gods, and as Thetis 
herſelf appearing, according to Homer, Oadyſſ. 24. 

» propoſed: the prizes in honour of her ſon Achilles. ) 
Hither flock the Poets and Critics, attended, avis but 
juſt, with their Patrons and Bookſellers. The God- 
deſs is firſt pleaſed, for her diſport, to propoſe games 
to the Bookſellers, and ſetteth up the Phantom of 
a Poet, which they contend to overtake. The Races "8 

de ſcribed, with their divers accidents. Next, the 
game for a Poeteſs. Then follow the Exerciſes for 
the Poets, of tackling, vociferating, diving ; The 
firſt holds forth the arts and practices of Dedica- 
tors, the ſecond of Diſputants and fuſtian Poets, 
the third of profound, dark, and dirty Party- 
writers. Laſtly, for the Critics, the Goddeſs pro- 

po ſes (with great propriety) an Exerciſe, not of 

their parts, but their patience, in hearing the works 

of two voluminous Authors, one in verſe, and the 

other in proſe, deliberately read, without ſleeping : 

« The various effects of which, with the ſeveral de- 

grees and manners of their operations, are here ſet 

forth; *till the whole number, not of Critics only, 

but of ſpectators, actors, and all preſent, fall faſt 

aſleep ; which naturally and neceſſarily ends the 
games. 


— 


T H E 


DUNCIAD. 
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Book the SE cop. 


3 


| H I GH on a gorgeous ſeat, that far out-ſhone 
Henley's gilt tub, or Fleckno's Iriſh throne, 


REMARKS. | 


Two things there are, upon the ſuppoſition of which 
the very baſis of all Verbal criticiſm 1s founded and ſup- 


IMITATIONS. 


ths, K. 1. High on a gorgeous ſeat] Parody of Milton, 
"Th | + | 
High on a throne of royal ſtate, that far s 
Out one the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous Eafi with richeſt hand 
| $howw'rs on her Kings Barbaric pearl and gold, 
Satan exalted ſate, W 


Book II. 


The DVI an, 57 


Or that Whete on her Outls che Fublie pos, 


All-bounteows, fragrant Grains and Golden tors, 


Great Cibber ate: The proud Patnaſſian fneer, 3 


The conſcious inper, and the jealows ler, v9! 


* oh 
"x 


RMA... 


ported: The firſt, that an Author could never fail to ,uſe 
the beſt ' word, on every voccafion3- the ſecond, that a 
Critic eantot chuſe but know duhirh nb ir. "This be- 


ws, take upon us to conclude, firſt, that the author 


could now bane uſed its and, fecondly, that he muſt 


_— att 69-WHy 000" WER "OG CHEN in ts 
We cannot, therefore, enough ande the Meme 


erſes of the book which-in alt che Wen 
EIT a 


"Hearſe thundir to Yhe bottom Bok the bog 
Aud the loud vation croaRd, God 15 ae 


Ye has, with ro Bee gment, tranſpoſed theſe root 


to the nation, and hud to the th 
x ME thi this being evidently the true reading, he Vi 


ſafed not ſo much as to fs the former 1 for © 1 . 


aſſertion of che ju t of a , he merits the ac- 
knowledgmeht a1. geren nete, OV een 

V8. 2. Hey gilt Tub) The pulpit ef a Diſfent- 
is de called a Tub; but that of Mr, Orator Hen 
w was ea with velvet, and ddorned with gold. 


had alſo à fair altar, and over it is this extragfdi- | 


nary inſcription, ef Eveharift, Ser the Jys 


3 Whenever any word doth not fully content 


geriblerus for his alteration of the text in the two lac 


_ 
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38 The Dux rA D. Book II. 
Mix on his look: All eyes direct their rayys 
On him, and crowds turn Coxcombs as they gaze. 
His Peers ſhine round him with reflected grace, 
New point their dulneſs, and new bronze their face. 
So from the Sun's broad beam, in ſhallow urns, 

e 's Wan Spielty draw hight, a mn — their 


| [ [pe | 
KE. MARK " RF 

Abid Or — s Jriſþ tbrone, ] Richard Fleckno: . 
an Iriſh prieſt, but had laid aſide (as himſelf expreſſeth it) 
the mechanic part of prieſthood. He printed ſome plays, 
poems, letters, and — I. doubt not our author 
took. occaſion to mention him in reſpect to the Poem 
of Mr. Dryden, to which this bears ſome reſemblance, 
though of a character more different from it than that 
of the Eneid from the Iliad, or the Lutrin of . 

from the Defait de Bouts rimees of Sarazin. 

It may be juſt worth mentioning, that the Heniamica 
from whence the ancient Sophiſts entertained their audi- 
tors, was called by the pompous name of a Throne; — 
27 "mg ot d n * x) oc. Themi- 


ons 1 x 
ER. 3. Or that where on ber Curls the public 8 
Edmund Curl food in the Pillory at Chafing-croſe, in. 


March, 1725-8. > af{4 1 


„Curl 8 complained of this note, as an un- 
truth; proteſting % that he ſtood in the pillory, not in 
* March, but in February.” And of another on 152 

© he was not toſſed in a Blanket, but a Rug. 
rk duogecimo, 1729, p. 19. 25. Much in che 


ſame manner Mr. Cibber remonſtrated that the Statues 


at Bedlam were not Brazen, but Blocks; yet our author 


ſet it paſs unaltered, as a tr e that no ed the 
Relationſhip. 0 . 


* 


Book II. The Dunciav. 59 
To grace her dauntleſs Son, ſhe now .. 
By herald Hawkers, high heroic Games. 
They ſummon all her Race: An endleſs band 15 
Pours forth, and leaves unpeopled half the land. 
A motley mixture | of long wigs; of bags, þ 
In filks, in crapes, in Garters, and in rags, 
From drawing-rooms, from colleges, from garrets, 
On horſe, on foot, in hacks and gilded chariots: 20 
All who true Dunces in her cauſe appear d, 
And all who knew thoſe Dunces to reward. 
Not with more glee, by hands Pontific crown'd, 
With ſcarlet hats wide-waving circled round, 
Rome in her Capitol ſaw Querno fit, * 25 
Thron'd on ſev'n hills, the Antichriſt of wit. 


REMARKS. | 


VER. 25. Rome in her Capitol ſaw Querno 40 Ca- 
millo Querno was of Apulia, Who hearing the great En- 
couragement which Leo X. gave to poets, travelled to 
Rome with a in his hand, and ſung to it twenty 
thouſand verſes of a poem called Alexias. He was in- 
troduced as a Buffoon to Leo, and promoted to the ho- 
nour of the Laurel; a jeſt which the court of Rome 
and the Pope himſelf entered into ſo far, as to cauſe him 
to ride on an elephant to the Capitol, and to hold a ſo- 
lemn feſtival on his coronation; at which it is recorded 
the Poet himſelf was ſo tranſported as to veep for joy * 
He was ever after a conſtant frequenter of the Pope's 5 
table, drank abundantly, and poured forth yerſes with- 
out number. Paulus Jovius, Elog. Virg. doct. chap. 


See Life of C. C. chap. vi. p. 149. 


60 The Dunc1rapr. Book II, 
Amid that area wide they took their ſtand 

Where the tall may-pole once o'er-look'd the Strand, 

But now (fo Ax NE and Piety ordain) 

A Church collects the ſaints of Drury-lane. 30 
With Authors, Stationers obey'd the call, 

(The field of glory is a field for all.) 

- Glory, and gain, th'induſtrious tribe provoke z 

And gentle Dulneſs ever loves a joke. 

A poet's form ſhe plac'd before their eyes, 35 

And bad the nimbleſt racer ſeize the prize; 


REMARKS. 


bxxxii. Some idea of his poetry is given by Fam. Stra- 
da, in bis Proluſions. * 


|  IMmiTATIONS. |; 
VER. 35. A poet's form foe plac'd before their eyes,] 


This is what Juno does to deceive Turnus, En. x, 
Tum dea nube cava, tenuem fine viribus umbram, 


In faciem Anex (viſu mirabile monſtrum |! } 
Dardaniis ornat telis, clypeumgque jubaſque 
Divini aſtimilat capitis 
Dat inania verba, 
Dat ſine mente ſonum —— | 


The reader will obſerve how exactly ſome of theſe verſes 
ſuit with their allegorical application here to a Plagiary : 
There ſeems to me a great propriety in this Epiſode, 
where ſuch an one is imaged by a phantom that deludes 
che graſp of the expecting Bookſeller. 


Book II. The Dx rA v. 61 
No meagre, muſe-rid mope, aduſt and thin, 

In a dun night-gown of his own looſe ſkin; 
But ſuch a bulk as no twelve bards could raiſe, 
Twelve ſtarv'ling bards of theſe degen'rate days. 40 
All as a patridge plump, full-fed, and fair, 
She form'd this image of well-body'd air; 

With pert flat eyes ſhe window'd well its head; 

A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead; 

And empty words ſhe gave, and ſounding ſtrain, 45 
But ſenſeleſs, lifeleſs ! idol void and vain 

Never was daſh'd out, at one lucky hit, 

A fool, ſo juſt a copy of a wit; 


REMARKS. 


VER. 44. A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead; 
i. e. 


A trifling head, and a contracted "on | 
as the poet, book 4. deſcribes the accompliſhed Sons of 
Dulneſs ; of 9 40 this is only an Image, or Scare- 
crow, and ſo ſtuffed out with theſe correſpondent mate- 
rials. SCRIBL. 


VER. 47. Never auas daſb d out, at one lucky hit, ] Our 
author here ſeems willing to give ſome account of the 


poſlibility of Dulueſt making a Wit (which could be 


IMITATIONS. 


_ Ves. 39. Bat. ſuch a bulk as no twelve bards could raiſe] 
Vix illud lecti bis fox —— 


- Nualia nunc hominum Ve corpora tellus. 
Vug. An. xi. 


62 The Dux c AD. Book II. 
So like, that critics ſaid, and courtiers ſwore, 
A Wit it was, and call'd the phantom More. 50 


REMARKS. 


done no other way than by chance.) The fiction is the 
more reconciled to probability by the known ſtory of A- 
pelles, who being at a loſs to expreſs the foam of Ale- 
xander's horſe, daſhed his pencil in deſpair at the picture, 
and happened to do it by that fortunate ſtroke. | 
VIX. 50. And calld the phantom More.] CurL, in 
his Key to the Dunciad, affirmed this to be James-More 
Smith eſq; and it is probable (conſidering what is ſaid of 

Him in the Tefimonies ) that ſome might fancy our au- 
thor obliged to repreſent this gentleman as a plagiary, 
or to paſs for one himſelf. His caſe indeed was like that 
of a man I have heard of, who, as he was ſitting in 
company, perceived his next neighbour had ſtolen his 
handkerchief. - Sir (faid the thief, finding himſelf de- 


=} tected) do not expoſe me, I did it for mere want; be 


% ſo good but to take it privately out of my pocket a- 
« gain, and ſay nothing.” The honeſt man did ſo, 
but the other cry'd out, See, gentlemen, what a thief 
«© we have among us! look, he is ſtealing my handker- 
„ chief!” | | 
The plagiariſms of this perſon gave occaſion to the 
following Epigram : | 
M—re always ſmiles whenever he recites ; 
Hie ſmiles (you think) approving what he awwrites. 
And yet in this no vanity is ſhown ; + 
A modeſt man may like what's not his own. : 
His only work was a Comedy, called the Rival Modes ; 


the town condemned it in the action, but he printed it in 
1755, with this modeſt Motto, . e 


Hic cæſtus, artemque repono. 


* * * 


Book II. The Dunciap.' 63 
All gaze with ardour: Some a poet's name, 
Others a ſword-knot and lac'd ſuit inflame. 

But lofty Lintot in the circle roſe : 

« This prize is mine; who tempt it are my foes; 
«© With me began this genius, and ſhall end.“ 55 


r 


He. ſpoke: and who with * ſhall. contend ? ? 


eee 


The ſmaller pieces which we have heard attributed to this 
author are, an Epigram on the bridge at Blenheim, by 


Dr. Evans; Coſmelia, by Mr. Pit, Mr. Jones, Sc. he,” 


Saw-pit, a ſimile, by a Friend; and ſome unowned let- 
ters, advertiſements, and epigrams againſt our author in 
the Daily Journal. 

Ver. 50. The phantom More.] It appears from hence, 
that this is not the name of a real perſon, but fictitious. 
More from wag, flultus, woria, flultitia, to repreſent 
the folly of a plagiary. Thus Eraſmus: Admonuit me 
Mori cognomen tibi, quod tam ad Moriz wocabulum ac- 
cedit quam es ipſe a re alienus, Dedication of Moriz 
Encomion to Sir Tho. More; the farewel of which may 
be our author's to his plagiary, Yale, More! & moriam 
tuam gnawiter defende, Adieu, More! and be ſure 
ſtrongly to defend thy own folly. SCRIBL. 

VEA. 53. But lofty Lintot] We enter here upon the 
_ epiſode of the Bookſellers: Perſons, whoſe names bein 

more known and famous in the learned world than thoſe 
of the Authors in this poem, do therefore need lefs ex- 
planation. - The action of Mr. Lintot here, «imytates that 
of Dares in Virgil, rifing juſt in this manner to lay hold 
on a Bull. This eminent Bookſeller Ty the wat 
Modes before mentioned, 


rr 


, 
— — — OCLC cit: - 


5 * 


64 The Dux IAD. 


Book II. 
Fear held them n Alone, untaught to fear, 
Stood dauntleſs . „ Behold that rival hers | 


REMARK Ss. 


Ver. 58. Stood dauntleſs Curl, & c] We come now 
to a character of much relpeR, that of Mr. Edmund Curl. 
As a plain repetition of great actions is the beſt praiſe of 
them, we ſhall only fay of this eminent man, that he 
carried the Trade many lengths beyond what it ever be- 
| fore had arrived at; and that he was the envy and ad- 
miration of all his profeſſion. He poſſeſſed himſelf of 
a command over all authors whatever ; he cauſed them 
4 N what he pleaſed; they could not call their very 
ames their own. He was not only famous among theſe ; 
he was taken notice of by the State, the Church, and 
the Law, and received particular marks of diſtinQion 
from each. 
It will be- owned that he is here introduced with all 
poſidle dignity : He ſpeaks like the intrepid Diomed ; 
e runs like the ſwift-footed Achilles; if he falls, tis 
like the beloved Niſus; and (what Homer makes to be 
the chief all praiſes) he is fawoured of the Gods ; he ſays 
but three words, and his prayer is heard; a Goddeſs 
conveys it to _ ſeat of JR” . Though he loſes the 


—_— 


| Ie3rATIONS, 


- Van: 58, Se. Something like this is in aber, II. x. 
3 220. of Diomed. Two different manners of the wow 
author in his ſimilies are alſo imitated in the two following; 
the firſt, of the Bailiff, is ſhort, unadorned, and: (as the 
Critics well know) from familiar lift ; the ſecond, of 
the Water-fowl, more extended, pi&ureſque, and from 


rural life. The 59th verſe is . a literal tranila» 
tion of one in Homer. 


3 


Book II. The Dvuncrad. 63 


«© The race by vigour, not by vaunts, is won; 59 


ce So take the hindmoſt, Hell,” — He faid, and run. 


REMARKS 


prize, he gains the victory; the great Mother herſelf 
comforts him, ſhe inſpires him with expedients, ſhe ho- 


nours him with an immortal preſent (ſuch as Achilles re- 


ceives from Thetis, and Eneas from Venus) at once in- 
ſtructive and prophetical : After this he is unrivaled 
and triumphant. att | 

The tribute our author here pays him, is a grateful 


return for ſeveral unmerited obligations: Many weighty | 


animadverſions on the public affairs, and many excellent 
and diverting pieces on private perſons, has he given to 
his name. If ever he owed two verſes to any other, he 
owed Mr. Curl ſome thouſands. He was every day ex- 
tending bis fame, and enlarging his writings: Witneſs 


innumerable inſtances ; but it ſhall ſuffice only to men- 


tion the Court-Poems, which he meant to publiſh as the 
work of the true writer, a Lady of quality; but being 
firſt threatned, and afterwards puniſhed for it by Mr. 
Pope, he generouſly transferred it from her to him, and 
ever ſince printed it in his name. The ſingle time that 
ever he ſpoke to C. was on that affair, and to that hap- 
py incident he owes all the favours ſince received from 

im: So true is the ſaying of Dr. Sydenham, © that 
„ any one ſhall be, at ſome time or other, the better 


* or the worſe, for having but ſee or ſpoken toa good or | 


«© 1bad man.” 28 
IMITATIONS. 
VER. 60. So take the hindmaſt, Hell.] | 
Occupet extremum ſcabies; mihi turpe relingui ef, 
| a  Hyrat. de Art. 


66 The Dunciat. Book II. 
Swift as a bard the bailiff leaves behind, 

He left huge Lintot, and out-ſtrip'd the wind. 
As when a dab-chick waddles thro* the copſe 

. On feet and wings, and flies, and wades, and hops ; 
So lab' ring on, with ſhoulders, hands, and head, 65 
Wide as a wind-mill all his figure ſpread, 

With arms expanded Bernard rows his ſtate, 

And left-legg'd Jacob ſeems to emulate. 

Full in the middle way there ſtood a lake, 

Which Curl's Corinna chanc'd that morn to make: 


REMARKS. 


Van. 70 Cars Corinna] This name, it ſeems, was 
taken by one Mrs. 'T——, who procured ſome private 
letters of Mr. Pope's, while almoſt a boy, to Mr. Crom- 


| ImrTATIONS. 

Van. 64, 63 

On feet and auings, and flies, and wades, and h 7. ; 

So lab ' ring on, with ſhoulders, hands, and head, 

— "$0 eagerly the fiend 
O's bog, o'er fleep, thro freight, rough, denſe, or rare, 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purſues his way, 

Aud Swims,' or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 


* Joon, Book 2. 
vin 67, 68. | 


With arms expanded, Bernard rows bi fate, 
And left-legg'd Jacob ſeems to emulate. |] 


Milton of the motion of the Swan, 
5 rows 


His fate with oary feet. 
And Dryden, of another's, = with two /ef legs. 


Book IT. The Du v IAB. 6% 
(Such was her wont, at early dawn to drop 
Her evening cates before his neighbour's ſhop,) 
Here fortunꝰd Curl to ſlide; loud ſhout the band, 
And Bernard! Bernard! rings thro? all the Strand. 
Obſcene with filth the miſcreant lies bewray'd, 75 
FaPn in the plaſh his wickedneſs had laid: 


REMARKS. 


well, and fold them, without the conſent of either of 
theſe Gentlemen to Curl, who printed them in 12%, 
1727. He has diſcovered her to be the publiſher, in his 
Key, p. 11. We only take this opportunity of men- 
tioning the manner in, which thoſe letters got abroad, 
which the author was aſhamed of, as very trivial things, 
full, not only of levities, but of wrong judgments of men 
and books, and only excuſable from the youth and in- 
experience of the writer, | 5 tp 
VER. 75. Obſcene with filth, fc.) Though this in- 
cident may ſeem too low and baſe for the dignity of an 
Epic poem, the learned very well know it to be but a 
copy of Homer and Virgil; the very words 6 and 
fimus are uſed by them, though our poet (in compliance 


IMITATIONS. 
VER. 63. Here fartun'd Curl io flide;] 
 Labitur infelix; cefrs ut forte juvencis 
Fuſus humum wirideſque ſuper madefecerat herbas — 
 Concidit, immundogue fimo, ſacroque cruore. = 


Virg. En. v. of Niſus. 
VER. 70. And Bernard! Bernard ] 


—Ut littus, Hyla, Hyla, omne ſonaret. Virg. Ecl. yi. 
F 2 


68 The Dux eiA D. Book II. 
Then firſt (if Poets aught of truth declare) 

The caitiff Vaticide conceiv'd a pray'r. 

Hear Jove] whoſe name my bards and I adore, 
As much at leaſt as any God's, or more ; 8 
And him and his, if more devotion warms, 
Down with the Bible, up with the Pope's Arms. 


REMARK 8. 


to modern nicety} has remarkably enriched and coloured 
his language, as well as raifed the verfification, in this E- 
Piſode, and in the e one of Eliza. Mr. Dryden 
in Mack-Fleckno, has not ſcrupled to mention the Morn- 
ing Doaſt at which the fiſhes bite in the Thames, Piſing 
Alley, Reliques of the Bum, c. but our author is more 
grave, and (as a fine writer ſays of Virgil in his Geor- 
gics) !9fſes about his Dung with an air of Majeſly. If 
we conſider that the exerciſes of his Authors could with 
juſtice be no higher than zic&/ing, chattering, braying, or 
diving, it was no eaſy matter to invent ſuch games as 
were proportioned to the meaner degree of Bookſellers. 
In Homer and Virgil, Ajax and Niſus the perſons drawn 
in this plight are Heroes; whereas here they are ſuch 
with whom it had been great impropriety to have join- 
ed any but vile ideas; beſides the natural connection there 
is between Libellers and common Nuſances. Neverthe- 
leſs I have often heard our author own, that this part of 
his Poem was (as it frequently happens) what coſt him 
moſt trouble and pleaſed him leaft ; but that he hoped 
it was excuſable, fince levelled at ſuch as underſtand no 
delicate ſatyr: Thus the politeſt men are ſometimes ob- 
liged to fevear, when they happen to have to do with 
porters and oyſter- wenches. 


Book II. The Duncrap; 6g 
A place there is, betwixt earth, air, and ſeas, 

Where, from Ambroſia, Jove retires for caſe. 

There in his ſeat two ſpacious vents appear, 85 

On this he fits, to that he leans his ear, 

And hears the various vows of fond mankind 

Some beg an eaſtern, ſome a weſtern wind: 

All vain petitions, mounting to the ſky, 

With reams abundant this abode ſupply 3 90 

Amus'd he reads, and then returns the bills 

Sign'd with that Ichor which from Gods diſtils. 
In office here fair Cloacina. ſtands, 

And miniſters to Jove with pureſt hands; 


| REMARKS, 
VER. 82. Down wuith the Bible, up with the Pope's 


Arms.) The Bible, Curl's ſign; the Croſs-keys, Lin- 
tot's. 


IMITATIONS, 
Ve. 82. See Lucian's Icaro-Menippus; where this 
fiction is more extended. 
Ibid. A place there is, betwixt earth, air, and ſeas,) 
Orbe locus medio eft, inter terraſque, fretumque, 
C elefleſque plagagi —— Ovid, Niet. xil. 
VER. 92. Alludes to Homer, Iliad v. 
— * by Hero, Gi pace Olio, 
"Ixwe," clog Tip Ts gies paxeigers, Otoiow. 
A flream of nechrous humour iſſuing flow's, 
Sanguine, ſuch as celeſtial ritt may bleed. Milton. 


Ve. 93. Chacina] The Roman Goddeſs of the com- 
mon-ſhores, 9 . 


70 The Dux rA D. Bock II. 
Forth from the heap ſhe pick d her Vot'ry's pray'r, 
And plac'd it next him, a diſtinction rare! 96 
Oſt had the Goddeſs heard her ſervant's call, 
From her black grottos near the Temple-wall, 
Liſt'ning delighted to the jeſt unclean 

Of link-boys vile, and watermen obſcene : 100 
Where, as he fiſh'd her nether realms for Wit, 
She oft had favour'd him, and favours yet. 
Renew'd by ordure's ſympathetic force, 

As oil'd with magic juices for the courſe, 
Vig'rous he riſes, from th'effluvia ſtrong 105 
Imbibes new-life, and ſcours and ſtinks along; j 
Re:paſſes Lintot, vindicates the race, 

Nor heeds the brown diſhonours of his face. 
And now the victor ſtretch'd his eager hand 
Where the tall Nothing ſtood, or ſeem'd to ſtand ; 
A ſhapeleſs ſhade, it melted from his ſight, 111 
Like forms in clouds, or viſions of the night 


IMITATIONS. 


'Ve R. 101. Where as he fd, Se See the preface 
to Swift and Pope's Miſcellanies. 

VER. 104. 4s oild with magic Juices] Alluding to 
the opinion that there are ointments uſed by witches tq 
enable them to fly in the air, &c. . 


VIX. 108. Nor heeds the brown di ;ſbonours of bis face, 


faciem oftentabat, & udo 
7 wa membra fima 


Virg. En. v. 


Book II. The Dunciao. 77 
To ſeize his papers, Curl, was next thy care; 
His papers light, fly diverſe, toſt in air; 

Songs, ſonnets, epigrams the winds uplift, 115 
And whiſk em back to Evans, Young, and Swift. 
Th'embroider'd ſuit, at leaſt, he deem'd his prey; 
That ſuit an unpaid taylor ſnatch'd away | 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 118. An unpaid taylor] This line has been loud- 
ly, complained of in Miſt, June 8, Dedic. to Sawney, 
and others, as a moſt inhuman ſatyr on the poverty of 
Poets: But it is thought our author would be acquitted 
by a jury of Taylors. To me this inſtance ſeems 
unluckily choſen ; if it be a fatyr on any body, it muſt 
be on a bad paymaſter, ſince the perſon to whom they 
have here applied it, was a man of fortune. Not but 
poets may well be jealous of ſo great a prerogative as 
non payment; which Mr. Dennis ſo far aſſerts, as boldly 
to pronounce that if Homer himſelf was not in debt, 


| IMiTATIONS. 

VER. III. A fhapeleſs ſhade, &c.} 

— FE fugit imago 

Par levibus wentis, volucrigue fimillima ſomns. 
Virg. An. vi, 

„ "Var. 114; His . light, fly diverſe, toſt in air ] 
; Viet: En. vi. of the Sibyl's leaves, 
Carmina — 

Turbata wolent rapidis ludibria wentis. 
The perſons mentioned in the next line are ſome of thoſe 
whoſe writings, epigrams, or jeſts he had owned. See 
note on y 50. F4 

% 


72 The Dux ei Ab. Book Il. 
No rag, no ſcrap, of all the beau, or wit, 
That once ſo flutter'd, and that once fo writ. 120 
Heav'n rings with laughter: Of the laughter vain, 
Dulnefs, good Queen, repeats the jeſt again. 
Three wicked imps, of her own Grubſtreet choir, 
She deck'd like Congreve, Addiſon, and Prior; 
Mears, Warner, Wilkins run: deluſive thought ! 
Breval, Bond, Beſaleel, the varlets caught. 126 


REMARKS, ? 


& it was becauſe nobody would truſt him.” Pref. to 
Rem. on the Rape of the Lock, p. 15. 
Ve. 124. Like Congreve, Addiſon, and Prior ;] Theſe 
authors being ſuch whoſe names will reach poſterity, we 
ſhall not give any account of them, but proceed to thoſe 
of whom it is neceſſary. — Beſaleel Morris was author 
of ſome fatyrs on the tranſlators of Homer, with many 
other things printed in news-papers. — © Bond writ a 
« fatyr againſt Mr. P—. Capt. Breval was author of 
The Confederates, an ingenious dramatic performance 
*« to expoſe Mr. P. Mr. Gay, Dr. Arb. and ſome ladies 
« of quality,” ſays Curr, Key, p. 11. 

VER. 125. Mears, Warner, Wilkins) Bookſellers, and 
Printers of much anonymous ſtuff. 4 
_ Ve. 126. Breval, Bond, Beſaleel,] J foreſee it will 
be objected from this line, that we were in an error in 
our affertion on 50. of this book, that More was a 
fictitious name, finct theſe perſons are equally repreſented 
by the poet as phantoms. So at firſt ſight it may ſeem ; | 
but be not deceived, reader; theſe alſo are not real per- 
ſons. *Tis true, Curl declares Breval, a captain, author 


of a piece called The Confederates ; but the ſame Curl 


Book IT, The Duncrav. 73 
Curl ſtretches after Gay, but Gay is gone, 

He graſps an empty Joſeph for a John: 

80 Proteus, hunted in a nobler ſhnape, 

Became, when ſeiz'd, a puppy, or an ape. 130 
To him the Goddeſs : Son! thy grief lay down, 

And turn this whole illuſion on the town : | 
As the ſage dame, experienc'd in her trade, 

By names of Toaſts retails each batter'd jade 
(Whence hapleſs Monſieur much complains at Paris 

Of wrongs from Ducheſſes and Lady Maries ;) 136 

Be thine, my ſtationer ! this magic gift; 7 
Cook ſhall be Prior, and Concanen, Swift: 


4 * 


REMARKS. 


firſt ſaid it was written by Joſeph Gay: Is his ſecond 
aſſertion to be credited any more than his firſt? He 
likewiſe affirms Bond to be one who. writ a ſatyr on our 
det: But where is ſuch a ſatyr to be found? where was 
ch a writer ever heard of? As for Beſaleel, it carries 
forgery in the very name; nor is it, as — are, a 
ſurname. Thou may'ſt depend upon it, noTach authors 
ever lived : all phantoms! -  ScriIBL. 
Ver. 128. Foſeph Gay, a fictitious name put by Curl, 
before ſeveral pamphlets, which made them paſs with 
many for Mr. Gays. 
VER. 132. And turn this whole illufion on the town :] 
It was a common practice of this hookſeller to publiſh 
vile pieces of obſcure hands under the names of eminent 
authors. | | 
VER. 138. Cook ſhall be Prior,) The man here ſpe- 
cified- was the ſon of a Muggletonian, who kept a pub- 


24 The Do NAD. Book II. 
So ſhall each hoſtile name become our own, 
And we too boaſt our Garth and Addiſon, 140 


REMARKS. 


He houſe at Braintree in Eſſex. He writ a thing called 
the Battle of Poets, of which Philips and Welſted were 
the heroes, and wherein opr author was attacked in his 
moral character, in relation to his Homer and Shake- 
fpear : He writ moreover a Farce of Penelope, in the 
preface of which alſo he was ſquinted at; and ſome ma- 
levolent things in the Britiſh, London, and Daily Jour- 
nals. At the ſame time the honeſt gentleman wrote 
letters to Mr. Pope in the ſtrongeſt terms proteſting 
his 1znocence. His chief work was a tranſlation of He- 
- fiod, to which Theobald writ notes and half-notes, 
which he carefully owned. 

Ver. 138. And Concanen, Swift: ] In the firſt edi- 
tion of this poem there were only aſteriſks in this place, 
but the names were ſince inſerted, merely to fill up the 
verſe, and give eaſe to the car of the reader. ; 

VER 140. And awe too boaſt our Garth and Addiſon.] 
Nothing is more remarkable than our author's love of 

raifing good writers. He has celebrated Sir Iſaac 
f 5 Dr. Barrow, Dr. Atterbury, Mr. Dryden, 
Mr. Congreve, Mr. Wycherley, Dr. Garth, Mr.Walſh, 
Duke of Buckingham, Mr. Addiſon, Lord Lanſdown; 
in a word, almoſt every man of his time that deſerved 
it; even Cibber himſelf, preſuming him to be author 
of the Careleſs Huſband. It was very difficult to have that 
Pleaſure in a poem on this ſubject, yet he has found 
means to inſert their panegyric, and has made even Dul- 
neſs out of her own mouth pronounce it. It muſt have 
been particularly agreeable to him to celebrate Dr. 
Garth; both as his conſtant friend, and as he was his 
predeceſſor in this kind of ſatyr. The Diſpenſary attack- 


Book II, The Dunci1an. 75 
With that ſhe gave him (piteous of his caſe, 
Yet ſmiling at his rueful length of face) 


REMARKS. 


ed the whole body of Apothecaries, a much more uſe- 
ful one undoubtedly than that of the bad Poets; if in 
truth this can be a body, of which no two members 
ever — It alſo did what Mr. Theobald ſays is 
unpardonable, drew in paris of private character, and 
introduced perſons independant of his ſulject. Much 
more would Boileau have incurred his cenſure, who left 
all ſubjects whatever, on all occaſions, to fall upon the 
bad poets (which it is to be feared, would have been 
been more immediately his concern.) But certainly next 
to commending good writers, the greateſt ſervice to learn- 
ing is to expoſe the bad, who can only that one way be 
made of any uſe to it. 'This truth is very well ſet forth 
in theſe lines, addreſſed to our author: : 
" Thegffaven Rook, and pert Fackdanw, 

( Tho) neither birds of moral kind ) 
Yet ſerve, if bang d, or fluff d with fliraw, 

To ſhew us which way blows the wind. 
Thus dirty knawves, or chatt'ring fools, 

Strung up by dozens in thy lay, 
Teach more by half than Dennis rules, 
And point inſtruction every way. 
With Egypt's art thy pen may flrive, 

One potent drop let this but fhed, 
And ev'ry Rogue that flunk alive, 
Becomes a precious Mummy dead. 


vx. 142. Rueful leagth of face )] * The decrepid 
** perſon or figure of a man are no reflections upon his 
* Genius: An honeſt mind will love and eſteem a nan 


** of worth, though he be deformed or poor. Yet the 


36 The Dunciav. Bock II. 
A thaggy tap'ſtry, worthy to be ſpread d. 
On Codrus' old, or Dunton's modern bed; 8 


REMARKS. 


| «4 author of the Dunciad hath libelled a perſon for his 


4 


 rugful length of face! ”. Milt's Journal, June 8. This 


Genius and man of worth, whom an honeſt mind ſhould 
ee, is Mr. Curl. True it is, he ſtood in the Pillory, 
an incident which will lengthen the face of any man 
tho” it were ever fo comely, therefore is no reflection 
an the natural beauty of Mr. Curl. But as to reflections 
en any man's face, or figure, Mr, Dennis faith. excel- 
tently ; Natural deformity comes not by our fault; 
atis often occaſioned by calamities and diſeaſes, which 
* a man can no more help than a monſter can his de- 
* formity. There is no one misfortune, and no one 
* diſeaſe, but what all the reſt of mankind are ſubject 


to. But the deformity of this Author is viſible, pre- 


« ſent, laſting, unalterable, and peculiar to himſelf. 
* *T's the mark of God and Nature y__ him, to give 
* us warning that we ſhould hold no ſociety with him, 
« as a creature not of our original, nor of our ſpecies : 
and they who have refuſed to take this warning which 
God and nature have given them, and have in ſpite 
* of it by a ſenſeleſs preſumption ventured to be fami- 
* liar with him, have ſeverely ſuffered, &c. *Tis cer- 


 ImiTaATIONS. | | 
VIX. 141. 142. prteous of his caſe, 
Yet ſmiling at his rueful length of face. )] | 
—— Kit pater optimus i, 
Me liceat caſum miſerere inſontis amici —— 
Sic fatus, tergum Gatuli immane leonis, &c. 
| by - Virg. En. v. 


Inſtructive work ! whoſe wry-mouth'd portraiture 


Diſplay'd the fates her confeſſors endure. 245 


— 


REMARKS. 


* tain his original is not from Adam, but from the 
6 - 460 Sc. Dennis, Chara. of Mr. P. octava, 
1716. 

Admirably it is obſerved by Mr. Dennis againſt Mr. 
Law, p. 33, That the language of Billingſgate can 
never be the Language of Charity, nor conſequently of 
«© Chriſtianity.” I ſhould elſe be tempted to uſe the 
language of a Critic; for what is more provoking to a 
commentator, than to behold his author thus portrayed? 
Yet I conſider it really hurts not him ; whereas malici- 
ouſly to call ſome others dull might do them prejudice 
with a world too apt to believe it. Therefore, _ 
Mr. D. may call another a little afs or a young toad, far 
be it from us to call him a ?00thle/s tion or an old ſerpent. 
Indeed, had I written theſe notes (as was once my intent} 
in the learned language, I might have given lun 
appellations of Balatro, calceatum caput, ſeurra in tri- 
viis, being phraſes in good eſteem and frequent uſage 
among the beſt learned: But in our mother. tongue, were 
I to tax any gentleman of the Dunciad, ſurely it ſhould 
be in words not to the vulgar intelligible ; whereby chri- 
ſtian charity, decency, and good accord among authors, 


might be preſerved. | SCRIBL. 
The good Scriblerus here, as on all occaſions, emi- 


nently ſhews his humanity. But it was far otherwiſe 
with the gentlemen of the Dunciad, whoſe ſcurrilities 
were always perſonal, and of that nature which provoked 
every honeſt man but Mr. Pope, yet never to be la- 
mented, ſince they occaſioned the following amiable 
Verſes: 11 

1 


Book II. The Dux oA B. 77 . 


the 


The 'Duxcrianr. Book II. 


Earleſs on high, ſtood unabaſh'd De Foe, 


firy frequent in old Inns, made of worſted or ſome 
coarſer ſtuff ; like that which is ſpoken of by Donne — | 


Faces as frightful as theirs who whip Chriſt in old hang- 


: Cloanthus, in En. v 


Of Codrus the poet's bed, ſee Juvenal, deſcribing his po- 
verty very copiouſly, Sat. ili. 5 103, Oe. 


And Tutchin flagrant from the ſcourge below: 


REMARKS. 
While Malice, Pope, denies thy page 


Its own celeſtial fire, 
While Critics, and while Bards in "rage 
- Admiring won't admire : 


While wayward pens thy worth aſſail, 
Ad envious tongues decry ; 

Theſe times tho many a Friend bewail, 
Theſe times bewail not J. 


But when the World's loud praiſe i ts thine, 
And fpleen no more ſhall blame, 

When with thy Homer thou fhalt ſhine 
In one eftabliſh'd fame; 


| When none ſhall rail, and try lay 
_  Dewote a wreath to thee; 


That day (for come it will) that day 
Shall I lament 10 ſee. 


Ver. 143. A hhaggy tap ſtry,] A ſorry kind of Tape- 


The imagery woven 1n it alludes to the mantle of 


Ver. 144. On Cale old, and Dintob's modern bed; ;] 


Lectus erat Codro, &f c, 


Codrus had but one bed, fo ſhort to "EY 
That bis fhort Wi fe s Sort legs ** dangling out. 


Book II. The Dunciad9: 79 
There Ridpath, Roper, cudgell'd might ye view, 
The very worſted ſtill look d black and blue: 150 


REMARKS. 


His cupboard's head fix earthen pitchers grac d, 
Beneath them was his truſiy tankard placd; 
And to ſupport this noble plate, there lay 
A bending Chiron, caſt from honeſt clay. | 
His few Greek books à rotten cheſt contain'd, 
Whoſe covers much of mouldineſs complain'd, 
Where mice and rats devour'd poetic bread, 
And on heroic werſe luxuriouſly were fed. 
"Tis true poor Codrus nothing had to boaſt, 
And yet poor Codrus all that nathing lot. 
3 Dryden. 
But Concanen, in his dedication of the letters, advertiſe- 
ments, Sc. to the author of the Dunciad, aſſures us that 
* Juvenal never ſatyrized the Poverty of Codrus.“ 
John Dunton was a broken bookſeller and abuſive 
Scribler; he writ Neck or Nothing, a violent ſatyr on 
ſome miniſters of ſtate, The danger of a Death-bed Re- 
pentance, a libel on the Duke of Devonſhire and the 
Right Reverend —_ of Peterborough, Oc. 
VER. 149. And Tutchin flagrant from the ſcourge, ] 
John Tutchin, author of ſome vile verſes, and of a week- 
ly paper called the Obſervator : He was ſentenced to be 
whipped through ſeveral towns in the weſt of England, 
upon which he petitioned King James II. to be hanged. 
When that prince died in exile, he wrote an invective 
againſt his memory, occaſioned by ſome humane elegies 
on Ins death. He lived to the time of Queen Anne. 
Ver. 149. There Rithath, Roper,) Authors of the 
Flying-poſt and Poſt-boy, two ſcandalous papers on diffe- 
rent ſides, for which they equally and alternately deſerv- 
ed to be cudgelled, and were ſo. 


880 The Dvunciav. Book II. 
Himſelf among the ftory'd chiefs he ſpies, 

As from the blanket high in air he flies, 
And oh] (he cry'd) what ſtreet, what lane but knows 


Our purgings, pumpings, blankettings, and blows ? 
In ev'ry loom our labours ſhall be ſeen, , 155 
And the freſh vomit run for ever green! 

See in the circle next, Eliza plac'd, 
Two babes of love cloſe clinging to her waiſt ; 


REMARKS. 


VER. 151. Himſelf among the ftoryd chiefs he pie, 
The hiſtory of Curls being tofled in a blan!:2t, and 
"whipped by the ſcholars of Weſtminſter, is ingeniouſly 
und pathetically related in a poem entituled Neck or 
Nothing. Of his purging and vomiting, ſee A full and 
true Account of a horrid Revenge on the body of Edm. 
Curl, &c, in Swift and Pope's Miſcell. 


IMITATIONS. 


Vee. 151. Himſelf among the ftory'd chiefs he ſpies ] 

Se guoque principibus permixtum agnovit Achivis — 

Conſtitit, & lacrymans : Quis jam locus, inguit, Achaic ! 

Due regie in terris noſtri non plena Iaboris ? 

| | Virg. En. i. 

Ver. 156. And the rab womit run for ever green | | 

A parody on theſe of a late noble author : | 

Hi, bleeding arm had furniſb' d all their rooms, 
And run for ever purple in the looms. | 


Ver. 156. Two babes of love cloſe clinging to her waiſt ;} 
Crea genus, Pholos, geminique ſub ubere nati. 
TVET | Virg. En. v. 


Book ff. The Done ras. 81 
Fair as before her works ſhe ſtands confeſs'd, 


In flow'rs and paſs by bounteous Kirkall red, ; 


REMARK S. 

vii 1 157. TS in the circle next, Fliza plac 71 In 
this game is expoſed, in the moſt contemptuous manner, 
the profligate licentiouſneſs of thoſe: ſhameleſs ſeriblers 
(for the moſt part of that Sex, which. ought leaſt to be 
capable of ſuc l or impudence) who in lihellous 
Memoirs and Novels 2 faults or misfortunes of 
both ſexes, to the ruin — public fame, or diſturbance 


of private happineſs. Our good poet (by the whole caſt 


of his work being obliged not to take off the Irony) 
where he could — ſhew his indignation, hath ſhewn his 
contempt, as much as poſſible ;. having here drawn as 
n as could be repreſented in the a 
| CRIBL,> 
Hb. 2. Eliza . this woman was authoreſs of 
thoſe moſt ſcandalous books called the Court of Carima- 
nia, and the New Utopia. For the % babes of loves. 
ſee Curr, Key, p. 22. But whatever reflection he is 
leaſed to throw apon this .Lady, furely it was what 
rom him ſhe little deſerved, Who bad celebrated Curl's 
undertakings for Reformation of manners, and declared 
herſelf “ to be ſo perfectly acquainted with the faveer- 
* neſs of his diſpoſition, and that tenderneſs with which 
* he'confidered the errors of his fellow-creatures; that, 


though ſhe ſhould find che lite inadwertencies of her 


ou Jife recorded in his papers, ſhe was certain it 
« would be done in ſuch a manner as ſhe could not but 


Female Dunciad, 


e Mrs. EAN OH. FE Yes Printed 
E 


K. 160. Kirkall, — of an Engraver. Some | 
of this Lady's works were — in four volumes in 


12 50. with her picture * DB before them. 
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82 N The Dux oA D. Book II. 


The Goddeſs then: Who beſt can ſend on high 

The falient ſpout, far-ſtreaming to the ſky ; 

<« His be yon Juno of majeſtic ſize, 

& With cow-like udders, and with ox-like eyes. 

ce This China Jordan, let the chief o'ercome 165 

c“ Repleniſh, not ingloriouſſy, at home.“ 
Oſborne and Curl accept the glorious ſtrife, 

nt tn hes Jon diſſuades, mie Mies 1 


FE 


| Ver. 167. Ofborne] A Bookſeller in Grays-Inn, very 
well qualified by his Impudence to act this part; and there- 
fore placed hers inſtead of a leſs deſerving Predeceſſor. 
This man publiſhed advertiſements for a year together, 
pretending to ſell Mr. Pope's Subſcription books of Ho- 
mer's Iliad at half the price : Of which books he had 
none, but cut to the fize of them (which was Quarto) 
the common books, in a ſmall folio, without rs 


ImiTaTIONs.. | 


1 163. — you F uno an 
With cow-like — . and with ox-like 961 
In allufion to Homer's Boar nwhe Hen. 
VER. 165. This China Jordan, ] 


Tertius Argolica 1 . ripe 5 od; 
Virg. En. vi. 
In the games of Homer, Il. all. e are ſet together, as 
prizes, a Lady and a Kettle, as in this place Mrs. Hay- 
wood and a Jordan. But there the p ce in value is 
given to the Kettle, at which Mad. Dacier is juſtly diſ- 

eaſed. Mrs. H. is here treated with diſtinction, and ac- 
pea wledged to be the more valuable of the two. 23 


Book II. The Dux ci B. 93 
One on his manly confidence relies, 


One on his vigour and ſuperiour ſize. 170 


Firſt Oſborne lean'd againſt his letter d poſt; 
It roſe, and labour'd to a curve at moſt. 

So Jove's bright bow diſplays its wat'ry round, 
(Sure ſign, that no ſpectator ſhall be drown'd) 


REMARKS. 


plats on a worſe paper, and never above half the va- 


* * this Advertiſement the Gazetteer harangued thus, 
July 6, 1739. How melanchely muſt it be to a 
riter to be ſo unha py as to ſee his works hawked 
« for ſale in a 9 tal to his fame! How, with 
% Honour to yourſelf, and juſtice to your Subſcribers, 
can this be done? What an Ingratitude to be ed 
% on the Only honeſt Poet that lived in 1738 ! and 
7 whom Virtue has not had a Hriller Trumpeter for 


Lic tab toni 


Ver. 169, 170, One on his nan confidence rel, 
One on his vigour] 


Il. — melior motu, fretuſque juventa ; 
Hic membris & mole valens. Virg 
15 8 173, 174. So Jove's bright bow - 


Sure fi 


TIED 
The york Films, of the Rein- bow, in mda. 


— — g Ts Kewlwr -1 
s vile gg, . e uw) Shai. 

Que le fils de Saturn a fondez dans les nies, pour thre 

dans tous les & 4 unt * à tous les mortels, Dacier. 
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84 The Dux eiA D. Book II. 
A ſecond effort brought but new diſgrace, 175 
The wild Meander waſh'd the Artiſt's face: 
Thus the ſmall jett, which haſty hands unlock, 

| Spirts in the gard'ner's eyes who turns the cock. 
Not ſo from ſhainieleſs Curl; impetuous ſpread 
The ſtream, and ſmoking flouriſh'd o'er his head, 
So (fam'd like thee for turbulence and horns) 181 
5 _ humble fountain ſcorns; 


| \ Remarks. 

* man ! That you, were onee enerally Saler 

40 =o jou! can hgh ly by me but that you 
& and your works are now deſpiſed, is verified by #15 
« fa: . which being utterly falſe, did not indeed much 
humble. the Author, but drew this =P e © on 
the "70g * 


101 


4 * 
S& S. Lia vy 


ImiTarTIonN s. 
VER. 181, 182. 
Se (fam d like thee for 8 4:7 apd horns) +; 
E. ridanus] 
Virgil mentions theſe two qualifications of Eridanus 
Georg. iv. 
Et gemina auratus taurino cornua vu, 
Eridanus, quo non alius ber pin vin culta 
In mare purpureum violentior J amis.  - 
The Poets fabled of this river Eridanus, that i it flowed 
through the ſkies, Denham, Cooper's Hill: 
Heav'n her Eridanus no more ſhall boaſt, 
Whoſe fame in thine, like leſſer currents 
Dy mobler ſtream ſhall vit Fove's abbder, 
To ſhine among the — and bathe the G.. 


Book H. The Dunciav. "85 
'Thro? half the heav'ns he pours th'exalted urn; 
His rapid waters in their paſlage burn. 5 


REMARKS, 


Ver. 18 8. Toro balf the heawns he WI Wexaled 
urn ;] In a manuſcript Dunciad (where are ſome margin- 
al corrections of ſome gentlemen ſome time deceaſed) I 
have found another reading of theſe lines, thus, 5 
| And I his urn, thro half the heaw'ns to flow ; 

His rapid waters in their paſſage glow. 


This I cannot but think the right: For firſt, though the 
difference between burn and glu may ſeem not very 
material to others, to me I confeſs the latter has an ele- 
gance, a je ne 422 quoy, which is much eaſier to be con- 
ceived than explained. Secondly, every reader of our 
Poet muſt have obſeryed how Sat he uſes this 
word glow in other parts of his works: To inſtance only 
in his Homer 
(1-) Iliad ix. 726. — i one reſentment glaaur. 

12.) Iliad xi. 1 626. — There the batihe glows. 

13) Ibid. 5 985. Wii ee that infant cra/ 


- "2 fo glow 
(4) Jliad, xii i. 9 45- — Encompaſed Hector glows. 
6 Ibid. ns — His 2 Te gun. 


2 
660 Iliad xpiii. 1 591. Another part glow'd with re- 


gent arms. 


fu 
(74) Ibid. $ 654. dd conf on how peeps Ne ener 


glow 
I am abrid of gromi growing too ern nen or X 
: _ CA ue tO A great extent, E 
l. heres, eng for this beautiful word, 


e, let all future editions 7x ate 


86 The Dunc1apD; Bock II. 
Swift as it mounts, all follow with their eyes; 185 

Still happy Impudence obtains the prize. 

Thou triumph'ſt, Victor of the high-wrought day, 

And the pleas'd dame, ſoft-ſmiling, lead'ſt away. 


REMARKS. 


T am aware, after all, that burn is the proper word 
to convey an idea of what was ſaid to be Mr. Curl's con- 
dition at this time: But from that very reaſon J infer 
the direct contrary. For ſurely every lover of our author 
will conclude he had more humanity than to inſult a man 
on ſuch a misfortune or calamity, which could never be- 
fal him purely by his own fault, but from an unhappy 
communication with another. This Note is half Mr. 
THzEoBALD, half ScrrnL. . 
VIX. 187. The high wwrought-day,) Some affirm, this 
was originally, well pt day; but the Poet's decency 
would not ſuffer it. | | 

Here the learned Scriblerus manifeſts great anger ; he 
exclaims againſt all ſuch Conjectural Emendations in this 
manner: Let it ſuffice, O Pallas! that every noble An- 
0 cient, Greek or Roman, hath ſuffered the 1mpertinent 
“correction of every Dutch, German, and Switz School- 
«© maſter! Let our Engliſn at leaſt eſcape; whoſe intrin- 
** fic is ſcarce of marble fo ſolid, as not be impaired or 
ec ſoiled by ſuch rude and dirty hands. Suffer them 
6 to call their works their own, and after death at leaſt 
4 to find reſt and ſanctuary from Critics! When theſe 
* men have ceaſed. to rail, let them not begin to do worſe, 
e to comment! Let them not conjecture into nonſenſe, 
4 correct out of all correctneſs, and reſtore into obſcu - 
& rity and confuſion. Miſerable fate | which can befal 
% only the ſprightlieſt wits that have written, and will 
e befal them only from ſuch dull ones as could never 
« write! ; SCRIBL. 


Book II. The DNA p- 97 

Ofborne, throꝰ perfect modeſty o ercome, 

Crown'd with the Jordan, walks contented home. 
But now for Authors nobler palms remain ; 191 

Room for my Lord ! three jockeys in his train; 

Six huntſmen with a ſhout precede his chair: 

He grins, and looks broad nonſenſe with a ftare. 

His honour's meaning Dulneſs thus expreſt, 195 

&« He wins this Patron, who can tickle beſt.” _ 
He chinks his purſe, and takes his ſeat of ſtate: 

With ready quills the Dedicators wait; 

Now at his head the dext'rous taſk commence, 

And, inſtant, fancy feels thvimputed ſenſe; ' 200 

Now gentle touches wanton o'er his face, | 

He ſtruts Adonis, and affects grimace: 

Rolli the feather to his ear conveys, + 

Then his nice taſte directs our Operas : 

Bentley his mouth with claſſic flatt'ry opes, 205 

And the puff d orator burſts out in 8 


"Ven. 203. Paolo Antonio Rolli, an Italian Poet, and 
writer of many Operas in that language, which — 
by the help of his genius, prevailed in Engl 
twenty years. He taught Italian to ſome fine Gentle- 
men who affected to direct the Operas. 

VIX. 205. Bentley his mouth, e.] Not ſpoken of the 
famous Dr. Richard Bentley, but of one Thom. Bentley, 
* yu Oe" dun yo his uncle in a . unde 


84 


$ 


* Thy Father, that moſt refalpent ſtar of the Anglican 


88 The, Dx c iA DD. Book II. 
But Welſted moſt the Poet's healing bam 
Strives to extract from his ſoft, giving palm; 


MALES. © 


* 


The great one was intended to be dedicated to the Lord 


Hallifax, but (on a change of the Miniſtry) was given to 


the Earl of Oxford; for which reaſon the little one was 
dedicated to his ſon the Lord Harley. A taſte of his 
Claffic Elicution may be ſeen in this following Panegyric 
on the Peace of Utrecht. Capimus Patrem tuum, fulgen- 
tiffimunm illud Orbis Anglicani jubar, adorare. O ingen, 
Reipublicz fr columen! O fortunatam tanto Heroe 
Britanniam ! Illi tali tantoque viro, DB un per Omnia 
adfuifſe, mamimque tjus & mentem direxiſſe, CBrTis81- 
MUM EST, Hujus enim Unius forme opera, æquiſſimis 
& perhonorificis conditionibus, diuturno, hen nimium !“ 
Bello, fintm impoſitum videmus. O Diem ælerna memoria 
digniſimam ! qua terrores Patriæ omnes excidit, Pacem- 
que diu exoptatam toti fere Europæ reftituit, «le Popul: 
Anglicani Amor, Harleius. | | 
Thus critically (that is verbally) tranſlated: 


„Orb, we much defire-to-adore/ Oh mighty Column 
of our Republic! Oh Britain, fortunate in ſuch an 
«© Hero! That to ſuch and ſo great a Man Gop was 
ever preſent, in every thing, and all along directed 


both his hand and his heart, is a Moſt Abſolute Cer- 


*, tainty! For it is in a manner by the operation of this 


* Man alone, that we behold a War (alas! how much 


% too long an one!) brought at length to an end, on 


** the moſi juſt aud moſt bunaurable Gonditions. Oh Day 


- * eternally to be memorated ! wherein All the Terrors 


of his C were ended, and a PA CR {long wiſh'd 
:“ for by alnoſt all Europe) was reftored by HARLEx, 
:* the Love and Delight of the People of England.” - 


Book II. The Dux e iA. 89 

Unlucky Welſted | thy unfeeling maſter, I 

The more thou tickleſt, gripes his fiſt the faſter. 210 
REMARKS. 


But chat this Gentleman can urite in a different ale, 
25 be ſeen in a Letter he] printed to Mr. Pope, where- 
everal Noble Lords are — 7 in a moſt extraordin 
Lite: particularly the Lord Bolingbroke abuſed for 
that very PAC which he here makes the le work 

of the Earl of Oxford, directed by God" Almighty... . 
VER. 207. Welfted] Leonard Welſted, author of The 
Triumvirate, or a Letter in verſe from Palzmon to Celia at 
Bath, which was meant for a ſatyr on Mr. P. and ſome 
of his friends, about the year 1718. He writ other 
things which we cannot remember. Smedley, in his 
Metamorphoſis of Scriblerus, mentions one, t 6 Hymn 
of a Gentleman to his Creator: And there was another 
in praiſe either of a Cellar, or a Garret. L. W. chara- 
Qerized in the treatiſe wee} Babes, or the Art of Sinking, 
as a Didapper, and after as an Eel, is ſaid to be th 
ſon, by Dennis, Daily Journal of May 11, 1728. 
e was alſo characteriſed under another animal, a Mole, 
/ the haber of 'the enſuing Simile, e. as handed 
at the ſame time : 
Dear Welfted, mark, in dirty Bolt, f 
Wat painful animal, a — 4 Ian gg #1421 
VIEW” 1 round neoer born fo grows 
What 2 ir it ”y 5 behav? 
To make a Mole- hill a Nt his frife ! 
I digs, of mg: undermines for life. Av rk 
How proud a little dirt to fpbreads © © 
Conſcious of nothing Cer its hae 
Till lab ring on for want of en. 
7 ry ec xg, into Light — and dies. 


You have him again in book 3. 3 170, 


90 The Duwncrav. Book II. 
While thus each hand promotes the pleaſing pain, 

And quick ſenſations ſkip from vein to vein ; 

A youth unknown to Phcebus, in deſpair, 

Puts his laſt refuge all in heav'n and 'pray'r. 

What force have pious vows !' The Queen of Love 

His Siſter ſends, her  vot'reſs, from above. 216 

As taught by Venus, Paris learnt the art | 

To touch Achilles' only tender part; 

Secure, thro? her, the noble prize to carry, 

He marches off, his Grace's Secretary. 220 
Nov turn to diff rent ſports (the Goddeſs cries) 

And learn, my ſons, the wond'rous pow'r of Noiſe. 

To move, to raiſe, to raviſn evry heart, 

| Wi ith . s nature, or with J ohnſon's art, 


REMARKS. 


A Van. 213. A. youth unknown to Phaebus, Sc.] The 
fatyr of this Epiſode | being levelled at the baſe flatteries 
of authors to worthleſs wealth or greatneſs, concludes 
here with an excellent leſſon to ſuch men: That altho' 
their pens and praiſes were as exquiſite as they conceit 
of themſelves, yet (even in their own mercenary ain 
a creature unlettered, who ſerveth the paſſions, or = 
eth to the pleaſures, of ſuch vain, braggart, puft Nobi- 
lity, ſhall with thoſe patrons be much more inward, and 
of them much Higher rewarded.  _ ScxiBL., 


IMITATIONS. | 


Ver. 223, 225. To move, to raiſe, erer. 
Let others aim: 'Tis yours to ſhake, & 5 


Excudent alii pirantia mollius ** ee 


Bock II. The Dunci1aD; gr 
Let others aim : *Tis yours to ſhake the ſoul 225 
With Thunder rumbling from the muſtard bowl, 
With horns and trumpets now to madneſs ſwell, 
Now fink in ſorrows with a tolling bell; 
Such happy arts attention can command, 
When fancy flags, and ſenſe is at a ftand: 230 
Improve we theſe. Three Cat-calls be the bribe 
Of him, whoſe chatt'ring ſhames the Monkey tribe. 
And his this Drum, whoſe hoarſe heroic baſe 
Drowns the loud clarion of the braying Abs. | 
_—_— 7 e e 
Ver. 226. With thunder rumbling from the muſtard 
Bol,] The old way of making Thunder and Muſtard 
were the ſame ; but ſince, it is more „ 
formed by troughs of wood with ſtops in them. Whe- 
ther Mr, Dennis was the inventor of that improvement, 
I know not; but it is certain, that being once at a Tra- 
gedy of a new author, he fell into a great paſſion at hear- 
ing ſome, and cried, ** S'death ! that is my Thunder.” 
VIX. 228. With à tolling bell;] A mechanical help 
(as Pathetic, not unuſeful to the modern writers of Tra- 
Ver. 231. Three Cat-calls] Certain muſical inſtru- 
ments uſed by one ſort of Critics to confound the Poets 
of the Theatre. FE) 


IVuITATIONs. 85 
Credb equidem, vi vos ducent de marmore vultus, Ic. 


Nu regere imperio popules, | Romane, memento, _ 
He tibi erunt arte mal * 


92 The DuncriaD. Book II. 
No thouſand tongues are heard in one loud din 
The Monkey-mimics ruſh diſcordant in; 236 
*T was chatt' ring, grinning, mouthing, jabb'ring all, 
And Noiſe and Norton, Brangling and Breval, 
Dennis and Diſſonance, and captious art, 

And ſnip-ſnap ſhort, and interruption ſmart, 240 
And Major, Minor, and Concluſion quick. 
Hold (cry'd the Queen) a Cat-call each ſhall win; 
Equal your merits ! equal is youf din! 

But that this well-diſputed game may end, 245 
Sound forth my Brayers, and the welkin rend. 
As when the long-ear'd milky mothers wait 
At ſome ſick miſer's triple-bolted gate, 
For their defrauded, abſent foals they make 
A moan ſo loud, . 250 


eee e REMARKS. 2 SES 
Ves. 248. Nortos)] See Þ 417. — 2 Duranit Bre 
val, Author of a very extraordinary Book of Travels, 
and ſome Poems. See before, note on * 126. * ES 
wy ImrTatIOns. | | 
Vss. 243, A Cat. call each ſhall win, &c,] 
Non noftrum inter vos tantas componere lites, 
Et vitula tu dignus, & hicw—— | Virg. Ecl. iu. 


vas. 247. A Simile whe cug all, in the anna 
of Homer. 


Book II. The Dvuwnerav. 92 
Sore ſighs fir Gilbert, ſtarting at the bray, 
From dreams of millions, and three groats to pay ! 
So ſwells each wind-pipe ; Aſs intones to As, 
Harmonic twang ! of leather, horn, and braſs; 
Such as from lab'ring lungs th Enthuſiaſt blows, 255 
High Notes, attemp' red to the vocal noſe: 

Or ſuch as bellow from the deep Divine; Tthine. 
There Webſter! peal'd thy voice, and Whitfield! 
But far o'er all, ſonorous Blackmore's ſtrain ; _ 
Walks, "ND ſkies, bray back to him again 725 


REM AA E s. 


VIX. 258. Webſter — and Whitfield] The one the 


writer of a News-paper,. called the Weekly Miſcellany, 
the other a Field-preacher, bis thought the only means 


. of advancing Chriſtianity was by the New-birth of reli- 


gious madneſs ; That, by the old death of fire and fag- 


IMITATIONS. 


VSI. 260. Bray back to him again. 1 A figure of ſpeech 
taken from Virgil : 


* Vx Moi nemorum ingeminata remugit. 
Georg. iii. 
e — herds le oer the Plain, 

neigh ring hills low back #6 them again. 
The poet hare celibratad, fr R. B. delighted — 2 


the Ear .bray, which he endeavoured to ennoble by ap- 
plying it to the ſound of Anmut, War, Cr. In imi- 


tation of him, and ftrengthened by his authority, our au- 
thor has here admitted it into Heroic poetry. | 
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94 The Dunc1ianr. Bock II. 
In Tot' nam fields the brethren, with amaze, 

Prick all their cars up, and forget to graze ; 

Long Chanc'ry-lane retentive rolls the ſound, 

And courts to courts return it round and round; 

Thames wafts it thence to Rufus? roaring hall, 265 

And Ae re-echoes bawl for bal. 


DR TU: | 


got : And therefore t agreed in this, though in no 
other earthly thing, to abuſe all the ſober Clergy. From 
the ſmall ſucceſs of theſe two extraordinary perſons we 
may learn how little hurtful Bigotry and Enthuſiaſm are, 
while the Civil Magiſtrate pru ty forbears to lend his 
power to the one, 1 order to the employing it againſt 
the other, | 

. Ver. 263. Long Chanc 1 The place where the 
offices of Chancery are kept. The long detention of 
Clients in that Court, and the difficulty of getting out, 
is ** allegorized in theſe lines. 


IMmiTATIONS. 


VIX. 262. Prick all their cars up, and forget ts graze ;] 


Immenior herbarum quos ef mirata 8 
Virg. Ecl. viii. 
The progreſs of the ſound from place to place, and the 


ſcenary here of the bordering regions, Totenham-fields, 
Chancery-lane, the Thames, Weſtminfier-hall by Hun- 


| — are imitated from Virgil, "Ma, vii. on | the 
unding the horn of Alecto: 


Audiit & Trivie linge N audiit ami: 
. Sulphurea Nar albus agua, 4. V e Se. 


Book II. The Dunctavp.: 95 
All hail him victor in both gifts of ſong, l 
Who ſings ſo loudly, and who ſings fo long. 


REMARKS. 


Vs, 268. 1ho fange fo loudly, and <vho fings fo long] 
A juſt character of fir Richard Blackmore Laie, Who 
(as Mr. Dryden expreſſeth it) | 


Writ to the. rumbling of his coach's wheels, 


and whoſe indefatigable Muſe produced no leſs than fix 
Epic poems: Prince and King Arthur, twenty books; Eli- 
za, ten; Alfred, twelve ; the Redeemer, fix; beſides Job, 
in folio ; the whole Book of Pſalms ; the Creation, ſeven 
books; Nature of Man, three books ; and many more. 'Tis 
in this ſenſe he is ſtyled afterwards the ever/a/ting Black- 
more. Notwithſtanding all whieh, Mr. Gildon ſeems 
aſſured, that this admirable author did not think him- 
«« ſelf upon the /ame foot with Homer.” Comp. Art of 
Poetry, vol. i. p. 108. _ 4 1 
But how different is the judgment of the author of 
Characters of the times? p. 25. Who ſays Sir Richard 
*« 1s unfortunate in n miſtake his proper ta- 
* lents; and that he has not for many years been /o much 
* as named, or even thought of among writers.” Eyen 
Mr. Dennis differs greatly from his friend Mr. Gildon ; 
% Blackmore's Action (faith he) has neither unity, nor 
«« integrity, nor morality, nor univerſality; and conſe- 
«« quently he can have no Fable, and no Heroic Poem: 
His Narration is neither probable, delightful, nor won- 
«« derful ; his Characters have none of the neceſſary qua- 
* lUfications ; the things contained in his Narration are 
neither in their own nature delightful, nor numerous 


{* enough, vor rightly diſpoſed, nor ſurpriſing, nor 


oy 2 * eeone7 8 i * -, ** 2 +» „6 = 
3 P % — a 
X = — —_ — ” 


98 The 'Dvieriy. Book. 


This labour paſt, by Bridewell all deſcend, 


(As morning-pray'r, and flagellation end) 270 


REMARKS. 

6 pathetic.”— Nay he proceeds ſo far as to. ſay. fir Ri- 
Chard has 20 Genius; firſt lay ing down, that Genius 
* is cauſed by a furious joy and pride of foul, on the 
© conception of an exiraordinry Hint. Many Men (ſays 
he) have their Hints, without theſe. motions of fury 
« and pride of foul, becauſe they want fire enough-to a- 
* gitate their ſpirits; and theſe we call cold writers. 
« Others who have a great deal of fire, but have not 
* excellent organs, feel the forementioned motions, with- 
« out the extraordinary hints; and theſe we call fuſtian 
4 yriters. But he declares that fir Richard had neither 
* the Hints, nor the Motions,” Remarks on Pr. Arth. 
octayo, 1696. Preface. 1 1 
This gentleman in his firſt works abuſed the character 
of Mr. Dryden; and in his laſt, of Mr. Pope, accuſin 

him in very high and ſober terms of prophaneneſs a 


immorality (Efay on Polite Writing, vol. Il. p. 270.) 


on a mere report from Edm. Curl, that he was author 
of a Traveſtie on the firſt Pſalm. Mr. Dennis took up 
the fame report, but with the addition of what fir Richard 
had neglected, an Argument to prove it; which being 
very curious, we ſhall here tranſcribe. * It was he 
* who burleſqued the Pſalm of David. It is apparent 
* to me that Pſalm was burleſqued by a Pepiſb rhymefter, 
Let rhyming perſons who have been brought up Pro- 
* reftants, be otherwiſe what they will, let them be 
«rakes, let them be ſcoundrels, let them be Athei/r, 
« yet education has made an invincible impreſſion on 
them in behalf of the ſacred writings. But a Popi 

* rhymeſter has been brought up with a contempt for 
<* thoſe ſacred writings ; now ſhow me another Popi/# 


Book II. The Dux c rA. 97 
To where Fleet - ditch with diſemboguing ſtreams 


— 11 
* \ — 4 * 1 
» , 


Rolls the large tribute of dead dogs to Thames, 


Ni REMARKS. OY 
te ,bymeſter but he.” This manner of argumentation is 


uſual with Mr. Dennis; he has employed the ſame a- 


gainſt fir Richard himſelf, in a like charge of Impiety 
and Irreligion. All Mr. Blackmore's celeſtial Ma- 
„ chines, as they cannot be defended ſo much as by com- 
© mon received opinion, ſo are they directly contrary to 
*© the doctrine of the Church of England; for the viſible 
« deſcent of an Angel muſt be a miracle. Now it is the 


« doctrine of the Church of England that miracles had 


« ceaſed a long time before Prince Arthur came into 
the world. Now if the doctrine of the church of 
* England be true, as we are obliged to believe, then 
are all the - celeſtial machines in Prince Arthur un- 
«« ſufferable, as wanting, not only human, but divine 
probability. But if the machines are ſufferable, that 
*& is if they have ſo much as divine probability, then it 
4 follows of neceſſity that the doctrine of the Church is 
« falſe. So J leave it to every impartial Clergy man to 
«© conſider, &c. Preface to the Remarks on Prince 
4 . 3 
VIX. 270. 4 ing prayr and flagellation end. 

It 3 eleven and twelve in N ly after 
church ſervice, that the criminals are whipt in Bridewell. 
— This is to mark punctually the time of the day: Ho- 
mer does it by the circumſtance of the Judges riſing from 
court, or of the Labourer's dinner; our author by one 


very proper both to the Perſons and the Scene of his po- 


em, which we may remember commenced in the even ; 
ing of the Lord-mayor's day: The firſt book paſſed in 


hat night ; the next morning the 2 begin in the 


3 


nes Pa Wyn" 


. A 2-4 n . — - 
— > Fm 9 "oc = \ 2 
— — — . 
* 2 Cas Lt: ay LIN wt x 
y * * 1 
rr 


_ — — 
. ˙— — 5 4 
— 
. 2 Bn 2 
voor * 1 


— 5 


10 


10 
1 

[ 

iy 

1. 

ti 

a 

1 


* 
w— — 3 n 5 — — — 7 me» —— — 
5 » b L, & 7 * ” " by 
- — > « = — Sw 2:03 < 2 — 4 1 5 
ws 2 : : 2 3 * "= _ > hb 
. "4 ; n L- — -» * ag” of * 
4 ” Ne » . — n —_ wy 5 IS” 
1 0 4 — * Sy. i _— 2 * . a» "_ * - » 


— = © 7 + w 5» Y D 
Bgnc- * — 8 * v 2 2 
rr 821 4 4 — C 


2 3 
Ba 6s 


>. 
2 
— 


e * * * E 1 
1 


* 


98 


The DynciapD. Book II. 


The King of dykes ! than whom + cpa 
With deeper fable blots the ſilver flood. 
c Here ſtrip, my children] here at once leap in, 27 ; 
« Here prove who beſt can daſh thro thick and thin, 
& And who the moſt in love of dirt excel, 

& Or dark dexterity of groping well. 

<« Who flings moſtfilth, and wide pollutes around 
e 


RE MARES. 


Strand, thence along Fleet ſtreet (places inhabited by 
Bookſellers) then they proceed by Bridewell toward Fleet 
ditch, and laſtly thro* Ludgate to the City and the 
Temple of the Goddeſs. 
VIX. 276, 277, 278. Daſh thro thick and thin, 
Love of dirt — dark dexterity] The three chief qualifica- 
tions of Party-writers ; to ſtick at nothing, to delight in 
flinging dirt, and to ſlander in the dark by gueſs. . 

| ves 280. The Weekly Fournals] Paris of news and 
ſcandal intermixed, on different fides and parties, and 
frequently ſhifting from one fide to the other, called the 
London Journal, Britiſh Journal, Daily Journal, &c. the 
concealed writers of which for ſome time were Oldmix- 
on, Roome, Arnall, Concanen, and others ; perſons ne- 
ver ſeen by our author. | 


rar ibs” | 
vas. 273. De Kung of dykes ! Cc. ] 


Fluviorum rex Eridanus, 


. qua non alius, per pinguia culta, | 
In mar- 3 violentior Nuit amnis, Virg. 


Book II. The Dunc1av. 99 
«© A pig of lead to him who dives the beſt; 281 
A peck of coals a-piece ſhall glad the reſt.” 

In naked majeſty Oldmixon ſtands, 
And Milo-like ſurveys his arms and hands; 


REMARKS 


Ven. 282. A peck of coals a. piece] Our indulgent Poet; 
Whenever he has ſpoken of any dirty or low work; 
conſtantly puts us in mind of the Powerty of the of- 
fenders, as the only extenuation of ſuch practices. Let 
any one but remark, when a Thief, a Pick-pocket, an 
Highwayman, or a Knight of the poſt are ſpoken of, 
how much our hate to thoſe characters is leſſened, if 
they add a needy Thief, a poor Pick-pocket, an hungry 
Highway man, a farving Knight of the poſt, Fc. With 
this View the author opened his poem with the Cauſe of 
Poetry and Poverty, thereby expreſsly imputing all ſean- 
dalous rhymes, ſcurtilous weekly papers, lying news, 
baſe flatteries, wretched elegies, ſongs, and verſes (even 
from thoſe ſung at Court, to ballads in the ſtreet) not 
ſo much to malice or ſervility, as to dulneſs; and not ſo 
much to dulneſs, as to neceſſity. And thus, at the very 
commencement of his ſatyr, made an apology for all that 
were to be ſatyrized. | 

VIER. 283. In naked Majeſty Oldmixon ſtandi,] Mr. 
Jonx Or Dbuix on, next to Mr. Dennis, the moſt an 
cient Critic of our Nation; an unjuſt cenſurer of Mr. 
Addiſon in his proſe Eſſay on Criticiſm, whom alſo in 
his imitation of Bouhours (called the Arts of Logic and 
Rhetoric) he miſrepreſents in plain matter of fact; for in 
p. 45. he cites the Spectator as abuſing Dr. Swift by 
name, where there is not the leaſt hint of it; and in 
p. 304. is ſo injurious as to ſuggeſt, —_ Mr. Addiſon 
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which he enjoyed to his death. 


x00 The DunciAavp. Book IT. 
Then ſighing, thus, And am I now threeſcore ? 
ce Ah why, ye Gods] ſhould two and two make four? 


5 REMARKS, 
himſelf writ that Tatler, N. 43. which ſays of his own 


Simile, that *Tis as great as ever entered into the 
% mind of man.“ In Poetry he was not ſo happy 


. as laborious, and therefore characteriſed by the Tatler, 
„N. 62. by the name of Omicron the Unborn Poet.” 


Carl, Key, p. 13. He writ Dramatic works, and a 


volume of Poetry, conſiſting of heroic Epiſtles, '&c. 


* ſome whereof are very well done, faith that great 
Judge Mr. Jacob, in his Lives of Poets, vol. ii. p. 303. 

In his Eſſay on Criticiſm, and the Arts of Logic and 
Rhetoric, he frequently reflects on our Author. But the 
top of his character was a Perverter of Hiſtory, in that 


ſcandalous one of the Stuarts, in folio, and his Critical 
_ Hiſtory of England, two volumes, octavo. Being em- 


ploy by biſhop Kennet, in publiſhing the Hiſtorians in 
is Collection, he falſified Daniel's Chronicle in number- 


leſs places. Vet this very man, in the 8 to the firſt 


of theſe books, advanced a particular Fact to charge three 
eminent perſons of falſifying the lord Clarendon's Hiſto- 
ry; which fact has been diſproved by Dr. Atterbury 
late biſhop of Rocheſter, then the only ſurvivor of them; 
and the particular part he pretended to be falſiſied, pro 
duced ſince, after almoſt ninety years, in that noble au- 
thor's own hand. He was all his life a virulent Party- 
writer for hire, and received his reward in a ſmall place, 
He is here likened to Milo, in allufion to that verſe 
of Ovid, | 

—Fletgue Milon ſenior, cum bectat inanes 
Herculeis ſimilis, fluides pendere lacertos 3 


* 


Book II. The Du v TA b. 101 
He ſaid, and climb'd a ſtranded lighter's height, 


The Senior's judgment all the crowd admire, | | 
Who but to ſink the deeper, roſe the higher. 290 {1 


The quaking mud, that clog'd, and op'd no more. 


Smedley in vain reſounds thro? all the coaſt. 


nale four? ] Very reaſonably doth this ancient critic 


Shot to the black abyſs, and plung'd down-right. 


Next Smedley div'd ; flow circles dimpled o'er 


All look, all ſigh, and call on Smedley loft ; 


' REMARKS. _ - | 
either with regard to his Age, or becauſe he was in - 4 4 
for 1 trying to pull to pieces an Oak that was too ſtrong —_ 


Remember Milos end, 
gi in that timber which he ftrove to rend. 
Lord Roſc. 


Vas. 286. «4 why, ye Gods! fuld two and two 


complain: Without doubt it was a fault in the conſtitu- | x 
tion of things. For the Gods, as a Greek writer faith, | B 
having given the world to man for a ſubjett of di ;ſputation, | 
they ſeemed to mock him with a penurious gift when | 
they made any thing certain : Hence thoſe ſuperior ma- 1 
_Kers of n the Seeptics and Academics, reaſonably . 
=_ 
| * | N 
| 


IMITATLONS. 


Ver. 293. And call on Smedley %; Sc.] 
Aleides wept in vain for Hylas H, 
Hylat, in vain, reſounds thro al, the coaſt” * 
| Lord Roſcom. Tranſlat. of eh 6th Eel. 


. laſt 


* 


102 The DunciaDd. Book II. 


and ſpirit, who was ſecret 


Then * eſſay d]; ſcarce vaniſh'd out of ſight, 295 


He buoys up inſtant, and returns to light : 


He bears no token of the ſabler ſtreams, 


- And mounts far off among the Swans of Thames, 


True to the bottom, ſee Concanen creep, 


. A cold, long-winded, native of the deep: 300 


| REMARKS. 
conclude that #avo and two do not make four. Scl. 
But we need not go ſo far, to remark what the Poet 
principally intended, the abſurdity of complaining of 
#/d age, which muſt neceſſarily happen, as long as we are 


indulged in our deſires of adding one year to another. 


VER. 291. Next Smedley div'd; | The perſon here 
mentioned, an Iriſhman, was author and. publiſher of 
many ſcurrilous pieces, a weekly Whitehall Journal, in 
the year 1722. in the name of fir James Baker ; and 

rticularly whole volumes of Billingſgate againſt. Dr. 

Alexandri- 


Swift and Mr, Pope, called Gulliveriana 
ana, printed in oftayo, 1728. 


> . 


VIX. 195. Wen : ay 45 A Gentleman of genius 
y dipt in ſome papers of this 
kind, on whom our Poet beſtows a panegyric inſtead of 


_ a ſatyr, as deſerving to be better employed than in Party- 


guarrels and perſonal invectives. | 
VX. 299. Concanen] MaTTuew Concanen, an 
Iriſhman, bred to the law. He abuſed Dr. Swift, to 
whom he had obligations, to which Smedley (one of 
his brethren in enmity to Swift) allades in his Meta- 
morphoſis of Scriblerus, p. 7. accuſing him of ** havin 


* boaſted of what he had not written, but others ha 


* reviſed and done for him“ He was author of ſeveral 
dall and dead ſwarrilities in the Britiſh and London Jour- 


mals, and ina paper called the Speculatiſt. In a pam- 


Book II. The Duvnci #67 103 
If perſeverance gain the Diver's prize 
Not everlaſting Blackmore this denies: aid 

No noife, no ſtir, no motion can't thou make, . | 

Th *unconſcious ſtream ſleeps o'er thee like*a lake. 

Next plung'd a feeble, but a deſp'rate pack, 30 & > 

With each a ſickly brother at his back: 4 

Sons of a Day ! juſt buoyant on the flood, Bs 
Then number'd with the puppies in the mud. 

Aſt ye their names ? I ſooner could diſcloſe 5 

I names of theſe blind puppies than of thoſe. 3 10 | 


-REMARKS. 


Vlog, called a nent to the Profund, hs dealt 
very unfairly with our Poet, not onl frequently imput- 
ing to him Mr Broome's verſes (for which he might 
indeed ſeem in ſome degree accountable, having corre&- 
ed what that gentleman did) but thoſe of the duke of 
Buckingham, and others: To this rare piece ſomebody 
humorouſly cauſed him to take for his motto, De pro- 
fundis clamavi. He was fince a hired ſcribler in the 
Daily Courant, where he | poured forth much Billingf- 
gate againſt the lord Bolingbroke, and others ; after 
which this man was furpriſingly promoted to adminiſter 
Juſtice and Law in Jamaica, 

VX. 306, 307. With each a fickly brother at his back : 
"Sons of @ day, TN Theſe were daily Papers, a number 
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Faſt by, like Niobe (her children gone) | 

_ Sits Mother Oſborne, ſtupify'd to ſtone ! 

And Monumental Braſs this record bears, 

6 Theſo are, —ah no ! there were the Gazetteers !? 
| REMARK 8. 


of which, to leſſen the expence, were printed one on 
the back of another. 146 1's 1 
VIX. 311. Lite Niobe] See the ſtory in Ovid, Met. 
vii. where the miſerable Petrefaction of this old Lady is 
pathetically deſcribed. g get: 
VAR. 312. Ofborne] A name aſſumed by the eldeſt 
and graveſt of theſe writers, who at laſt being aſhamed 
of his Pupils, gave his paper over, and in his age re- 
mained filent.  _ FOO IAN 
.; Ver. 314. Gazetteers] We ought not to ſuppreſs. 
that a modern Critic here taxeth the Poet with an Ana- 
chroniſm, affirming theſe Gazetteers not to have lived 
within the time of his poem, and challenging us to 
produce any ſuch. paper of that date. But we may 
With equal aſſurance aſſert, theſe Gazetteers not to have 
lived fince, and challenge all the learned world to pro- 
duce one ſuch pa at this day. Surely, therefore, 
where the point is Þ ablcore, our author opght not to be 
cenſured too raſhly. e . 
Notwithſtanding this affected ignorance of the good 
Scriblerus, the Daily Gazetteer was a title given very 
properly to certain papers, each of which laſted but a day. 
Into this, as a common ſink, was received all the traſh, 
which had been before diſperſed in ſeveral, and circu- 
lated at the publick expence of the nation. The au- 
thors were the ſame obſcure men; "hong ſometimes re- 
 Keved: by. occaſional eſſays from Stateſmen, Courtiers, 


— 
— 
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Not fo bold Arnall ; with a weight of ſkull, 315 
Furious he dives, precipitately dull, : 


, 


REMARK 5s, 


Biſhops, Deans, and Doctors. The meaner fort were 
rewarded with Money ; others with Places or Benefices, 
from an hundred to a thouſand a year. It appears from 
the Report of the Secret Committee for enquiring into the 
Conduct of R. Earl of O. That no lefs than e thou- 
« ſand, ſtventy-ſeven pounds, eighteen ſhillings, were paid 
% to Authors and Printers of News-papers, ſuch as Free- 
% Britons, Daily Courants, Corn-Cutter's Journals, Ga- 
“ zetteers, and other political papers, between Feb. 10, 
„ 1731. and Feb. 10, 1741.” Which ſhews the Bene- 
volence of One great Miniſter to have expended, for the 
current dulneſs of ten years, double the ſum which 
gained Louis XIV. ſo much honour, during a reign of 


ſeventy, in annual Penſions to Learned men all over 


Europe. In which, and in a much longer time, not a 
Penſion at Court, nor Preferment in the Church or Uni- 
verſities of any Conſideration, was beſtowed on any 


man diſtinguiſhed for his Learning, conſidered ſeparately 


from Patty-merit, or Pamphlet - writing. | 

It is worth a reflection, that of all the Panegyrics ſo 
worthily beſtowed by theſe writers on this great Mini- 
ſter, not one is at this day extant, or remem : Not 


even fo much credit done to his Perſonal character in 


life by them all, as by one ſhort octafional com- 
pliment, which our Author's Candour drew from him: 


Fein bin I dave but in bis happier hour 
. » Of ſocial pleaſure, / exchang'd for Pow'r! - 00 


% 


% 


Whirlpools and ſtorms his circling arm inveſt, 6 


With all the might of gravitation bleſte. 320 


No crab more active in the dirty dance, 
Downward to climb, and backward to advance. 
He. brings up half the bottom on Iis head, 
And loudly claims the Journals and the Lead. 


The plunging Prelate, and his pond'rous Graee, - 


With holy envy gave one Layman. place. 326 
When lo ! a burſt of thunder ſhook the flood. 

Slow roſe a form, in majeſty of Mud; 

Shaking the horrors of his ſable brows, 


And each ferocious feature grim with 002e. 330 


| REMARKS. 
Seen him, uncumber'd by the Venal Tribe. 
Smile 2vithout Art, and win without a Bribe, 8 
Ver. 315. Arnall; William ArNALt, bred an 
Attorney, was a perfect Genius in this ſort of work. 
He began under twenty with furious Party- papers; then 
ſucceeded Concanen in the Britiſh Journal. At the 
firſt publication of the Dunciad, he prevailed on the 
Author not to give him his due place in it, by a 
letter profeſſing his deteſtation of ſuch practices as 
his predeceſſors. But ſince, by the moſt unexampled 
- inſolence, and perſonal abuſe of ſeveral great men, 
the . Poet's particular friends, he moſt amply deſerv- 
ed a niche in the Temple of Infamy : Witneſs a 
paper, called the Free Briton, a Dedication intitul- 
ed To the Genuine. Blunderer, 1732, and many 0+ 
thers. He writ for hire, and valued himſelf upon it ; 


not indeed without cauſe, it appearing by the afore- 


ſaid Rx rox r, that he received “ for Free Britons, and 


* 
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Greater he looks, and more than mortal ſtares : 

Then thus the wonders of the deep declares.. 
Firſt he relates, how ſinking to the chin, 

Smit with his mein, the Mud-nymphs ſuck'd him in : 

How young Lutetia, ſofter than the down, 335 

Nigrina black, and Merdamante brown, 

Vy'd for his love in jetty: bow'rs below, 

As Hylas fair was raviſh'd long ago. 

Then ſung, how ſhown him by the Nut-havwnackide 


A branch of Styx here riſes from the Shades, 340 


REMARKS. 


„other writings, in the ſpace of four years, no leſs 
it * than ten thouſand nine hundred and ninety-ſeven pounds, 
x /pillings, and eight pence, out of the 'Treaſury.” 
ER. 338. 4 Hylas fair] Who was raviſhed by the 
| water - nymphs and drawn into the river. The ſtory is 
told at large by Valerius F laccus, lib. 3. 2 See 
Virgil, Ecl. vi. 
VI. 340. A branch of Styx, &c.] 
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 IM1TATIONS. 


Ver. Greater he looks, and more than rel om ] 
Virg. En. vi. of the Sibyl: 


majorque wvideri, | 


Nec mortale a — 
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That tinctur d as it runs with Lethe's ſtreams, 
And wafting Vapours from the Land of dreams, 
(As under ſeas Alphæus' ſecret ſluice 

Bears Piſa's off rings to his Arethuſe) 
Pours into Thames: and hence the mingled wave 
Intoxicates the Pert, and lulls the Grave: 346 
Here briſker vapours o'er the Temple creep, 
There all from Paul's to Aldgate drink and fleep. 
'Thence to the banks where Bards departed doze 
They led him ſoft ; each rev'rend bard aroſe ; 350 


REMARKS. 


Oer ye dns Ervyls ddr iow amopees. 
| Homer, II. ii. Catal. 
Of the land of Dreams in the ſame region, he makes 
mention, Odyſſ. xxiv. See alſo Lucian's True Hiſtory. 
Lethe and the Land of Dreams allegorically repreſent 
the Stupefaction and wifionary Madne/s of Poets, equally 
dull and extravagant. Of Alphzus's waters gliding ſe- 
cretly under the ſea of Piſa, to mix with thoſe of Are- 
thuſe in Sicily, ſee Moſchus, Idyl. viii. Virg. Ecl. x. 
Sic tibi, cum fluctus ſubter labere Sicancs, 
Doris amara ſuam non intermiſceat undam. 
And again, En. z. | N 
— Ahpheum, fama eſt, ut Elidis amnem 
Occultas egifſe vias, ſubter mare, qui nunc 
Ore, Arethuſa, tuo, Siculis confunditur andis. 


VIE. 351. Au, Milbourn] Luke Milbourn a Clergy- 
man, the faireſt of Critics; who when he wrote - againſt 
_ Mr, Dryden's Virgil, did him juſtice in printing at the 
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And Milbourn chief, deputed by the reſt, 

Gave him the caſſock, ſurcingle, and veſt. 
«Receive (he ſaid) theſe robes which once were mine, 
e Dulneſs is ſacred in a ſound divine.” 

He ceas'd, and ſpread the robe; the crowd confeſs 
The rey rend Flamen in his lengthen'd dreſs. 356 
Around him wide a fable Army ſtand, 

A low-born, cell-bred, ſelfiſh, ſervile band, 
Prompt or to guard or ſtab, to faint or damn, 
Heav'n's Swiſs, who fight for any God, or man. 360 
Thro' Lud's fam'd gates, along the well-known 
Rolls the black troop, and overſhades the ſtreet, l Fleet 


REMARKS. 


ſame time his own tranſlations of him, which were in 
tolerable. His manner of writing has a great reſem- 
blance with that of the Gentlemen of the Dunciad a- 
inſt our author, as will be ſeen in the Parallel of Mr. 
Dry den and him. Append. 
Tas 361. Lud's fam'd Gates,] © King Lud repairing 
* the City, called it, after his own name, Lud's Town; 


IMITATIONS. 


Von 349. Thence to the banks, Se. 
Tum canit errantem Permeſſi ad flumina Gallen, 


Utque wiro Phebi chorus aſſurrexerit omnis; 
Ut Linus hæc illi divino carmine paſtor, 
Floribus atque apio crines ornatus amaro, 


* Dixerit, Hos tibi dant calamos, en accipe, Mujer, 
ee. your ante ' 77 — &c. 
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Till ſhow'rs of Sermons, Characters, Eſſays, 
In circling fleeces whiten all the ways: 
do clouds repleniſh'd from ſome bog below, 365 
Mount in dark volumes, and deſcend in ſnow. 

Here ſtopt the Goddeſs; and in pomp proclaims 
A gentler exerciſe to cloſe the games. 

« Ye Critics! in whoſe heads, as equal ſcales, 

<< I weigh what author's heavineſs prevails; 370 
© Which moſt conduce to ſooth the foul in ſlumbers, 
« My H-ley's periods, or my Blackmore's numbers; 
< Attend the trial we propoſe to make : | 
<< If there be man, who o'er ſuch works can wake, 
_ © Sleep's all-ſubduing charms who dares defy, 375 
* And boaſts Ulyſſes' ear with Argus eye; 
To him we grant our ampleſt pow'rs to ſit 
Judge of all preſent, paſt, and future wit; 


REMARKS. 


"< the ſtrong which he- built in the weſt part he 
*< likewiſe, his own honour, named Ludgate. In 
* the year 1260. this gate was beautified with images 
of Lud and other Kings. Thoſe images in the reign 
* of Edward VI. had their heads ſmitten off, and were 
<< otherwiſe defaced by unadviſed folks. Queen Mary 
% did ſet new heads upon their old bodies again. The 
% 28th of Queen Elizabeth the ſame gate was clean 
taken down, and newly and beautifully builded, with 
' © jmages of Lud and others, as aſore“ Stoab's Survey 
of London. . 

Ve. 376. See Hom, Odyſſ. xii. Ovid, Met. i. 


— 
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© To cavil, cenſure, dictate, right or wrong, 
e Full and eternal privilege of tongue.” 380 
Three College Sophs, and three pert Templars came, 
The fame their talents, and their taſtes the ſame ; 
Each prompt to query, anſwer, and debate, 
And ſmit with love of Poeſy and Prate. 
 Thepond'rous books two gentle readers bring; 385 
The heroes ſit, the vulgar form a ring; 
The clam'rous crowd is huſh'd with mugs of Mum, 
Till all tun'd equal, fend a gen'ral hum. 
Then mount the Clerks, and in one lazy tone 


Thro' the long, heavy, painful page drawl on; 390 
ReMARKS. 


VIX. 390. Thro the long, heavy, painful page, &c.] ] 
All theſe lines very well imitate the nw drovatteh with 


which they proceed. It is impoſlible OG one, 


| IniTATIONS, 
. 382, 383. The ſame their talnte;—Each prompt, 


by florentes etatibus, Arcades ambe, 
Et certare pares, & reſpondere parati. 
Virg. Ecl. vi. 
Vs. 284. And ſinit with love of Poetry and. Prate,] 


Smit with the love of ſacred ſong —= Milton. 
Vs. 386. The heroes fit, the wulgar form a ring ;] 


s, & 
. Conſedere duce e den Met en 
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Soft creeping,: words on words, the ſenſe compoſe; 
At ev'ry line they ſtretch, they yawn, they doze. 
As to ſoft gales top-heavy pines bow low 
Their heads, and lift them as they ceaſe to blow; 
Thus oft they rear, and oft the head decline, 395 
As breathe, or pauſe, by fits, the airs divine: 
And now to this ſide, now. to that they nod, 

As verſe, or proſe, infuſe the drowzy God. 
Thrice Budgel aim'd to ſpeak, but thrice ſuppreſt 
Buy potent Arthur, knock'd his chin and breaſt, 400 
Toland and Tindal, prompt at prieſts to jeer, 
Yet ſilent bow'd to Chriſt's No kingdom here. 


REMARKS, 


* who has a poetical ear, to read them without perceiv- 
* ing the heavineſs that lags in the verſe; to imitate the 
% action it deſcribes. The ſimile of the Pines is very 
« juſt and well adapted to the ſubje& ;” ſays an Enemy, 
in his Eſſay on the Dunciad, p. 21. 5 
VER. 399. Thrice Buagel aim d to ſpeal,] Famous for 
His ſpeeches on many occaſions about the South Sea 
ſcheme, c. He is a very ingenious gentleman, and 
«© hath written ſome excellent epilogues to plays, and 
« one ſmall piece on love, which is very pretty.“ Ja- 
cob, Lives of Poets, vol. ii. p. 289. But this gentleman 
fince made himſelf much more eminent, and per- 
ſonally well-known to the greateſt Stateſmen of all par- 
ties, as well as to all the Courts of Law in this nation. 
= K. 401 nee and Tindal)] Two perſons, not fo 
ppy as to be obſcure, who writ againſt the Religion 
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Who fate the neareſt, by the words o'ercome, 
Slept firſt ; the diſtant nodded to the hum. lies 
Then down are roll'd the books; ftretch'd o'er'em 
Each gentle clerk, and mutt'ring ſeals his eyes. 406 
As what a Dutchman plumps into the lakes, 
One circle firſt, and then a ſecond makes ; 

What Dulneſs dropt among her ſons impreſt 

Like motion, from one circle to the reſt; 410 


REMARKS. FLY 
VIꝝE. 402. Chrift's No kingdom, &c.] This is faid by 
Carl, Key to Dunc. to allude to a ſermon of a reveren 
Biſhop. : | | 

VER. 407. As what a Dutchman, c.] It is a com- 
mon and fooliſh miſtake, that a ludicrous parody of a 
grave and celebrated paſſage is a ridicule of that paſſage. 
'The reader therefore, if he will, may call this a paro- 
dy of the author's own Similitude in the Eſſay on Man, 

Ep. iv. 1 354- ; ; 
As the ſmall pebble, &c. | | 
but will any body therefore ſuſpe& the one to be a ridi- 
cule of the other ? A ridicule indeed there is in every par- 
ody; but when the image is transferred from one ſubject 
to another, and the ſubject is not a poem burleſqued, 
(nn Scriblerus hopes the reader will diſtinguiſh from a 

rleſque poem ) there the ridicule falls not on the thing 
imitated, but imitating. Thus, for inſtance, when 

Old Edward's armour beams on Cibber's breaſt, 
it is, without doubt, an object ridiculous enough. But 
I think it falls neither on old king Edward, nor his ar- 
mour, but on his armour-bearer only. Let this be ſaid 
to explain our Author's - Parodies (a figure that has al- 
ways a good effect in a mock epic poem) either from 
prophane or ſacred writers, | Sake & | 
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So from the mid-moſt the nutation ſpreads 

Round and more round, o'er all the ſea of heads. 
At laſt Centlivre felt her voice to fail, | 
Motteux himſelf unfiniſh'd left his tale, 

Boyer the State, and Law the Stage gave o'er, 415 
Morgan and Mandevil could prate no more ; 


REMARKS- 


VIX. 413. Centlivre] Mrs. Suſanna Centlivre, wife 
to Mr. Centlivre, Yeoman of the Mouth to his Majeſty. 
She writ many Plays, and a Song (ſays Mr. Jacob, vol. i. 
8. 32.) before ſne was ſeven years old. She alſo writ a 
illad againſt Mr. Pope's Homer, before he begun it. 
Ver. 415. Boyer the State, and Law the Stage gave 
er,] A. Boyer, a voluminous compiler of Annals, Po- 
litical Collections, c. — William Law: A. M. wrote 
With great zeal againſt the Stage; Mr. Dennis anſwer- 
ed with as great: Their books were printed in 1726. 
Mr. Law affirmed, that The Play houſe is the temple 
of the Devil; the peculiar pleaſure of the Devil; 
„Where all they who go, yield to the Devil ; where all 
the laughter is a laughter among Devils; and that all 
Who are there, are hearing Mufic in the very Porch 
of Hell” To which Mr. Dennis replied, that 
There is every jot as much difference between a true 
„Play, and one made by a Poetaſter, as between tere 
f 1 ' 


N 'IMITATIONS, 


Vzx. 412. Oer all the fea of heads.) 


A wwaving ſea of beads aba round me ſpread, 
And flill freſh fireams the gazing deluge fed. 
BY - 8 Blackm. ob. 
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Norton from · Daniel and Oftroea- ſprung, FT 
Bless d with his father's front, and mother's tongue; 


* 


REMARKS: 


ce religious books; the Bible and the Alcoran. Then he 
demonſtrates, that ** All thoſe who had written againft 
* the Stage were Facobites and Non. jurors; and did it 
< always at a time when ſomething was to be done for 
©« the Pretender. Mr. Collier publiſhed his Short View 
when France declared for the Chevalier; and his Dis- 
* ſuaſive, juſt at the great form, when the devaſtation. 
* which that hurricane wrought, had amazed and a- 
© ſtoniſhed the minds of men, and made them obnoxi- 
** ous to melancholy and deſponding thoughts. Mr. 
Law took the opportunity to attack the Stage upon 
** the great preparations he heard were making abroad, 
* and which the Facobites flattered themſelves were de- 
* ſigned in their favour. And as for Mr. Bedford's 
Serious remonſtrance, though I know nothing of the 
time of publiſhing it, yet I dare to lay odds it was 
either upon the duke d'Aumont's being at Somerſet- 
© houſe, or upon the late Rebellion.” Dennis, Stage 
defended againſt Mr. Law, p. ult. ALD. 1 

Ver. 416. Morgan] A writer againſt Religion, diſtin- 
guiſhed no otherwiſe from the rabble of his tribe than by 

the pompouſneſs of his Title; for having ſtolen his Mora · 
lity from Tindal, and his Philoſophy from Spinoza, he 
calls himſelf by theCourteſy of England a Mora/Philoſopher. 

Ibid. Mandevil] This writer, who prided himſelf as 
much 1n the reputation of an l hiloſopher, was 
author of a famous book called the Fable of the Bees; which 
may ſeem written to prove, that Moral Virtue is the inven- 
tion of knaves, and Chriſtian Virtue the impoſition of fools; 
and that Vice is neceſſary, and alone ſufficient to ren 
der Society flouriſhing and happy. I 2 


a * 
1 EEE oO "0" 


116 The Dunci1av. Book II. 

Hung filent down his never-bluſhing head; 

And all was huſh'd, as Folly's ſelf lay dead. 420 
Thus the ſoft gifts of Sleep conclude the day, 

And ſtretch'd on bulks, as uſual, Poets lay. 

Why ſhould J ſing what bards the nightly Muſe 

Did flumb'ring viſit, and convey to ſtews ; 

Who prouder march'd, with magiſtrates in ſtate, 

To ſome fam'd round-houſe, ever open gate; 426 

How Henley lay inſpir'd beſide a ſink, 

And to mere mortals feem'd a Prieſt in drink ; 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 417. Norton) Norton De Foe, offspring of 
the famous- Daniel. Fortes creantur fortibus. One of the 
authors of the Flying Poſt, in which well-bred work Mr. 
P. had ſometime the honour to be abuſed with his bet- 
ters; and of many hired ſcurrilities and daily papers, 
to which he never ſet his name. | 
VER. 428. And to mere mortals ſeem'd a Prieſt in drink;] 
This line preſents us with an excellent moral, that we 
are never to paſs judgment merely by appearances ; a 
leſſon to all men who may happen to ſee a reverend 
Perſon in the like ſituation, not to determine too raſhly : | 
fince not only the Poets frequently deſcribe a Bard in- 
ſpired in this poſture, 2 | 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 420. And all was huſt'd, as Folly's felf lay dead] 
Alludes to Dryden's verſe in the Indian Emperor ; 


All things are hub d, as Nature's ſelf lay dead. 
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While others, timely, to the neighb'ring Fleet 
(Haunt of the Muſes) made their ſafe retreat. 430 


| REMARKS. 

(n Cam's fair bank, where Chaucer lay inſpir'd, 

and the like) but an eminent Caſuiſt tells us, that ** if 
A Prieſt be ſeen in any indecent action, we ought to 
account it a deception of ſight, or illuſion of the De- 
“ vil, who ſometimes takes upon him the ſhape of holy 
“ men on purpoſe to cauſe ſcandal.” SCRIBL. 
Ve. 429. Fleet] A priſon for inſolvent Debtors on 
the bank of the Ditch. | | 


| The End of the SECOND Book. 
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ARGUMENT to Book the 'TnrRD, 


AFTER the other perſons are diſpoſed in their 
Proper places of reſt, the Goddeſs tranſports the 
King to her Temple, and there lays him to ſlumber 
© with his bead on her lap; a poſition of marvellous 
* virtue, which caufes all the viſions of wild enthuſi- 
©. ofts, projettors, politicians, inamoratas, caſtle-build- 
ers, chemiſts, and poets. He 1s immediately carri- 

ed on the wings of Fancy, and led by a mad Po- 
etical Sibyl, to the Elyſian ſhade ; where, on the 
banks of Lethe, the ſouls of the dull are dipped by 
Bavius, before their entrance into this world. 
There he is met by the ghoſt of Settle, and by hin 
made acquainted with the wonders of the place, 
and with thoſe which he himſelf is deflined to per- 
form. He takes him to a Mount of Viſion, from: 
whence he ſhews him the paſt triumphs of the Em. 
pire of Dulneſs, then the preſent, and laſtly the fu- 
ture : how ſmall a part of the world was ever 
conquered by Science, how ſoon thoſe conqueſts were 
Neopped, and thoſe very nations again reduced to her 
dominion. Then diſtinguiſhing the Iſland of Great- 
Britain, ſhews by what aids, by what perſons, and 

by what degrees. it ſhall be brought to her Empire. 
Some of the perſons he cauſes to paſs in review 
before his eyes, deſcribing each by his proper figure, 

i character, and qualifications, On a ſudden the 


Scene ſhifts, and a vaſt number of Miracles and 
prodigies appear, utterly ſurpriſing and unknawn.to 
the King himſelf, till they are explained to be the 
wonders gf his own reign now commencing, On 
this ſubject Settle breaks into, a congratulation, yet 
not unmixed with concern, that his own times were 
But the types of theſe. He propheſies how firſt the 
nation ſhall be ouer- run with-Farces, Operas, and 
Shows, and the throne of Dulneſs advanced over 
the Theatres; then how her Sons ſhall preſide in 
the ſeats of Arts and Sciences ; giving a glimpſe, 
or Piſgah-ſight of the future Pulneſ of her Glo- 
ry, the accompliſhment whereof is the ſubject f the 

Javrts and uf book, 


DUNCIAD. 


„ . 


Book the THIRD, 


— 


— 


UT in her Temple's laſt receſs inclos'd, 

On Dulnefſs' lap th Anointed head repos'd. 
Him cloſe ſhe curtain'd round with Vapours blue, 
And ſoft beſprinkled with Cimmerian dew. 
Then raptures high the ſeat of ſenſe o'erflow, 5 
Which only heads refin'd from reaſon know, 


REMARKS, 


VER. 5, 6, &c. Hereby is intimated. 1 the follow - 

ing Viſion is no more than the chimera of the dreamer's 
brain, and not a real or intended ſatyr on the preſent 
Age, doubtleſs more learned, more enlightened, and 
more abounding with great Genius's in Divinity, Poli- 

tics, and whatever arts and ſciences, than all the preced- 


ing. For fear of any ſuch miſtake of our Poet's honeſt 


* 


5 
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Hence, from the ſtraw where Bedlam's Prophet nods, 
He hears loud Oracles, and talks with Gods: 
Hence the Fool's Paradiſe, the Stateſman's Scheme, 
The air-built Caſtle, and the golden Dream, 10 
The Maid's romantic wiſh, the Chemiſt's flame, 
And Poet's viſion of eternal Fame. 

And now on Fancy's eaſy wing convey'd, 
The King deſcending, views th*Elyſian Shade. 
A ſlip-ſhod Sibyl led his ſteps along, © 15 
In lofty madneſs meditating ſong ; | 


REMARKS. 


meaning, he hath again at the end of the Viſion repeat- 
ed this monition, ſaying that it all paſt through the /vory. 
gate, which (according to the Ancients) denoteth Fal- 

t | 


Vs K. 15. A /lip-/ood Silyl] This allegory is extremely 
juſt, no conformation of the mind ſo much ſubjecting 
it to real Madneſi, as that which produces real Dulneſs. 
Hence we find the religious (as well as the poetical) 
Enthuſiaſts of all ages were ever, in their natural ſtate, 
moſt heavy and lumpiſh ; but on the leaſt application of 
beat they run like lead, which of all metals falls quick- 
eſt into fuſion, Whereas fire in a Genius is truly Prome- 


IMITATIONS. 
VER. 7, 8. ; 
Hence from the ſtraau where Bedlam's Prophet nods, 
He hears luud Oracles, and talks with Gods :] 


Et warias audit woces, fruiturgue deorum 


Colloguio Virg. En. vii. 
| 3 


MY if 


= 


IR 29, erer 
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Her treſſes ſtaring from Poetic dreams, 

And never waſh d but in Caſtalia's ſtreams. 
Taylor, their better Charon, lends an Oar, 
{Once ſwan of Thames, tho now he ſings no more.) 
Benlowes, propitious ſtill to blockheads, bows; 21 
And Shadwell nods the Poppy on his brows. 


REMARKS. 


thean, it hurts not its conſtituent parts, but only fits it, 
as it does well tempered ſteel, for the neceſſary impreſ- 
ons of art. But the common people have been taught, 
{I do not know on what foundation) to regard Lunacy 
as a mark of Wit, juſt as the Turks and our modern Me- 
thadiſts do of Holineſs. - But if the cauſe of Madneſs aſ- 
fgned by a great Philoſopher be true, it will unavoid- 
ably fall upon the dunces. He ſuppoſes it to be the del. 
ting over long on one object, or idea: Now as this attention 
is occaſioned either by Grief or Study, it will be fix- 
ed by Dulneſs; which hath not quickneſs enough to 
comprehend what it ſeeks, nor force and vigour enough 
to divert the imagination from the object it laments. 
Ver. 19. Tayhhr] John Taylor the Water- poet, an 
honeſt man, who owns he learned not ſo much as the 
Accidence: A rare example of modeſty in a Poet! 
# muſt confeſs I do want eloquence, 
And never ſcarce did learn my Accidence ; 
For having got from poſſum 70 poſſet, 
1 there wwas gravel' d, could no farther get. 
He wrote fourſcore books in the reign of James I. and 
Charles I. and afterwards {like Edward Ward) kept an 
Alehouſe, in Long-Acre. He died in 1654, 
VER. 21. Benlowes,] A country gentleman, famous 
for his own bad Poetry, and for patronizing bad Poets, 


— 
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Here, in a duſky vale where Lethe rolls 
Old Bavius fits, to dip poetic fouls, 


| REMARKS. 
as may be fron from many Dedications of Quack wil 


others to him. Some of theſe anagram'd his name, Ben- 
| howes into Benewolus, to verify which he ſpent his 
Whole eſtate upon them. 
, Ver. 22. And Shadwell nods the Poppy, 2 Shad- 
well took Opium for many years, and died of too large 
a doſe, in the year 1692. 

Ves. 24. 0% Bavins fits,] Bavius was an ancient 
Poet, celebrated by Virgil for the like cauſe as Bays by 
dur author, though not in ſo chriſtian-like a manner: 
For heatheniſhly it is declared by Virgil of Bavius, that 
he ought to be hated and deteſted for his evil works; Qui 
Bawvium non odit; whereas we have often had occaſion to 
obſerve our Poet's great Good nature and Mercifulneſt 
thro? the whole courſe of this Poem. | 

Mr. Dennis warmly contends, that Bavius was no in- 


IMITATION 8. 
VR. 23. Here in a duſty wale, &c.] 
— Vat AEneas in valle redutta 
Secluſum nemus | 


Letheumque demos placidas, qu ; pronatat amnem, & C. 
Hunc tircum innumeræ gentes, Sc. Virg. En. vi. 


Ver. 24. Old Bawius fits, to dip poetic fouls.) Allud- 
ing to the ſtory of Thetis dipping Achilles to render him 
et ag. 


At pater Anchiſes penitus . virenti 


Incluſas animas, ſuperumque ad lumen ituras, 
Tuſtrabat Virg. An. vi. 


% 
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And blunt the ſenſe, and fit it for a ſkull 25 
Of folid proof, impenetrably dull: 

Inftant when dipt, away they wing their flight, 
Where Brown and Mears unbar the gates of Light, 
Demand new bodies, and in Calf*s array, | 
Ruſh to the world, impatient for the day. 30 
Millions and millions on theſe banks he views, 

Thick as the ſtars of night, or morning dews, 


REMARKS. 


confiderable author ; nay, that He and Mzvius had 
«* (even in Auguſtus's days) a very formidable party at 
* Rome, who thought them much ſuperior to Virgil 
* and Horace: For (faith he) I cannot believe oy 
„ would have fixed that eternal brand upon them, if 
« they had not been coxcombs in more an ordinary 
« credit.” Rem. on Pr. Arthur, part ii. c. 1. An ar- 
gument which, if this poem ſhould laſt, will conduce 
to the honour of the gentlemen of the Dunciad. 

VER. 28. Brown and Mears] Book ſellers, printers 
for any body. — The allegory of the ſouls of the dull 
n forth in the form of books, dreſſed in calf 's lea- 


Tm: tri 


- Vil. od. Uplas che s of Lioht,] Milton. 
VER, 31, 32. Millions and millions — Thick as the 
flars, &c.) 
Duam multa in fylvis 2 frigore primo 
Lapſa cadunt folia, aut ad terram gurgite ab alto 


aol multe ghmerantur aves, &c. | 
Virg. An. vi. 
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As thick as bees o'er vernal bloſſoms fly, | 
As thick as eggs at Ward in Pillory. _ 34 
Wond'ring he gaz d: When lo! a Sage appears, 
By his broad ſhoulders known, and length of ears, 


REMARKS. 


ther, and being let abroad in vaſt numbers by Book(el- 
lers, is ſufficiently intelligible. _ 

VER. 34. Ward in Pillory.] John Ward of Hackney 
Eſq; Member of Parliament, being convicted of forgery, 
was firſt expelled the Houſe, and then ſentenced to the 
Pillory on the 17th of February 1727. Mr. Curl (hav- 
ing likewiſe ſtood there) looks upon the mention of ſuch 
a Gentleman in a ſatyr, as a great ad of barbarity. Key 
to the Dunc. 3d edit. p. 16. And another author rea- 
ſons thus upon it, Durgen. 8vo. p. 11, 12. © How 
** unworthy is it of Chriftian Charity to animate the 
* rabble to abuſe a worthy man in ſuch a ſituation ? 
* what could move the Poet thus to mention a brawe 
* ſufferer, a gallant priſoner, expoſed to the view of all 
** mankind! It was laying aſide his Senſes, it was com- 
<* mitting a Crime, for which the Law is deficient not to 
*« puniſh him! nay, a Crime which Man can ſcarce for- 
" give, or Time efface! Nothing ſurely could have in- 
% duced him to it but being bribed by a great Lady,” 
(to whom this brave, honeſt, worthy Gentleman was guilty 
of no offence but forgery, proved in open Court.) But 
it is evident this verſe could not be meant of bim; it be- 
ing notorious, that no Eggs were thrown at that Gentle - 
man: Perhaps therefore it might be intended of Mr. Ed- 
ward Ward the Poet. | 

Ver. 36. And length of cars,] This is a ſophiſticated 
reading. I think I may venture to affirm all the Copy- 
iſts are miſtaken here: I believe I may ſay the ſame of 
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Known by the band and ſuit which Settle wore 
(His only ſuit) for twice three years before : 


REMARKS. 


the Critics; Dennis, Oldmixon, Welſted have paſſed it 
in ſilence: I have alſo tumbled at it, and wondered how 
an error ſo manifeſt could eſcape ſuch accurate perſons. 
I dare aſſert it proceeded originally from the inadvertency 
of ſome Tranſcriber, whole head run on the P/lory, 
mentioned two lines before; it is therefore amazing that 
Mr. Curl himſelf ſhould over- look it! Yet that Scholiaſ 
takes not the leaſt notice hereof. That the learned Miſt 
alſo read it thus, is plain from his ranging this paſſage 
among thoſe in which our author was blamed for perſonal 
Satyr on a Man's face 1 doubtleſs he might take 
the car to be a part;) ſo likewiſe Concanen, Ralph, 
the Flyirg Poſt, and all the herd of Commentators. — 
Tota armenta fequuntur. 

A very little ſagacity (which all theſe Gentlemen 
therefore wanted) will reſtore to us the true ſenſe of the 
Poet, thus, S'y 


By his broad ſhoulders known, and length of years. 


See how eaſy a change; of one ſingle letter! That Mr. 
| Settle was old, is moſt certain; but he was (happily) a 
ranger to the Pillory. This note partly Mr. THRO- 
RAL p, partly SCRIBL. 

VER. 37. Settle] Elkanah Settle was once a Writer 
in vogue, as well as Cibber, both for Dramatic Poetry 

and Politics. Mr. Dennis tells us that he was a for- 
 ** midable rival to Mr. Dryden, and that in the Uni- 
<* verſity of Cambridge there were thoſe who gave him 
*« the preference.” Mr; Welſted goes yet farther in his 
behalf: Poor Settle was formerly the Mighty rival 
* of Dryden; nay, for mam years, bore his reputation 


4 


T 
* 
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All as the veſt, appear'd the wearer's frame, 

Old in new ſtate,” another yet the ſame. 40 
Bland and familiar, as in life, begun 

Thus the great Father to the greater Son. 
Oh born to ſee what none can ſee awake! 
Behold the wonders of th'oblivious Lake. 

Thou, yet unborn, haſt touch'd this facred ſhore; 
'The hand of Bavius drench'd thee o'er and o'er. 46 
But blind to former, as to future fate, 

What mortal knows his pre-exiſtent ſtate ? 

Who knows how long thy tranſmigrating foul 
Might from Bœotian to Bœotian roll? 50 


REMARKS. 


* above him.” Pref. to his Poems, 8yo.- p. 31. And 
Mr Milbourn cried out How little was Dryden able, 
* even when. his blood run high, to defend himſelf a- 
„ gainſt Mr. Settle!” Notes on Dryd. Virg. p. 175. 
Theſe are comfortable opinions! and no wonder ſome 
authors indulge them. | 
He was author or publiſher of many noted pamphlets 
in the time of king Charles II. He anſwered all Dry- 
den's political poems; and being cried up on one fide, 
ſucceeded not a little in his Tragedy of the Empreſs of 
Morocco (the firſt that was ever printed with Cuts.) 
Upon this he grew inſolent, the Wits writ againſt his 
«© Play, he replied, and the Town judged he had the 
better. In ſhort, Settle was then thought a very for- 
% midable rival to Mr. Dryden; and not only the 85 
«© but the Univerſity of Cambridge was divided which 
to prefer; and in both places the younger ſort inclin- 


«© ed to Elkanah.” Dsxx1s Pref, to Rem. on Hom. 
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How many Dutchmen ſhe vouchſaf d to thrid ? 
- How many ſtages thro' old Monks ſhe rid? 
And all who ſince, in mild benighted days, 
Mix the Owl's ivy with the Poet's bays. 
As man's Mzanders to the vital ſpring 55 
Roll all their tides, then back their circles bring; 
Or whirligigs, twirl'd round by ſkilful ſwain, 
| Suek the thread in, then yield it out again: 
All nonſenſe thus, of old or modern date, 
Shall in thee centre, from thee circulate. 60 
For this, our Queen unfolds to viſion true by, 
Thy mental eye, for thou haſt much to view: 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 50. Might from Bœotian, c. Beeotia lay un- 
der the ridicule of the Wits formerly, as Ireland does 
now : 


Bæotum * jurares aere natum. Horat. 


| IVuITATIONS. 
| VER. Mix'd the Oaul's ivy with the Poet's bays,] 
ne tempora circum 
Inter vietrices hederam tibi ſerpere lauros. 
| 6 Virg. Ecl. viii. 
Ver. 61, 62. 


1 | 5 For this, our Queen unfolds to viſſan true 

Thy mental eye, for thou haft much to view :] 
This has a reſemblance to that * in Milton, book 
xi. where the Angel 


2 * nobler frahts from Adam s eye remou'd 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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Old ſcenes of glory, times long caſt behind 
Shall, firſt recall'd, ruſh forward to thy mind: 
Then ſtretch thy ſight o'er all her riſing reign, 6 5 
And let the paſt and future fire thy brain. 
Aſcend this hill, whoſe cloudy point commands 
Her boundleſs empire over ſeas and lands. 
See round the Poles where keener ſpangles ſhine, 
Where ſpices ſmoke beneath the burning Line, 79 | 
(Earth' s wide extremes) her fable flag difplay'd, 
And all the, nations cover'd in her ſhade! 


REMARKS. 


VIX. gat Aſcend this hill, Se The ſcenes of «ih 
viſion are remarkable for the order of their appearance: 
Firſt from V 67. to 73. thoſe places of the globe are 
ſhewn where Science newer roſe ; than from y 73. to 83. 
thoſe where ſhe was deſtroyed. by Tranny ; from y By: 
to 95. by inundationsof Barbarians; from Þ 96. to't 
by Superſtition. Then Rome, the Miſtreſs of Arts, de- 
{cribed in her degeneracy; and laſtly Britain, the ſcene 
of the action of the poem; which farniſhes the occaſion 
of drawing out the Progeny of Dulneſs in review. 

VII. 69. See round the Potes, &c.) Almoſt the whole 
Southern and Northern Continent . in ignorance. 


IMI TATIORB. 


The film ; then | ure'd with Eupbraſie and Ru⸗ 
nl} bs jt For he had much to ſee. | 


There is a _ alluſion in what follows © that whole 
Epiſode, 5h 


130 The Dunci1ap. Book III. 
Far eaſtward caſt thine eye, from whence the Sun 
And orient Science firſt their courſe begun : 
One god-like monarch all that pride confounds, 75 
He, whoſe long wall the wand” ring Tartar bounds ; 
Heav*ns! what a pile ! whole ages periſh there, 
And one bright blaze turns Learning into air. 
Thence to the ſouth extend thy gladden'd eyes; 
There rival flames with equal glory riſe, 80 
From ſhelves to ſhelves ſee greedy Vulcan roll, 
And lick up all their Phyſic of the Soul. 
How little, mark ! that portion of the ball, 
Where, faint at beſt, the beams of Science fall : 
Soon as they dawn, from Hyperborean ſkies 85 
Embody'd dark, what clouds of Vandals riſe ! 
Lo! where Mzotis ſleeps, and hardly flows 
The freezing Tanais thro a waſte of ſnows, 
The North by myriads pours her mighty ſons, 
Great nurſe of Goths, of Alans, and of Huns! go 


REMARKS. 


Vex. 73. Our author favours the opinion that all Sci- 
ences came from the Eaſtern nations. 

VER. 75. Chi Ho-am-ti Emperor of China, the ſame 
who built the great wall between China and Tartary, 
deſtroyed all the books and learned men of that empire. 

| Vx. 81, 82. The Caliph, Omar I. having conquer- 
ed Zpgypt, cauſed his General to burn the Ptolemzan 
library, on the gates of which was this inſcription, Me- 
dicina Anime, the Phyſic of the Soul. | 


* 
% 
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See Alaric's ſtern port! the martial frame 

Of Genferic! and Attila's dread name 

See the bold Oſtrogoths on Latium fall; 

See the fierce Viſigoths on Spain and Gaul! 

See, where the morning gilds the palmy ſhore 95 

(The ſoil that arts, and infant letters bore) 

His conqu'ring tribes th' Arabian prophet draws, - 

And ſaving ignorance enthrones by Laws. 

See Chriſtians, Jews, one heavy ſabbath keep, 

And all the weſtern world believe and ſleep. 100 
Lo! Rome herſelf, proud miſtreſs now no more 

Of arts, but thund'ring againſt heathen lore z _ 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 96. ( The Soil that arts and infant letters bore ) ] 
| Phcenicia, Syria, c. where Letters are ſaid to have been 
invented. In theſe countries Mahomet began his con- 
1 VI R. 102. Thund'ring againſt heathen bore ;] A ſtrong 
inſtance of this pious rage is placed to Pope Gregory 's 
account. John of Saliſbury gives a very odd encomium 
to this Pope, at the ſame time that he mentions one of 
the ſtrangeſt effects of this exceſs of zeal in him: Doctor 
ſanctiſſimus ille Gregorius, qui mellea prædicationis imbre 
totam rigavit & inebriavit ecclefiam, non mode Matheſin 
Juſſit a} aula ; ſed, ut traditur a majoribus, incendio de- 
dit probate lectionis ſcripta, Palatinus quecunque tenebat 
Apollo. And in another place: Fertur beatus Gregorias 
bibliothecam combuſſiſſe gentilem ; quo divine paginæ gra- 
tior efſet locus, & major authoritas, & —_— ſtudio 


ws 
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Her grey-hait'd Synods damning books unread, - - 
And Bacon trembling for his brazen head. 
| Padua, with ſighs, beholds her Livy burn, 05 
= - And ev'n th'Antipodes Vigilius mourn. - 
| See, the Cirque falls, th'unpillar'd Temple nods, 
Streets pav'd with heroes, Tyber choak d with Gods: 
Till Peter's keys ſome chriſtned Jove adorn, 
r Ares e i UP 10 


REMAREK S. 


fur. Deſiderius archbiſhop | 7 — Vienia was ſharply re- 

proved by him for teaching Grammar and Literature, 

and explaining the Poets; uſe (ſays this Pope) In 
uno ſe ore cum Fovis laudibus Chriſti laudes non capiunt : 

Et quam grave nefandumgue fit Epiſcopis canere quod nec 

| Laico religioſo conveniat, ipſe con 7 2 He is ſaid, a- 

mong the reſt, to have burned Livy; Qaia in 1777 8 
. onibus & ſecris Romanorum perpetuo verſatur. 

Pope is accuſed by Voſſius, and others, of having cauſed 
the noble monuments of the old Roman magnificence to 
be deſtroyed, leſt thoſe who came to Rome ſhould give 
more attention to Triumphal Arches, Ce. chan to 
holy things. Bayle, Dict. 

. Ver. 109. "Il Pater? s keys ſome rike Fove adorn,] 
After the Government of Rome devolved. to the Popes, 
their zeal was for ſome time exerted in demoliſhing the 
. heathen Temples and Statues, jo hat the Goths ſcarce 
deſtroyed more. monuments of Antiquity. out of rage, 
than theſe out of devotion. At length they ſpared ſome- 
of the Temples, by converting them to Churches ; and 
ſome of the Statues, by ying them into images of 

Saints. In much later times, it was thought neceſſary 

to _— the ſtatues of Apollo. and Pallas, on the tomb- 


* 
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See graceleſs Venus to a Virgin turn d, 47 
Or Phidias broken, and Apelles burn d. 4 
Behold yon? Ille, by Palmers, Pilgrims trod, 
Men bearded, bald, cowl'd, uncowl'd, ſhod, unſhod, | 
Peel'd, patch'd, and pyebald, r 
Grave Mummers ſleeveleſs ſome, and ſhirtleſs others. 
That once was Britain — Happy ! had ſhe ſeen 
No fiercer ſons, had Eaſter never been. 
In peace, great Goddeſs, ever be ador d; 
How keen the war, if Dulneſs draw the fword! * 120 
Thus viſit not thy own ! on this bleſt ae: -; 
Oh ſpread thy Influence, but reftrain thy Rage. 
And ſee, my fon! the hour is on its way, © 
That lifts our Goddeſs to imperial ſway ; 
This fav'rite Ile, long ſever d from her reign, 125 
Dove- like, ſhe gathers to her wings again. 


REMARKS. 


of Sannazarius, into David and Judith; the Lyre eaſily 
became a Harp, and the Gorgon's head turned to that 
of Holofernes. 

Ver. 117, 118. Happy ! — had Baſter newer been ! ] 
Wars in England anciently, about the right time of cele- 
—_ Eaſter. | 
IMITATIONS. wy 


Vak. 117, 118. n! — had Laie never ——_ 5 
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Now look thro? Fate! behold the ſcene ſhe draws! 
What aids, what armies to aſſert her cauſe ! 

See all her progeny, illuſtrious ſight ! 

Behold, and count them, as they riſe to light. 130 
As Berecynthia, while her offspring vye 

In homage to the Mother of the ſky, 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 126. Dowe- lite, e gathers) This is fulfilled in 
the fourth book. | 

Ver. 128. What aide, what armies, to aſſert her 
cauſe! ] i. e. Of Poets, Antiquaries, Critics, Divines, 
Free-thinkers. But as this Revolution is only here ſet 
on foot by the firſt of theſe Claſſes, the Poets, they only 
are here particularly celebrated, and they only properly 
fall. under the Care and Review of this Collegue of 
Dulneſs, the Laureate. The others who finiſh the great 
work, are reſerved for the fourth book, when the God- 
deſs herſelf appears in full Glory. | 


IMITATIONS. 


VER. 127, 129. Now ook thro Fate ! — See all her 
Progeny, Sc.] | | 
| Nanc age, Dardaniam prolem que deinde ſequatur 
Gloria, qui maneant Itala de gente nepotes, 
Hluftres animas, noſtrumgue in nomen ituras, | 
Expediam. 1 Virg. En. vi. 
VER. 131. 4s Berecynthia, &c.] 
Felix prole virũm, gualis Berecynthia mater 
Invehitur curru Phrygias turrita per urbes, 
Leta deũm partu, centum complexa nepates, 
 Omnes calicalas, omnes ſupera alta tenentes. 
3 Virg. An. vi 


* 


Book III. The Dunciayd. 1335 
Surveys around her, in the bleſt abode, 

An hundred ſons, and ev'ry ſon a God: 

Not with leſs glory mighty Dulneſs crown'd, 135 
Shall take thro* Grub-ſtreet her triumphant round; 
And her Parnaſſus glancing o'er at once 

Behold an hundred ſons, and each a Dunce. 

_ Mark firſt thatYouth who takes the foremoſt place, 
And thruſts his perſon full into your face. 140 
With all thy Father's virtues bleſt, be born 

And a new Cibber ſhall the ſtage adorn. 


A ſecond ſee, by meeker manners known, 
And modeſt as the maid that ſips alone; 


From the ſtrong fate of drams if thou get free, 145 


Another Durfey, Ward ! ſhall ſing in thee. 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver.139. Mark firft that Youth,. &c.] 
Ille vides, pura juvenis qui nititur haſta, 
Proxima forte tenet lucis loca — Virg. En. vi. 


VII. 141. With all thy father's virtues bleft, be born ! | 

A manner of expreſſion uſed by Virgil, Eel. viii. 
Naſeere ! prægue diem veniens, age, Lucifer — 
As alſo that of patriis virtutibus, Ecl. iv. 

It was very natural to ſhew to the Hero, before all 
others, his own Son, who had already begun to emulate 
him in his theatrical, poetical, and even political capa- 
cities. By the attitude in which he here preſents him- 
ſelf, the reader may be cautioned againſt aſeribing whol- 
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136 The Dux crap. Book HI. 
Thee ſhall each alehouſe, thee each gill-houſe mourn, 
And anſw' ring gin- hops ſowrer ſighs return. 
| Jacob, the ſcourge of Grammar, mark with awe, 
Nor leſs revere . blunderbuſs of Law. 150 


. 


Ven R. 149. „ Fink; the ſcourge of Grammar, mark with 
abe, This Gentleman is {on of a conſiderable 2770 
« of Romſey in Southamptonſhire, and bred to the 
* under a very eminent Attorney: Who, between 18 
© more laborious ſtudies, has diverted himſelf with Poetry. 
« He is a great admirer. of Poets and their' works, 
52 * which has occaſion'd him to try his genius that wa 

— He has writ in proſe the Lives of the Poets, 5 
or 13 and a great many Law - Books, The Accompliſb d 
% Conveyancer, Modern Fuſtice, &. GIL ES IAcos 
of himſelf, Lives of Poets, Vol. 1. He very groſsly, 
and unprovok'd, abuſed in that bank the Author's Friend, 
Mr. Gay. 6 


IMI TAT LONG. 


Ip to the Father the merit of the epithet Cibberian, which | 
15. equally to be underſtood with an eye to the ſon. - 
VER. 145. From the ſtrong fate of drams if thou, get 


Free, ] 
1 qua fata aſjera gan, 


Tu Marcellus eri! Virg. En. vi. 
Vers. 147. Thee hall each Ale-houſe, G. 


Te nemus Angitiz, vitrea te Fucinus unda, 


Te liquidi flevere lacus. V En. wi 


PN, again, Eel. x 
| Mam etiam law? „ illum flewere mice, Ce. 


Book. III. The Duncian. 137 
Lo P—le's brow, - tremendous to the town, . BP 
Horneck's fierce eye, and Roome's funereal Fro n. 


* 


REM ARK S. 


v. 149. Jacob, the ſcourgeof Grammar, mark with aue 
Ner leſs revere bim Blunderbuſs of Laa. 

There may ſeem ſome Error in theſe verſes, Mr. F acob 
having proved our Author to have a Ree? for him, by 
this undeniable Argument. He had once a Regard 
for my Judgment; otherwiſe he would never have 
* ſubſcribed Tavo Guineas to me, for one ſmall Book in 
% oftavo.”” Jacob's Letter to Dennis, printed in Dennis's 
Remarks on the Dunciad, pag. 49. Therefore I ſhould 
think the Appellation of Blunderbuſi to Mr. Jacob, like 
that of Thunderbolt to Scipio, was meant in his honour. 

Mr. Dennis argues the fame way. My writings 
* having made, great impreſſion on the minds of all 
* ſenſible men, Mr. P. repented, and to give proof of 
His Repentance, ſubſcribed to my two volumes of ſe- 
ect Works, and afterward to my two Volumes of 
Letters.“ bid. pag. 80. We ſhould hence believe, 
the Name of Mr. Dennis hath alfo crept into this poem 
by ſome miſtake. But from hence, gentle reader ! thou 
may'ſt beware, when thou giveſt thy money to ſuch Au- 


thors, not to flatter thyſelf that thy motives are Good- 


nature, or charity. 


V.1;2. Horneck and Roome.) Theſe two were 3 
Party- writers; worthily coupled together, and one would 
think — ſince, after the * of this . 


INMITATIONS. 
V. 150.) Virg. En. 6. 
A1 fulmina belli 


Scipiadas, cladem Libya! 
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138 The Dux crap. Book III. 
Lo fneering Goode, half malice and half whim, 


i.] There were ſeveral ſucceſſions of theſe fort of minor 


A Fiend in glee, ridiculouſly grim. 154 
Each Cygnet ſweet, of Bath and Tunbridge race, 
Whoſe tuneful whiſtling makes the waters paſs : 
Znigma bard, and ev'ry nameleſs name, 

All crowd, who foremoſt ſhall be damn'd to fame. 
Some ſtrain im rhyme ; the Muſes, on their racks, 


Scream like the winding of ten thouſand jacks: 160 


Some free from rhyme or reaſon, rule or check, 
Break Priſcian's head, and Pegaſus's neck; 
Down, down they larum, with impetuous whirl, 
The Pindars, and the Miltons of a Curl. 164 


RE MARK s. 


the former dying, the latter ſucceeded him in Honour and 
Employment. The firſt was Philip Horneck, Author of a 


Bilingſgate paper call'd The High German Doctor, in the 


2d vol. of which, No. 14. you may ſee the regard he 
had for our Author. Edward Roome, ſon of an Un- 
dertaker for Funerals in Fleet - ſtreet, writ ſome of the 
papers call'd Paſquin, where by malicious Innuendos it 


was endeavour d to repreſent our Author guilty of ma- 
levxolent practices with a great man then under proſecu · 


tion of Parliament. P—le was the author of ſome vile 
Plays and Pamphlets. He wrote abuſively of our author 
in a Paper called the Prompter. | 
VX. 153. Goode. ] An ill-natur'd Critic, who writ a 
Satyr on our Author, call'd The mock Zſop, and many 
anonymous Libels in News papers for hire. 
VER. 156. Whoſe tuneful whiſtling makes the wwaters 


Book III. The Dunciap. 139 
Silence, ye Wolves] while Ralph to Cynthia howls, 
And makes Night hideous—Anfwer him, ye Owls! 
Senſe, ſpeech, and meaſure, living tongues and dead, 
Let all give way and Morris may be read. | 
Flow Welſted, flow ! like thine inſpirer, Beer, 
Tho! ſtale, not ripe; tho' thin, yet never clear; 170 


| | REMARKS. 

Poets, at Tunbridge, Bath, &c. ſinging the praiſe of 
the Annuals flouriſhing for that ſeaſon ; whoſe names in- 
deed would be nameleſs, | and therefore the Poet ſlurs o- 
ver with others in general. , | | 

Ver. 165. Ralph] James Ralph, a name inſerted 
after the firſt editions, not known to our author till 
he writ a ſwearing-piece call'd Saquney, very abuſive of 
Dr. Swift, Mr. Gay, and himſelf. Theſe lines allude 


to a thing of his, intitled, Night, a Poem. Shakeſpear, 


Hamlet. 


Viſit thus the glimpſes of the Moon, 

Making” Night hideous 
This low writer conſtantly attended his own works with 

negyricks in the Journals, and once in particular 
praiſed himſelf highly above Mr. Addiſon, in wretched 
remarks upon that Author's Account of Exgliſß Poets, 
Printed in a London Journal, Sept. 1728. He ended at 
laſt in the common Sink of all ſuch writers, a political 


IMITATIONS. _ 
VER. 169. Flow Welfted, flow ! &c.] Parody on 
Denham, Gat Hill. en 4 f | +; 
O could I flow like thee, and make thy ſtream 
My great example, as it is my theme. 
h deep, yet clear; tho gentle, yet not dull; 
Strong without rage; without oerflowing, full. 


\ 
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240 The Duneranr. Book III. 
So ſweetly mawkiſn, and fo ſmoothly dull; 
Heady, not ſtrong; o erflowing, tho not full. 


A RrMuAREs. 
News- paper, to which he was recommended by his friend 
Arnall, and received a ſmall pittance for pay. 
VIER. 168. Morris] Beſaleel, ſee Book 2. 

VR. 169. Floao Welſted, &c.] Of this Author ſee 
the Remark on Book 2. v. 209. But (to be im partial) 
add to it the following different character of him: 

Mr. Welfed had, in his youth, rais'd ſo great ex- 
pectations of his future genius, that there was a kind f 
ftriggle between the moſt eminent in the two Univerſi- 
ties, which ſhould have the Honour of his education. 
To compound this, he (civilly) became a member of both, 
and after having paſs'd ſome time at the one, he re- 
moved to the other. From thence he return'd to town, 
Where he became the darling Eæpectation of all the po- 
lite Writers, whoſe encouragement he acknowledg'd in 
his occaſional poems, in a manner that will make no 
ſmall part of the Fame of his protectors. It alſo appears 
from his Works, that he was happy in the patronage of 
the moſt illuſtrious, characters of the preſent age — In- 
courag'd by ſuch a Combination in his favour, he — pub- 
liſt'd a book of poems, ſome in the Ovidian, ſome in 
the Horatian manner, in both which the moſt exquiſite 
Judges pronounce he even rival'd bis 1 Love 

verſes have reſcued that way of writing from contempt 
In his Tranſlations, he has given us the very ſoul and 
ſpirit of his author. His Ode — his Epiſtle — his Ver- 
ſes — his Love tale — all, are the aft perfect things in 
_ all poetry, &c. WELSTED of Himſelf. Char. of the 

Times, 950 1728. pag. 23, 24. It ſhould not be forgot 
to his honour, that he received at one time the ſum of 


Zoo pounds for ſecret ſervice, among the other excellent 
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Ah Dennis! Gildon ah! what ill-ſtarr'd rage 

Divides a friendſhip long confirm'd by age? 

Blockheads with reaſon wicked wits abhor, 175 

But fool with fool is barb'rous civil war. 

Embrace, embrace my ſons ! be foes no more! 

Nor glad vile Poets with true Critics gore. oil 
Behold yon Pair, in ſtrict embraces join'd ; | 

How like in manners, and how like in mind ' 180 


REMARK S- 


3 hired to write anony mouſly for the Miniſtry. 
See Report of the Secret Committee &c. in 1742. 
VER. 173. A Dennis, &c:] The reader, who has 
ſeen, thro® the courſe of theſe notes, what a conſtant at- 
tendance Mr. Dennis paid to our Author and all his 
works, may perhaps wonder he ſhould be mention d but 
twice, and ſo ſlightly touch'd, in this poem. But in 
truth he look'd upon him with ſome eſteem, for having 
(more generouſly than all the reſt) „et his Name to ſuch 
writings. He was alſo a very old man at this time. 
By his own account of himſelf in Mr. Facob's Lives,'he 
chal have been above threeſcore, and happily lived ma- 
ny years after. So that he was ſenior to Mr. Durfey, 
who hitherto of all ourPoets enjoy'd the longeſt Bodily life. 
VER. 179. Behold you Pair, &c.] One of theſe was 
Author of a weekly paper calFd. The Crs as dhe 


IMITATIONS. 


Ven. 177. Embrace, embrace my Sons / be foes 3 
Virg. En. 6. | 
e tanta animis afſueſcite bella, 

Neu patriæ validas in viſcera vertite wires; 

Tuque prior, tu parce ſanguis neus! 


F 
7 
[a 
| 
| 
; 


fit to omit the names of theſe two perſons, whoſe inju 
to him was of ſo old a date. In the verſes he 3 
it was ſaid that one of them had a pious paſſion for the 


142 The DunciaD. Book III. 


Equal in wit, and equally polite, 


Shall this a Paſquin, that a Grumbler write; 


REMARK s. 


other was concerned in another call'd Paſuin, in which 
Mr. Pope was abuſed with the Duke of Buckingham and 
Biſhop of Nocheſter. They alſo joined in a piece againſt 
his firſt undertaking to tranſlate the Ziad, intitled Ho- 


merides, by Sir Iliad Doggrel, printed 1715. 


Of the other works of theſe Gentlemen, the world 
has heard no more than it would of Mr. Pope's, had 
their united laudable endeayours diſcourag'd him from 


.his undertaking. How few good works had ever ap- 


pear'd (fince men of true merit are always the leaſt 


preſuming) had there been always ſuch champions to 


ſtifle them in their conception? And were it not better 
for the publick, that a million of monſters ſhould come 
into the world, which are ſure to die as ſoon as born, 
than that the Serpents ſhould firangle one Hercules in 


His Cradle? 


7 


After many Editions of this poem, the Author thought 


IMiTATIONS. 


VER. 179. Behold jon pair, in flrift embraces join d. 
Virg. En. 6. | 


1llz autem paribus quas fulgere cernis in armis, 


Concordes anima — 


\ 


And in the fifth, 


Euryalus, forma inflenis viridigue juwventa, 
Mius amore pio pueri. 


Book III. The Dux oA p. 143 

Like are their merits, like rewards they ſhare, 

That ſhines a Conſul, this Commiſſioner. 
REMARKS. 


other. It was a literal tranſlation of Virgil, Niſus a- 
more pio pueri — and there, as in the original, applied 


to Friendſhip: That between Mus and Euryalus is al- 


lowed to make one of the moſt amiable Epiſodes in the 
world, and ſurely was never interpreted in a perverſe 
ſenſe. But it will aftoniſh the reader to hear, that on 
no other occaſion than this line, a Dedication was writ- 
ten to that Gentleman to induce him to think ſome- 
thing further. ** Sir, you are known to have all that 
« affeQtion for the beautiful part of the creation which 
* God and Nature defign'd. — Sir, you have a very 
« fine Lady—and, Sir, you have eight very fine Chil- 
e dren,” —&c. [ Dedic. to Dennis Rem. on the Rape of 
the Lock. ] The truth is, the poor Dedicator's brain 
was turn'd upon this article: He had taken into his 
head that ever ſince ſome books were written againſt 
the Stage, and ſince the Halian Opera had prevail'd, 
the nation was infected with a vice not fit to be nam'd: 
He went ſo far as to print upon the ſubject, and con- 
cludes his argument with this remark, *©* that he can- 
* not help thinking the Obſcenity of Plays excuſable 
« at this juncture; ſince, when that, execrable fin is 
* ſpread ſo wide, it may be of uſe to the reducing 
mens minds to the natural deſire of women.” Dex- 
is, Stage defended againſt Mr. Law, p. 20. Our au- 
thor ſolemnly declared, he never heard any creature 


but the Dedicator mention that Vice and this Gentle- - 


man together 1 
VzR. 184. That ſhines a Conſul, this Commiſſioner. 

= places were given at this time to ſuch fort of 
riters. | Wt INT 
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144 The Dun:cian. Book III. 
C But who. is he, in cloſet cloſe y-pent, 185 
ce Of ſober face, with learned duſt beſprent ? 
Right well mine eyes arede the myſter wight, 
On parchments ſcraps y-fed, and Wormius hight. 


bare REMARKS. 

VIER. 188. Wormius +:ghz.] Let not this name, 
purely fictitious, be conceited to mean the learned O- 
Laws Wormius ; much leſs (as it was unwarrantably 
foiſted into the ſurreptitious editions) our own Anti- 
quary Mr. Thomas Hearne, who had no way aggrieved 
our Poet, but on the contrary publiſhed many curious 
tracts which he hath to his great contentment peruſed. 
_ Moſt rightly are ancient Wards here employed, in 
ſpeaking of ſuch who ſo greatly delight in the ſame, 
We may fay not only rightly, but wie, yea excel- 
tenth, inaſmuch as for the like practice the like praiſe 
is given to Hopkins and Sternhold by Mr. Hearne him- - 
ſelf. Gloſſar. to Rob. of Gloceſter, Artic. BEHETT H; 
«© Others ſay nEHIOHrT, promiſed, and fo it is uſed ex- 
te cellently well by Thomas Norton, in his tranſlation 
*< into metre of the 116th Pſalm, Y 14. 


J to the Lord will pay my wows, 
That I to him BEH1GHT.- 


© Where the modern innovators, not underſtanding the 
« propriety of the word (which: is truly Engliſh, from 
1 IurTAHNIO Ns. 


VIX. 185. But who is be, &c.] Virg. En. 6. que- 
ſtions and anſwers in this manner, of Numa: 


. . Duis procul ille autem ramis inſgnis olive, 
Sacra ftrens ? — noſca crines, incanaque menta, &c. 


Book III. The Dux Ap. 145 
To future ages may thy dulneſs laſt, 
As thou preſery'ſt the dulneſs of the paſt! 190 


__ ,. REMARKS. | 

by de Seen have moſt anwarrantably altered it thus, 

I the Lord will pay my vows 2 

a With joy and great delight. 8. g 
Vzs. 188. Hight.] In Cumberland they ſay to 
% hight, for to promiſe, or vow ; but HOH, uſually 
© ſignifies t called; and ſo it does in the North even 
eto this day, notwithſtanding what is done in Cum- 
** berland.“ Hearne, ibid. 4 Sn Oo 
Ver. 187. Arede] Read, or peruſe; though ſotnetimes 
uſed for coun/e/. *© READE THY READ, take thy Coun- 
„ ſaile. Thomas Sternhold, in his tranſlation of the 
< firſt Pſalm into Engliſh metre, hath av//e/y. made , uſe 
« of this word, | re r hl 

De man is bleſt that hath not bent | 
{+5118 Ruicked READ Dis ear. : 
* But in the laſt ſpurious editions of the ſinging Pſalitis 
the word READ is changed into mer. I fay ſpurious 
« editions, becauſe not only here, but quite throughout 
* the whole book of Pſalms, are ftrange alterations, all 
* for the worle; and yet the Title-page ſtands as it 
* uſed to do; and all (which is abominable in any 
„book, much more in a ſacred work) is aſcribed to 
% Thomas Sternhold, John Hopkins, and others? I 
* am confident, were Sternhold and Hopkins now living 
* they would proceed againſt the innovators as cheats. 
“ — A liberty, Which, to ſay no more of their intole- 
able alterations, ought by no means to be permitted or 
approved of; by ſuch as are for uniformity, and have 
Dany regard for the old - Engliſh Saxon tongue.” 
HEARxE, Gloſſ. on Rob. of n 1 
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146 The DunciayD. Book III. 
There, dim in clouds, the poring Scholiaſts mark, 
Wits, who, like owls, ſee only in the dark,” 


A Lumberhouſe of books in ev'ry head, 


For ever reading, never to be read |! 

But, where each Science lifts its modern type, 
Hiſt ry her Pot, Divinity her Pipe, 1096 
While proud Philoſophy repines to ſhow, | 
Diſhoneſt ſight ! his breeches rent below ; 
Imbrown'd with native bronze, lo ! Henley ſtands, 
Tuning his voice, and balancing his hands, 200 


REMARK s. 


I do herein agree with Mr. Hearne : Little is it of ayail 
to object, that ſuch words are become unintelligible; fince 
they are truly Engliſh, men ought to underſtand them ; 
and ſuch as are for «uniformity ſhould think all alterations 
in a language ſtrange, abominable, and unwarrantable. 
Rightly therefore, I ſay again, hath our Poet uſed an- 
cient words, and poured them forth as a precious oint- 
ment upon good old Wormius in this place, ScxiBL. 

_ Ibid. Myer wight] Uncouth — 9 th 

VIX. 192. Wits, who like owls, Ic. ] Theſe few lines 
exactly deſcribe the right verbal critic : He is to his 
2 as a quack to his patients, the more they ſuffer 

complain, the better he is pleaſed; like the famous 
Doctor of that ſort, who put up in his bills, he delighted in 
matters of difficulty. Some body ſaid well of thefe men, 
that their heads were Libraries out of order. 
VER. 199. Lo! Henley faxds, c.] J. Henley the 
e 


Orator ; he preached on the Sundays upon Theological 


matters, and on the Wedneſdays upon all other ſciences. 


Book III. The Dunciav. 147 
How fluent nonſenſe trickles from his tongue! 
How ſweet the periods, neither ſaid, nor ſung ! 


REMARK S8. 


Each auditor paid one ſhilling. He declaimed ſome years 
unpuniſhed againſt the greateſt perſons, and occaſional- 
ly did our Author that honour. WeLsTE d, in Oratory 
Tranſactions, No. 1. publiſhed by Henley himſelf, gives 
the following account of him. © He was — at Melton- 
* Mowbray in Leiceſterſhire. From his own Pariſh 
* ſchool he went to St. John's College in Cambridge. 
“He began there to be uneaſy ; for it h him to 
find he was commanded to believe againſt his judgment 
«« in points of Religion, Philoſophy, Sc. for his genius 
leading him freely to diſpute all propoſitions, and call 
* all points to account, he was impatient under thoſe 
fetters of the free-born mind. Being admitted to 
“ Prieſt's orders, he found the examination very ſhort 
and ſuperficial, and that it was not neceſſary to conform 
to the Chriſtien religion, in order either to Deaconſbip, 
* or Prieftbood.” He came to town, and after having 
for ſome years been a writer for Bookſellers, he had an 
ambition to be ſo for Minifters of ſtate. The only rea- 
ſon he did not rife in the Church, we are told, was 
the envy of others, and a diſreliſh entertained of him 
* becauſe he was not qualified to be-a complete Spaniel,” 
However he offered the ſervice of his pen, in one morn- 
ing, to two great men of opinions and intereſts directly 
oppoſite; by both of whom being rejected, he ſet up a 
new Project, and ſtyled himſelf the Reſtorer of anctent e- 
loquence. He thought it as lawful to take a licence 
from the King and Parliament at one place, as ano- 
© ther; at Hickes's-hall, as at Doctors commons; ſo 
5 ſet up his Oratory in e Rutcher- row. 
AF $5 [55 | 


148 The Dux IAD. Book III. 
Still break the benches, Henley! with thy ſtrain, 
While Kennet, Hare, and Gibſon preach in vain. 
Oh great Reſtorer of the good old Stage, 205 
Preacher at once, and Zany of thy age! 

Oh worthy thou of Ægypt's wiſe abodes, 

A decent prieſt, where monkeys were the gods 
But fate with butchers plac'd thy prieſtly ſtall, 209 
Meek modern faith to murder, hack, and mawl ; 


REMARKS. 


* There (ſays his friend) he had the aſſurance to form 
* a Plan, which no mortal ever thought of ; he had 
** ſucceſs againſt all oppoſition ; challenged his adverſa- 
*« ries to fair diſputations, and none would diſpute with 
* him; writ, read, and ſtudied” twelve hours a day; 
** compoſed three diſſertations a week on all ſubjeQs; 
5 undertook to teach in one year what ſchools and U- 
* niverſities teach in foe; was not terrified by me- 
© naces, inſults, or ſatyrs, but ſtill proceeded, matured 
his bold ſcheme, and put the Church, and all that, in 
danger.“ WELSTED, Narrative in Orat. Tranſact. 
. 1. | WTO 40 51 
After having ſtood ſome Proſecutions, he turned his 
rhetoric to buffoonry upon all public and private occur- 
rences. All this paſſed in the "av room; where ſome- 
times he broke jeſts, and ſometimes that bread which he 
called the Primitive Euchariſt, — This wonderful perſon 
ſtruck Medals, which he diſperſed as Tickets to his ſub- 
ſcribers: The device; a Star riſing to the meridian, with 
this motto, a D $VMMa 3 and below, 1NVENIAM VIAM 
AVT FACIAM. This man had an hundred pounds a 
year given him for a weekly paper of unintelligible non- 
ſenſe, called the Hyp Doctor. 


Book III. The Dx Ap. 149 
And bade thee live, to crown Britannia's praiſe, 
In Toland's, Tindal's, and in Woolſton's days. 
Vet oh, my ſons! a father's words attend: 
(So may the fates preſerve the ears you lend) 
"LW yours, a Bacon or a Locke to blame, 215 
A Newton's genius, or a Milton's flame : | 
But oh! with One, immortal One diſpenſe, 
The ſource of Newton's Light, of Bacon's Senſe ! 
Content, each Emanation of his fires 15 
That beams on earth, each Virtue he inſpires, 220 
Each Art he prompts, each Charm he can create, 
Whate'er he gives, are giv'n for you to hate. 


Perſiſt, by all divine in Man unaw'd, 


But, 80 Learn, ye DuNcts! not to ſcorn your 
| Lege. 3 


| REMARKS. 
Ver. 212. Of Toland and Tindal ſee book 2. | Tho. 


Moolſton was an impious madman, who wrote in a moſt 
inſolent ſtyle againſt the Miracles of the Goſpel, in the 
years 1726, Ce. 

VER. 213. Tet oh my Sons, c.] The caution againſt 
Blaſphemy here given by a departed Son of Dulneſs to 
his yet exiſting brethren, is, as the Poet rightly intimates, 
not out of ' tenderneſs to the ears of others, but their 
own. And fo we fee that when that danger is removed, 
on the open eſtabliſhment of the Goddeſs, in the fourth 
book ſhe encourages her Sons, and they beg affiſtance, 
to pollute the ſource of Light itſelf, with the ſame virulence 
they had before done the pureſt emanations from it. 
VER. 224. But, Learn, ye 13 not to ſcorn 
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150 The Dux oA DD. Book III. 


Thus he, for then a ray of Reaſon ſtole 225 
Half thro? the ſolid darkneſs of his ſoul; 
But ſoon the cloud return'd — and thus the Sire: 


* 


See now, what Dulneſs and her ſons admire ! 


See what the charms, that ſmite the {imple heart 


Not touch'd by nature, and not reach'd by Art. 


His never-bluſhing head he turn'd aſide, 231 
(Not half ſo pleas'd when Goodman propheſy d) 
And look'd, and ſaw a ſable Sorc'rer rife, 
Swift to whoſe hand a winged volume flies. 


REMARKS, 


your God.“] Virg. En. vi. puts this precept into the 
mouth of a wicked man, as here of a ſtupid one, 
Diſcite juſtitiam moniti, & non temmere dives ! © 
Ibid. not to ſcorn your God !] See this ſubje& purſued 
in Book 4. | | 
Ver. 232. ( Not half fo proud when Goodman prophe- 


,)] Mr. Cibber tells us, in his Life, p. 149. that 


Goodman being at the rehearſal of a play, in which he 
had a part, clapped him on the ſhoulder, and cried, 
If he does not make a good actor, I'll be 4—— d. 
This (fays Mr. Cibber) was more than I could ſup- 
<< port. In a word, it almoſt took away my breath, and 
fairly drew tears from my eyes! And I will make 
eit a queſtion, whether Alexander himſelf, or Charles 
* the twelfth of Sweden, when at the head of their firſt 
ävictorious armies, could feel a greater tranſport in their 
* boſoms than I did in mine.” 

VIER. 233. 4 ſable Sorcrer] Dr. Fauſtus, the ſubject 
of a ſett of Farces, which laſted in vogue two or three 


Book IH. The Dunerap, 151 


All ſudden, Gorgons hiſs, and dragons glare, 235 
And ten-horn'd fiends and Giants ruſh to war. 

Hell riſes, Heay'n deſcends, and dance on Earth: 
Gods, imps, and monſters, muſic, rage, and mirth, 
A fire, a jigg, a battle, and a ball, 
Till one wide conflagration ſwallows all. 240 
Thence a New world to Nature's laws unknown, 
Breaks out refulgent, with a heav'n its own : 
Another Cynthia her new journey runs, 

And other planets circle other ſuns: _ 

The foreſts dance, the rivers upward riſe, 245 
Whales ſport in woods, and dolphins in the ſkies ; 


REMARKS. 


ſeaſons, in which both Playhouſes ſtrove to outdo each 
other for ſome years. All the extravagancies in the ſix- 
teen lines following were introduced on the Stage, and 
frequented by . of the firſt quality in England, 
to the twentieth and thirtieth time. | 
Ver. 237. Hell riſes, Heav'n deſcends, and dance on 
Earth.) This monſtrous abſurdity was * repreſent-· 
ed in Tn s Rape of Proſerpine. 


IMuITATIONS. 
Ve u. 244. And other planets] 


— ſolemque ſuum, ſua fidera norunt 

Virg. En. vi. 

Van. 246. Whales ſport in woods, and dolphins in the 
ies] 


Delphinum Hlvis appingit, fluctibus _ Hor. 
| 1 


152 be DU b U ab . 
And laſt, to give the whole Wer Ae Wire 
Lo one vaſt Egg produces human race. | 

Joy fills his ſoul, joy innocent of thought; rywrought? ' 
What pow'r, he cries, what pow'r theſe wonders 

Son] what thou ſeek*ſt is in thee: Look, and find 
Each Monſter meets his likeneſs in thy mind. 252 
Vet would'ſ thou more? In yonder cloud behold, 
Whoſe ſarſenet ſkirts are edg'd with flamy gold, 
A matchleſs Youth ! his. nod theſe worlds controuls, 
Wings the red lightning, and the thunder rolls. 
Angel of Dulneſs, ſent to Arber round © 2 57 
Her N cn o'er all tnclaſfic ground: 


REMARKS, 


Vs. 248. £93 one wa Bs) 10 another of theſe 
r= Harleqyin f is hatched upon the Mage, out of a large 
88 · 4 


IMI TAT Io. 

VER. 251. Son!, whe ene is in . 
| Quod petis in re oft = 5 on [AMD 
— Ne te quaſveris Atl. Rer. 


VX. 256. Wings 1 the red lightning, G01 Like Sal- 
moneus in En. vi. 


Dum flammas oil, & foritus initatur coy 
— rimbos, & non imilabili fulmen; 
re & cornipedum curſu ee equorum. 


Ver. 258. O'er all anclaſſe ground : 17 Alludes to Mr. 
Addiſon's yg, in the praiſes of Italy; 


. 


4 53 "1 #44 J i 


Book III. The Do xo AD. 155 
Yon ſtars, yon ſons, he rears at pleaſure higher, | 
Illumes their light, and ſets their flames on fire. 
Immortal Rich! how calm he fits at eaſe 26 
Mid ſnows of paper, and fierce hail of peaſe; 
And proud his Miſtreſs' orders to perform, ft 
Rides in the whirlwind, and direQs the ſtorm. 
But lo] to dark encounter in mid air 265 
New wizards rife; I ſee my Cibber there! 
Booth in his cloudy tabernacle ſhrin'd, 

On Pong W n thou ſhalt mount the wind. 


* 


an Doakgt 5 


VIX. 261. Immortal Rich !] Mr, John Rich, Matter 
of the Theatre Royal in Covent-garden, was the firlt 
that excelled this way. 

VIER. 266. I ſee my Cilbir there ] The hiſtory of the 
foregoing abſurdities is verified by Mr. Cibber himſelf, 


in theſe words (Life, chap. xv xv.) Then ſprun 1 
* that ſucceſſion of monſtrous medleys that have ſo 


infeſted the ſtage, which aroſe upon one Ne 5 1 
1 {+ ternately at both houſes, out-vying each other in ex- 

* pence.” He then IP to excuſe his own part 
in them, as follows: If I am aſked 55 J aſſented? 


" IMITATIONS. 


Poetic fields encompaſs me around, 
And fill 1 feem to tread on clalii 7; Lag? 


As y 263. is a parody on a noble one of the ſame au- 


thor in The Campaign; and 5 259, 200. on two {ub- 
lime verſes of Dr. Y. 
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154 The Duxcian. Book III. 


| Dire is the conflict, diſmal is the din, 269 
Here ſhouts all Drury, there all Lincoln's-inn 


Contending Theatres our empire raiſe, 
Alike their labours, and alike their praiſe. 

And are theſe wonders, Son, to thee unknown; 
Unknown to thee? "Theſe wonders are thy own. 
Theſe Fate reſery'd to grace thy reign divine, 275 
Foreſeen by me, but ah! witheld from mine, 


REMARKS. 


I have no better excuſe for my error than to confeſs 


* I did it againſt my conſcience, and had not virtue e- 


<* nough to ftarve. Had Henry IV. of France a bet- 
«© ter for changing his Religion? I was ſtill in m 
«© heart, as much as he could be, on the fide of Truth - 
and Senſe; but with this difference, that I had their 
, leave to quit them when they could not ſupport me,— 
«© But let the queſtion go which way it will, Harry IVth 
has always allowed a great man. Life of C. C. 
c. xv. This muſt be confeſt a full anſwer, only the queſtion 
ſtill ſeems to be, 1. How the doing a thing againſt one's 
conſcience is an excuſe for it? and, zdly If he got the 
leave of Truth and Senſe to quit their ſervice, what 
Certificate can he produce for his diſmiſſion? or why 
does he continue both to live and write in open rebellion 
8 4 A = 1 

Ver. 266, 267. Booth and Cibber, two managers of 
the Theatre in Drury-lane. WY 
VIX. 268. On grinning dragons thou ſhalt mount the 
evind:) In his Letter to Mr. P. he declares this not to 
be /iterally true, but allegorically only. | 


Book III. The Duncianrp, 155 


In Lud's old walls tho' long I rul'd, renown'd, 
Far as loud Bow's ſtupendous bells reſound !-. 
Tho' my own Aldermen confer'd the bays, ' 

To me committing their eternal praiſe, 280 
Their full-fed Heroes, their pacific May'rs, 
Their annual trophies and their monthly wars: 
Tho? long my Party built on me their hopes, 

For writing Pamplets, and for roaſting Popes; 

Yet lo! in me what authors have to brag on! 285 
Reduc'd at laſt to hiſs in my own dragon. 

Avert it heav'n! that thou, my Cibber, e'er 
Shouldſt wag a ſerpent-tail in Smithfield fair! 
Like the vile ſtraw that's blown about the ſtreets, 
The needy Poet ſticks to all he meets, 290. 


n 


Ver. 282. Annual trophies, on the Lord- mayor Wg | 


and monthly wars in the Artillery-ground. 

VR. 283. Tho" long my party] Settle, like moſt Party- 
writers, was very uncertain i his political principles. 
He was employed to hold the pen in the character of a 
popiſb ſucceſſor, but afterwards printed his Narrative on the 
other fide, He had managed the ceremony of a famous 
Pope- burning on Nov. 17, 1680. then became a troo 
in King James's army, at Hounſlow-heath. After the 5 - 
voution he kept a booth at Bartholomew-fair, where, 
in the droll called St. George for England, he aQted 
in his old age in a Dragon. of green leather of his own 
invention; he was at lait taken into the Charter-houle, 
and there died, aged ſixty * 
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156 The Du NAD. Book III. 
Coach'd, carted, trod upon, now looſe, now faſt, 
And carry'd off in ſome Dog's tail at laſt. 
Happier thy fortunes ! like a rolling ſtone, 

Thy giddy dulneſs {till ſhall lumber on, 

Safe in its heavineſs can never ſtray, 295 
And licks up ev'ry blockhead in the way. 
Thee ſhall the Patriot, thee the Courtier taſte, 
And ev'*ry year be duller than the laſt, 

„Till rais'd from booths, to Theatre, to Court, 
Her ſeat imperial Dulneſs ſhall tranſport. 300 
Already Opera prepares the way, 

The ſure forerunner of her gentle ſway : 


Let her thy heart, next Drabs and Dice, engage, 


The third mad paſſion of thy doting age. 
Teach thou the warbling Polypheme to roar, 305 


And ſcream thyſelf as none e' er ſcream'd before 


To aid our cauſe if Heav'n thou can'ſt not bend, 


Fell thou ſhalt move ! for F auſtus is our friend : 


| REMARKS; 

VI. 297. Thee /hall the Patriot, thee the Courtier 
tafte,] It 00d in the firſt edition with blanks, and 
Concanen was ſure they muſt needs mean no body but 
Ning GEORGE and Queen CAROLINE; 154 ſaid 
he Soul inſiſt it was ſo, till the poet cleared him- 
4 ſelf by filling up the blanks otherwiſe, agreeably 
4 to the context, and confiſtent with his allegiance.” 
Pref. to a Collection of verſes, eſſays, letters, Qc. as 
gainſt Mr, P. printed for A. Moor, 'p. 6, 


Book III; The Dunci1ad. 157 


Pluto with Cato thou for this ſhalt join, 

And link the Mourning Bride to Proſerpine. 310 

Grubſtreet ! thy fall ſhould men and Gods conſpire, 

Thy ſtage ſhall ſtand, enſure it but from Fire. 

Another Æſchylus appears | prepare 

For new abortions, all ye pregnant fair! 

In flames, like Semele's, be brought to bed, '315 

While opening Hell ſpouts wild-fire at your head. 
Now Bavius take the poppy from thy brow, 

And place it here] here all ye Emes bow |! 


Nn 


Ver. 308; 409; Fauſtus is thy Friend, — Pluto with 
Cato, c.] Names of miſerable farces which it was the 
cuſtom to act at the end of the beſt tragedies, to ſpoil 
the digeſtion of the audience. 


VER. 31z. Euſure it but from Sie] In the farce of | 


Proſerpine a corn-field was ſet on fire: whereupon the 
other play-houſe had a barn burnt down for the recrea- 
tion of the ſpectators. They alſo rival'd each other in 
ſhowing the burnings of hell-fire, in Dr. Fauſtus. 
'Ver. 313. Another Aſchylus appears! &c.] It is 


reported of Æſchylus, that when his tragedy of the 


Furies was acted, the audience were ſo terrified that 
the children fell into fits, and the big- __ women 
miſcarried. 


IMITATION, 
Ver. 315. Like Semele's,] See Ovid, Met. iii. 
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158 The Du x CIAD, Book III. 
This, this is he, foretold by ancient rhymes : 
Th Auguſtus born to bring Saturnian times! 320 
Signs following ſigns, lead on the mighty year 
See the dull ſtars roll round and re-appear ! 
See, ſee, our oun true Phazbus wears the bays! 
Our Midas fits Lord Chancellor of plays! | 
On Poets Tombs fee Benſon's titles writ ; 325 
Lo! Ambroſe Philips is prefer'd for Wit. 
or NS 
VIX. 325. On poets tombs ſee Benſon's titles aurit;] 
W——m Benſon (late ſurveyor of the building to his 
Majeſty King George I.) gave in a report to the Lords, 
that their houſe and the Painted-chamber adjoining were 
in immediate danger of falling. Whereupon the Lords 
met in a committee to appoint ſome other place to fit 
in, while the houſe ſhould be taken down. But it being 
propoſed to cauſe ſome. other builders firſt to inſpe it, 
they found it in very good condition. 'The Lords, upon 
this, were going upon an addreſs to the King againſt 
Benſon, for ſuch a miſrepreſentation; but the Earl of 
Sunderland, then ſecretary, gave them an aſſurance that 
His Majeſty would remove him, which was done accord- 
ingly. In fayour of this man, the famous Sir Chriſto- 
pher Wren, who had been architect to the crown for 
above years, who built moſt of the Churches in 
London, laid the firſt ſtone of St. Paul's, and lived to 
finiſh it, had been diſplac'd from his employment at the 
age of near ninety years. See more of him in Book 4. 
Ver. 326. Ambroſe Philips.] He was (faith Mr. 
Jacos) “one of the wits at Button's, and a juſtice of the 


2 


4 


Book III. The Du xc. 159 
See under Ripley riſe a new White-hall, | 
While Jones and Boyle's united labours fall: 


REMARKS. 


« peace.” But he hath ſince met with higher 
in Ireland: and a much greater character we have of 
him in Mr. Gildon's complete Art of poetry, vol. 1. p. 
157. © Indeed he confeſſes, he dares not ſet him guzte 
on the ſame foot with Virgil, leſt it ſhould ſeem flattery ; 
but he is much miſtaken if poſterity does not afford 
him a greater eſteem than he at preſent enjoys.” He 
endeavour'd to create ſome mis-underſtanding between 
our author and Mr. Addiſon, whom alſo ſoon after he 
abuſed as much. His conſtant cry was, that Mr. P. was 
an Enemy to the government ; and in particular he was the 
avowed author of a report very induſtriouſly ſpread, that 
he had a hand in a party-paper call'd the Examiner: 
A falſhood well known to thoſe yet living, who had 
the direction and publication of it. 

V. 328. While Jones and Boyle's united labours fall.] 
At the time when this poem was written, the banquet- 


IMuITATTIONS. 


V. 319, 320. This, this is he, foretold by ancient rhymes, 
Th' Auguſtus, Cc. eee | 
Hic vir, hic eft | tibi quem promitti ſepius audis, 
| uf us Ceſar, divum genus; aurea c 
,Secula gui rurſus Latio, regnata per arva 
 "Baturno quondam —— | Virg. En. vi. 


Saturman here relates to the age of Lead, mentioned 


book 1. F 2g | | 
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160 The Dub a. Book III. 


While Wren with ſorrow to the grave deſcends, 
Gay dies l with a hundred friends, 330 


REMARKS; 


-ting-houſe of White-hall, the church and piazza of Co- 
vent-garden, and the palace and chapel of Somerſet- 
houſe, the works of the famous Inigo Jones, had been 
for many years ſo neglected as to be in danger of ruin. 
The portico of Covent- garden church had been juſt then 
reſtor d and beautiſied at the expence of the Earl of Bur- 
lington; who, at the ſame time, by his publication of 
the deſigns of that great Maſter and Palladio, as well as 
by many noble buildings of his own, revived the true 
Anke of Architecture in this Kingdom. | 

"Ver. 330. Gay dies — Sc.] See Mr. Gay⸗ 8 
fable of the Hare and Many Friends. 'Bhis gentleman 
Was early in the friendſhip of our author, which conti- 
nued-to his death. He wrote ſeveral works of humour 
with great ſucceſs, the Shepherd's Week, Trivia, the 
ds — it, Fables, and laſtly, the celebrated 
Beggars Opera; a piece of ſatyr which hit all taſtes and 
degrees of men, from thoſe of the higheſt quality to the 
very rabble: That verſe of Horace 


| Primores populi arripuit, populumgue tributim, 


could never be ſo juſtly applied as to this. The yaſt 
ſucceſs of it was unprecedented, and almoſt incredible: 
What is related of the wonderful effe&s of the ancient 
muſic or tragedy hardly came up to it: Sophocles and 
Euripides were leſs follow'd and famous. It was ated 
in London ſixty-three days, uninterrupted ; and renew d 
the next ſeaſon with equal applauſes. It ſpread into all 
the great towns of England, was play'd in many places 
to the thirtieth and fortieth time, at Bath 4 Briſtol 


Book III. The Du ner A n. 16t 
And Pope's, ten years to comment and tranſlate.; - 
ii N ens * Ro 
fifty, c. It made its progreſs into Wales, . Scotland; 
and Ireland, where it was performed twenty four days 
together: It was laſtly acted in Minorca. The fame of 
it was not confined to the author only; the ladies carried 
about with them the favourite ſongs of it in fans; and 
houſes were furniſhed with it in ſcreens. The perſon who 
acted Polly, till then obſcure; became all at once the fa- 
vourite of the town ; her pictures were engraved, and 
ſold in great numbers; her life written, books of letters 


and verſes to her, publiſhed ; and pamphlets made even 
of her ſayings and jeſts. 3 . 1 "ag 
Furthermore, it drove out of England, for that ſeaſon, 
the Italian Opera, which had carried all before it for ter 
years. That idol of the Nobility and the people, Which 
the great Critic Mr. Dennis by the labours and outcries 
of a whole life could not overthrow, was demoliſhed b a 
ſingle ſtroke of this gentleman's pen. This ch in 
the Year 1728. Yet ſo great was his modeſty, that he 
conſtantly prefixed to all the editions of it this motto, Nas 
hec novimus efſe nihil,, 446 

Ver. 331, Hibernian politics, O Swift! thy fate!) 
Ses book 1. F 20: ank 

VER. 332. And Pope's, ten years to comment and tranſ- 
late /] The author here plainly laments that he was fo 
long employed in tranſlating and commenting. He be- 
gan the Iliad in 1713, and finiſhed it in 1719. The 

dition of Shakeſpear (which he undertook merely be- 
tauſe no body elſe would) took up near two years more 
in the drudgery of comparing 3 rectify ing the 


162 The Dx rA D. Book III. 

Proceed, great days! till Learning fly the ſhore, 
Till Birch ſhall bluſh with noble blood no more, 
Till Thames ſee Eaton's ſons for ever play, 335 


And Alma mater lie diſſolv'd in Port! 

bein ib t ; Nlaa 10014380703-DHURGOD I | 
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Scenery, | Ec. | and the Tranſlation of half | he Od y ſſey 


hy contempt of theſe Inſtruments. Remember what the 
Dutch ſtories ſomewhere relate, that a great part of their 
Provinces was once overflowed by a ſmall opening made 


* 


in one of their dykes by a ſingle Water Rat. 
However, that ſuch is not ſeriouſly the judgment of our 
Poet, but that he conceiveth better hopes from the Dili- 
gence of our Schools, from the .ch of our Uni- 
verſities, the Piſcernment of our Great men, the Ac- 
compliſhments of our Nobility, the Encouragement of 
dur Patrons, and the Genius of our Writers in all kinds, 
(notwithſtanding ſome few exceptions in each) may plain- 
ly feen from his concluſion ; | where cauſing all this 
iſion to paſs through the, Ivory Gate, he expreſsly, in 
the language of Poeſy, declares all ſuch imaginations to 
be wild, ungrounded, and fititious. . -_ SCRIBL, 


1 


Book III. The Dux IA p- 


And thro he ** ry Gate the Viſion flies, 


I r IONS ; 
VszR. 300 Hud thro the Iv ry Gate, & A1. 


Sun geminæ Samni purtæ; quarum altera fertur 


Cornea, qua veris facilis datur exitus umbris 3 | 
Altera, candenti berſecta nitens elephants, 
Sea falſa ad aal mittunt inſomnia manes. 
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Enough þ enough the raptur d Monarch cries; | 
340 
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aneuu r to Book the Fouxru. 


TH E Peet n in this Book, to ak the Com- 
pletion of the Prophecies mention?d at the end of the 
former, ma ler a” new Invocation ; as the greater 

Poets are wont, when ſome high and worthy mat- 
ter is to be N He ſhews 08 Goddeſs coming in 
her Majeſty to-deftroy Order and Science, and to 
Juhſtitute the Kingdom of the Dull upon earth - 
How ſhe leads captive the Sciences, and */ilenceth 

 _ the Muſes; and what they be who ſucceed in their 
 flead, All her Children, by @ wonderful attrattt- 
on, are drawn about her; and bear along with them 

_ diversothers, ibo promote her Empire by connivance, 

weak reſiſtance, or diſcouragement of Arts; ſuch 
as Half-wits, tafteleſs Admirers, vain Pretenders, 
the Flatterers of Dunces, or the Patrons of them. 
All theſe crowd round her ; one of them offering to 

approach her, is driven back by a Rival, but ſhe 

commends and encourages both. The firſt who ſpeak 
in form are the Geniuſes of the . aſſure 
her of their care to advance her Cauſe, by confining 
Youth to words, and keeping them out of the way 
of real Knowleage. Their Addreſs, and her 158 
cious Anſwer ; with her Charge io them and the 
Univerſities. The Univerſities appear by their 
proper Deputies, and aſſure her that the ſame me- 


ARGUMENT. 
- _ thad is obſerv'd in the progreſs of Education; The 
_ «ſpeech of Ariſtarchus an this ſubject. They, are 
driven off by a' band of young Gentlemen return d 
from Travel with their Tutors; one of whom de- 
vers to the Goddeſs, in a polite oration, an account 
f the whole Conduct and Fruits of their Travels: 
_ - preſenting to her at the ſame timea young Nobleman 
perfectly accompliſhed. ' She receives him gractouſly, 
and indues him with the happy quality of Want of 
Shame. She ſees loitering about her a number of 
Indole nt Perſons abandoning all buſineſs and duty 
and dying with lazineſs : To theſe approaches the 
_ Antiquary Annius, intreating her tu make them Vir- 
tuoſos, and aſſign them over. 10 him + But Mum- 
mius, another Antiquary, complaining of his fraudu- 
lent proceeding, ſbe finds a methed to reconcile their 
Ai fference. Then enter a Troop of people fantaſtically 
adorn d, offer ing ber ftrange and exotic preſents : 
Amongſt them, one flands forth and demands juſtice 
on anothe r, who had deprived him of one of the 
greateſt Curioſities in nature : but he juſtifies him- 
ſelf fo well, that the Goddeſs gives them both her 
approbation. She recommends to them to find proper 
employment for the Indolents Before: mention d, in the 
ftudy of Butterflies, Shells, Birds-neſts, Maſs, &c, 
but with particular caution, not to proceed beyond- 
T rifles, to any uſeful or 3 views of Nature, 


ARGUMENT, 
oer of the Author of Nature. Againſt the laft of 
theſe apprebenſions, ſhe is ſecured by a hearty Ad- 
' dreſs from the Minute Philoſophers and Freethink- 
ers, one of "whom ſpeaks in the name of the reſt. 
"The Youth thus inſtructed and principled, are deli- 
vered to her in a body by the hands of Silenus ; and 
then admitted totafte the Cup of the Magus her High 
Prieſt, which cauſes a total oblivion of all Obliga- 
tions, divine, civil, moral, or rational. To theſe 

Her Adepts ſbe ſends Prieſts, Attendants, and Com- 
.  forters, of various kinds; confers on them Orders, 
and Degrees; and then diſmiſſing: them with a 
ſpeech, confirming to each his Privileges, and tel- 
ling what ſhe expects from each," concludes with a 
- Yawn of extraordinary virtue: The Progreſs and 


1 Fects whereof on all orders of men, and the Con- 


—_— l = 
* 
— 


* 
1 
' 
» 
* 
«1 
o 
U 
— 
I 
ot 
* 
14 
\ 
\ } 
q [ 
- 
3 1 
x 
\ * 
1 
| 6 
* 
i i 
1 x 
e 
1 
1 


— 


1 2 
— 
— 


— ey 


— — 
— — 
2 — —_— 


. 


— —ů— — 


Ly 
+ iF 
| 
1 


4. £ 


8 0 ſummation of all, in the Reftoratio of Night and 
J Gen, conclude the Poem. 3 


1 N 9 renn % 


| F Eo «3 of 
DUNCIAD. 


Boo the Four Ts. 


lth. 


X "ET; yet 2 moment, one dim Ray of Light 
_. Indulge; dread Chaos, and eternal Night! 


. REMARKS. 

The Dwunc1 a », Book IV.] This Book may pro- 

perly be diſtinguiſhed from the former by the Name of the 
GREATER DuUNClAD, not ſo indeed in Size, but in Sub- 
je ;' and ſo far contrary to the diſtinction anciently made 
of the Greater and Leſſer Jliad. But much are they miſ- 
taken who imagine this Work in any wiſe inferior to the 
for mer, or of any other hand than of our Poet; of which 
J am much more certain than that the Liad itſelf was the 
Work of Solomon, or the Batrachomuomachia of Homer, as 
the ſearned Barnes hath affirmed. \SCRIBLERUS, 
Ver. 1,'&c:] This is an Invocation of much Piety. 
The Poet, willing to approve himſelf a genuine Son, begin- 
neth by ſhewing (what is ever agreeable to Duineſs } his 
high reſpect for Antiquity and a Great Family, how dead 
or dark ſoever: Next declareth his paſſion for explaining 
Myſteries; and laſtly his impatience to be re. united to 
her. Ma A n 04 „ age ban Sent. 


VIX. 2 — T hass, and eternal Night!) Invoked, 
as the Reſtoration of their 3 is the Action of the Poem. 
4 
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2 The Dunc1adD. Book IV. 
Of darkneſs viſible ſo much be lent, 

As half to ſhew, half veil the deep Intent. 
Ye Pow'rs! whoſe Myſteries reſtor'd I ſing, 5 
To whom Time bears me on his rapid wing, 


Rewanks: os 


VER. 4.— ba to frau, balf weil the deep Intent.) 
This is a great propriety, for a dull Poet can never ex- 
preſs himſelf otherwiſe than by halves or imperfectly. 
There are ſome, I know, who underſtand it very dif- 
ferently; as if the Author in this work had indeed a deep 


Intent, that there were in it Myſteries or amoggnra, which 


he durſt not * reveal, and that in divers verſes dern 
ing to Milton 


more is meant than meets the ear. 


* Y A 


an 6. To whom Time bears me on his rapid wing] 
Pair and ſoftly, good Poet! (cries the gentle Scriblerus 
on this place) For ſure, in ſpite of his unuſual modeſty, 
he ſhall not travel fo faſt toward Oblivion, as divers others 
of more Confidence have done: For when J reſolve in 
my mind the Catalogue of thoſe who have the moſt bold- 
ly promiſed to themſelves Immortality, wiz. Pindar, 
Luis Gongora, Ronſard, Oldham, Lyrics; Lycophron, 
Statius, Chapman, Blackmore, Heroics; I find the one 
half to be already dead, and the other in utter darkneſs. 
But it becometh not us, who have taken up the office of 
his Commentator, to ſuffer our Poet thus prodigally to 
caſt away his Life ; -contrariwiſe, the more hidden and 


7 abſtruſe is his work, and the more remote its beauties 


from common Underſtanding, the more is it our duty to 
draw” forth and exalt the ſame, in the face of Men and 
Angels, Herein ſhall we imitate the laudable Spirit of 


| the; who have * * "oy reaſon) delighted to com- 


Book IV. The Duncian: 3 
Suſpend a while your Force inertly ſtrong, : 
Then take at once the Poet and the Song. 

Now flam'd the Dog-ſtar's unpropitious ray, 
Smote ev*ry, Brain, and wither'd ey'ry Bay; 10 
Sick was the Sun, the Owl forſook his bow'r, 
The moon-ſtruck Prophet felt the madding hour: 
'Then roſe the Seed of Chaos, and of Night, 

To blot out Order, and extinguiſh Light, 
Of dull and venal a new World to mold, 15 
And bring Saturnian days of Lead and . 


„nnr 


ont on dark 2nd uncouth Authors, 2 even on cheir 
darker Fragments; preferred Ennius to Virgil, and cho- 
ſen to turn the dark Lanthorn of Lx co HR OM, rather 
than to trim the everlaſting Lamp of Homer. Scr1BL. 


VER. 7.—— Force inertly firong.] Alluding to the Vit 


inertiæ of Matter, which, tho! it really be no Power, is 
yet the Foundation of all the Qualities — Attributes of 
that ſluggiſh Subſtance, 

Ve. 14. To blot out Order, and extinguiſh Light.] 
The two great Ends of her Miſſion; the one in quality 
of Daughter of Chaos, the other as Daughter of Nighe. 
Order here is to be underſtood extenſively, both as Civil 
and Moral, the diſtinctions between high and low in So- 
ciety, and true and falſe in Individuals : Light, as Intel- 
lectual only, Wit, Science, Arts. 

VER. 15. Of dull and wenal] The Aer dd 
nued ; dull referring to the extinction of Light or Sci- 
ence, * to the deſtruction of Ne e or the Trac 
Things ww oh ret | 


: 


4 The:iDuncian. Book IV. 
ghe mounts the Throne: her head a Cloud conceal'd, 
In broad Effulgence all below reveal d, off L 
(Tis thus aſpiring Dulneſs ever ſhines) 

Soft on her lap her Laureat ſon reclines. 20 


REMAR EK s. 


Ibid. —a new World] In alluſion to the Epicurean 
opinion, that from the Diſſolution of the natural World 
into Night and Chaos, a new one ſhould ariſe; this the 
Poet alluding to, in the Production of a new moral 
World, makes it partake of its original Principles. 

VER. 16. Lead and Gold.] 7. e. dull and venal. 

VER. 18 —all below reveal d, Vet. Adag. The 
higher pou climb, the more pou ſhew pour 1 —. Ve- 
rified in no inſtance more than in Dulneſs aſpiring. Em- 
blematized alſo by an Ape climbing and expoſing his po- 
Keriors; © #5 057.1 24 ob 718% 9/17 enn. 
© Ver. 20.—her Laureat for reclines.] With great judg- 
ment it is imagined by the Poet, that ſuch a Collegue as 
Dulneſs had elected, ſhould ſleep on the Throne, and 
have very little ſhare-in the Action of the Poem. Ac- 
cordingly he hath done little or nothing from the day of 
his Anointing; having paſt through the ſecond book, with- 
out taking part in any thing that was tranſacted about 
him, and through the third in profound Sleep. Nor 
ought this, well conſidered, to ſeem ſtrange in our days, 
when ſo many King comſorts have done the like. Scx IBI. 

This verſe our excellent Laureat took foto heart, that 
he appealed to all mankind, if he was not as /e/d»m 
„ afleep as any fool? But it is hoped the Poet hath not 
injured him, but rather verified his Prophecy (p. 243: 
of his own Life, vo. ch. ix.) where he ſays Even my 
« Dalneſs will find ſomebody to do it right ; and the Read- 


Book IV. The Dunecravd. . 
Beneath her foot- ſtool, Science groans in Chains, 
And Mit dreads Exile, Penalties and Pains. | 


REMARKS. 


* er will be as much pleaſed to find mne a Dunce in my Old 
age, as he was to prove mga briſk blockhead in mz 
% Youth.” Wherever there was any room for Briſk- 
neſs, or Alacrity of any fort, even in /inking, he hath al- 
lowed it him ; but here, where there is nothing for him 
to do but to take his natural reſt, he muſt permit his 
Hiſtorian to be filent. It is from their actions only that 
Princes have their Character, and Poets from their evorks : 
And if in thoje he be as much à ſleep as any fool, the Poet 
muſt leave him and them to ep to all eternity. Benw. 

VER. 21, 22. Beneath her forrflool, &c.] We are next 
preſented with the pictures of tho'e. whom the Goc deſs 
leads in Captivity. Science is only depreſſed and confi- 
ned ſo as to be rendered uſeleſs ; but Vit and Genius, as 
a more dangerous and active enemy, puniſhed, or driven 
away: Dulneſs being often reconciled in ſome degree 
with Learning, but never upon any terms with Wit. And 
accordingly it will be ſeen, that ſhe admits ſomething /ike 
each Science, as Caſuiſtry, Sophiſtry, Sc. but nothing 

like wit; Opera alone ſupplying. its place. 

VER. id. ber Laureat! When I find my Name in 
* the ſatyrical works of this Poet, I never look upon it 
“as any malice meaut to me, butPRorITto HIMSELF, 
For he conſiders that my face is more &nozwn than moſt 
«« in the nation; and therefore à Lick at the Laureat will 
© be a ſure bait ad captandum vulg us, to catch little rea- 
„ ders.“ Life of Colley Cibber, chap. ii. 

Now if it be certain. that the works of our Poet have 
owed their ſucceſs to this ingenious expedient, we hence 
derive an unanſwerable Argument, that this Fourth Dvu x- 


6 The Dux CIA PD. Book IV. 
There ſoam'd rebellious Logic, gagg'd and bound, 
There, ſtript, fair Rher'ric languiſh'd on the ground; 
His blunted Arms by Sphi/try are born, 25 
And ſhameleſs Billingsgate her Robes adorn, 
Morality, by her falſe Guardians drawn, 

Chicane in Furs, and Caſuiſiry in Lawn, 

Gaſps, as they ſtraiten at each end the cord, 
And dies, when Dulneſs gives her Page the word. 30 
Mad Mätheſis alone was unconfin d.,. 

Too mad for mere material chains to bind, 

Now to pure Space lifts her extatick ſtare, 

Now running round the Circle, finds it ſquare. 


REMARKS. 


cia, as well as the former three, hath had the Au- 
thor's laſt hand, and was by him intended for the Preſs : 
Or elſe to what purpoſe hath he crowned it, as we ſee, 
by this finiſhing ſtroke, the profitaile: Lick at the Lau- 
reate? SCRIBL, 
VIX. 30.— gives her page the word] A Judge of 
this name, always ready to hang any man that comes be- 
fore him; of which he was ſuffer d to give a hundred 
miſerable examples during a long life, even to his dot- 
age. Tho' the candid Scriblerus imagined Page here 
to mean no more than a Page or Mute, and to allude to 
the cuſtom of ſtrangling State Criminals in Tarkey by 
Mutes or Pages. A practice more decent than that of 
our Pages, who, before ay hang any one, load him with 
reprexchial language. S CERIEBL. 
"Ver. 31 Mad Matheſis. ] Alluding to the ſtrange 
Concluſions ſome Mathematicians have dedaced from 


4 


Book IV "The DCA. 
But held in ten- fold bonds the J4uſes lie, 35 
Watch'd both by Envy's and by Flatt'ry's eye: 
There to her heart ſad Tragedy addreſt 


The dagger wont to pierce the Tyrant's breaſt pts 
But ſober Hiſtory reſtrain'd her rage, 
And promis'd Vengeance on a barb'rous age. 40 


RE MAR EK S. 


their principles concerning the real Quantity of Matter, 
the Reality of Space, &c. | 


Ven. 33.——pure Space] i. e. pure and defeecated 
from Matter. — extatick Stare, the action of men 


who look about with full aſſurance of ſeeing what 
does not exiſt, ſuch as thoſe who expe to find Space a 
real being. 83 325 [2 

Ver. 34. running round the Circle, finds it ſquare] 
Regards the wild and fruitleſs attempts of ſquaring 
the Circle, 55 | 
VIX. 36. Watch'd both by Envy's and by Flatt'ry's 

.] One of the Misfortunes falling on Authors, 

e 47 for ſubjecting Plays to the power of a Licenſer, 
being the falſe repreſentations to which they were expos d. 
from ſuch as either gratify'd their Envy to Merit, or 
made their Court to Greatneſs, by perverting general 
ix Ra againſt Vice into Libels on particular 

erſons. rn > r ] d 
Ve. 39. But fober Hiſtory.) Hiſtory attends on 
Tragedy, Satire on Comedy, as their ſubſtitutes in the 
diſcharge of their diſtin functions: the one in high life, 
recording the crimes and puniſhments. of the great; the 
other ,in low, expoling the vices or follies of the common 
People. But it may be aſked, How came H:/ory and 
Satire to be admitted with impunity to miniſter comfort 


. 


8 The Dux orA p. Book VI. 
There ſunk Thalia, nerveleſs, cold, and dead, 
Had not her Siſter Satyr held her head: BUR 


Nor could'ſt thou, Chetan. iis a tear refuſe, 
Thou wept ſt, and with thee wept each n, Muſe: 


"REMARKS. 


to the Muſes, even in the preſence of the Goddeſs, and in 
the midlt of all her triumphs? A queſtion, ſays Seriblerus, 
which we thus reſolve : Hiſtory was brought up in her 
infancy by Dulneſs herſelf; but being afterwards eſpouſ- 
ed into a noble houſe, ſhe forgot (as 1s uſual) the hamilt. 
ty of her birth, and the cares of her early friends. This 
occaſioned a long eftrangement between her and Dulneſs. 
At length, in proceſs of time, they met together in a 
Monks Cell, were reconciled, and became better friends 
than ever. After this they had a ſecond quarrel, but it 
held not long, and are now again on reaſonable terms, 
and ſo are like to continue. This accounts for the con- 
nivance ſhewn to Hiſtory cn this occaſion. But the 


boldneſs of 8a rIx E ſprings from a very different cauſe; 
for the reader ought to know, that ſhe alone of all the 


ffters is unconquerable, never to be ſilenced when truly 
inſpired and animated, as ſnould ſeem from above, for 
this very purpoſe, to oppoſe the Kingdom of Dulneſs to 
her laſt breath. | 

VIX. 43. Nor 611% thou, Ec] This Noble Per- 
Fog in the year 1737, When the AQ aforeſaid was brought 
into the Houſe of Lords, oppoſed it in an excellent ſpeech 
(fays Mr. Cibber ) © with a lively ſpirit, and uncom- 
mon eloquence.” . This ſpeech had the honour to be 
anſwered by the aid Mr. Cibber, with x lively ſpirit al- 
ſo, and in a manner very uncommon, 5n'the*'vitith Chap- 
ter _ * ao 22 _ es eee And here, gentle Reader, 


Book IV. The Dux cf Ap. 99 
When lo! 4. Harlot form ſoſt ſliding by, 4 
With mincing ſtep, ſmall voice, and languid eye; 
Foreign her air, her robe's diſcordant pride 
In patch-· work flutt'ring, and her head aſide: ag 
By ſinging Peers up- held on either hand. 
dhe tripp'd and laugh'd; too pretty muchto ſand & 50 | 
Caſt on the proſtrate Nine a ſcornful look, | 
Then thus in quaint:Recitativo:fpoke,'? ++ #11 
O Cara! Cara! ſilence all that train: 
| 1 oy to great Chaos] let Diviſion 1 reign: 


RRE NM AR K 5. 


wodkd 1 gladly inſert the other — 0 3 
mighteſt judge between them: but. I muſt deter it on ac: 
count of {ome differences not yet adjuſted between the 
ble Author and mien — thi rae: Reading of 
certain paſſages. SCAIBL, 

VER 45. Mben bt. a 2 form] Every Reader 
will fee, : that from this verſe to the 7th is a detached 
Piece. We ſuppoſe it rightly inſerted here, from what 
is ſaid of her caſting a ſcornful look oni the proſtrate 
Myufes: but if any one can ſhew us a properer place, weſball 
be obliged to him. The Attitude given to this Phantom 
repreſents the nature and genius of the Italian Opera: its 
affected airs, its effeminate ſounds, and the practice of 
patching up theſe Operas with favourite Songs, incohe- 
rently put together. Theſe things were n * 
ſubſcriptions of the Nobility. - . - 

VER. 54. —— 1 Diviſio on reign : 21 Alloding to the falſe 
taſte of playing tricks in Mufic with numberleſs divi- 
ſions, to the neglect of that harmony Which confarms to 


10 The Duve iA b. Book IV. 
Chromatic tortures ſoon ſhall drive them hence, 5 5 
Break all their nerves, and fritter all their ſenſe: 
One Trill ſhall harmonize joy, grief, and rage, 
Wake the dull Church, and lull the ranting Stage; 
To the ſame notes thy ſons ſnall hum, or ſnore, 
And all thy yawning daughters cry, encore. 60 
Another Pheebus, thy own Phoebus, reigns, 
Joys in my Jews and dances in my chains, 


"REMARK 6: 


d' 4 6.5 ' 
the Senſe, and 29586 to the paſſions. Mr. Handel had 
introduced a great number of Hands, and more variety 
of inſtruments into the Orcheftra, and employed even 
Drums and Cannon to make à fuller Chorus; which 
prov'd ſo much too manly for the fine Gentlemen of his 
age, that he was ebliged- to remove his Muſic into Je- 
Land. Aſter which they were reduced, for want of Com- 
8 panes, to practiſe the patch-work above-mentioned. 

'Ver: 55. Chromatit tortures.) That ſpecies of the an- 
cieut muſic called the Chromatic was a variation and im- 
beliſhment, in odd irregularities of the Diatonic kind. 
hey ſay it was invented about the time of Alexander, 
and that the raten forbad un as languid ad 
efeminate. | 

Ver. 58. Wake the dull Chuck, and lull the 
Staxe. J i. e. r the devotion of one by light and 
wanton airs; and ſubdue the 7 the other 2 reci - 
tative and ſing- ſong. 

3 59. ih own Pheobus ge-]! e 

© Taus jam regnat Apollo. : Vines! 

Not the ancient Phzbus, the God of Harmony, but a mo- 

m Pbæbus of French extraction, married to the Prin- 


Book IV. The Dunc1AD: 11 
But ſoon, ah ſoon Rebellion will commence, 
If Muſic meanly borrows aid from Senſe: | 
Strong in new Arms, lo! Giant Hanpzzs ſtands, 65 
Like bold Briareus, with a hundred hands; 
To ſtir, to rouze, to ſhake the Soul he comes, 
And Jove's own Thunders follow Mars's Drums. 
Arreſt him, Empreſs; or you fleep no more 
dhe heard, and drove him to th' Hibernian ſhore. 70 
And now had Fame's poſterior Trumpet blown, 
And all the Nations ſummon' d to the Throne. 
The young, the old, who feel her inward way, 
One inſtinct ſeizes, and tranſports away. hboc! 
None need a guide, by ſure Attraction led, 75 
And ſtrong e gravity of Head. 


ES. 


Janes 


m e ie 


vii Galimathia,; one of the handmaidsof Dulneſs, a * * 
aſſiſtant to Opera. Of whom ſee n. and. —— 
N of that nation | 20 
VX. 71 Fame; yofteriar Wanger Pofterior, wis 

ber ſecond or more certain Report: unleſs we imagine 
word poſterior to relate to the poſition of one ow mo _ 
Pets, according to Hudibras Oh if 2 

She blows not both with the ſame Wind,” 

But one before and one behind; 


And therefore modern Authors name 
One good, and t'other evil Fame. 


"ix a. 75. None need bh” ava I une want a re; 


i= TheDunxctav. Book IV. 
None want a place, for all their Centre found, 
Hung to the Goddeſs, and coher'd around. 
Not cloſer, orb in orb, conglob'd are ſeen | 
The buzzing Bees about their duſky Queen. 80 
anus! 22nd BI ABBY 111, N 
The ſons of Dulneſs want no inſtructors in ſtudy, not 
guides in life: they are their own maſters in all Sci- 
ences, and their own Heralds and introducers into 


VER. 76 to101:] It ought to be obſerved that here 
are three claſles in this aſſembly, The firſt, of men ab- 
ſolutely and avowedly dull, who naturally adhere to the 
Goddeſs, and are imaged in the ſimile of the Bees about 
their Queen. The ſecond, involuntarily. drawn to her, 
tho' not caring to own her influence; from verſe 81 to 
go. The third, of ſuch, as, tho' not members of her ſtate, 
yet advance her ſervice by flattering Dulneſs, cultivating 
miſtaken talents, patronizing vile ſeriblers, diſcouraging 
living merit, or ſetting up for wits, and Men of taſte in 
Arts they underſtand not; from verſe 91 to 101. In this 
new world of Dulneſs each of theſe three claſſes hath its 
appointed tation, as: beſt ſuits its nature, and concurs to 
the harmony of the Syſtem. The /, drawn only by 
the ſtrong and ſimple im pulſe of attraction, are repreſent- 
ed as falling directly down into her; as conglobed into 

her ſubſtance, and reſting in her centre: 
Al their centre found, 
Hung to the Goddeſs, and raber d around. | 
The ſecond, tho' within the ſphere of her attraction, yet 
having at the ſame time a projectile motion, they are car- 
ried, 'by the compoſition of theſe two, in planetary revo- 


Book IV. The Dunceran, 13 


The gath'ring number, as it moves along, 
Involves a vaſt involuntary throng, | 
Who gently drawn, and ſtruggling leſs and leſs,  _. 
Roll in her Vortex, and her pow'r confeſs. 


Not thoſe alone who paſſive own her laws, © 85 Y 


But who, weak rebels, more advance her cauſe. - / 


Whate'er of dunce in College or in Town _ 
Sneers at another, in toupee or gown ; 
Whate'er of mungril no one claſs admits, 


A wit with dunces, and a dunce with wits. ' 90 


Nor abſent they, no members of her ſtate, 


Who pay her homage in her ſons, the Great; 


Who falſe to Phoebus, bow the knee to Baal; 
Or impious, preach his Word without a call, 


| "RE NALES 
Jutions' round her centre, ſome nearer to it; ſome fur- 
ther off: 3 T 
Who gently drawn,” and ſtruggling leſs and leſs, 
Roll in her Vortex, and her pogo r confeſs. _ 
The. third are properly excentrical, and no conſtant mem- 


bers of her ftat? or ſyſtem. Sometimes at an immenſe di- 


ſtance from her influence, and ſometimes again almoſt on 


the ſurface of her broad effulgence. Their ute, in their Pe. 


tihelion, or neareſt approach to Dulneſs, is the fame in 
the moral World; as that of Comets in the natural, name- 
ly to refreſh and recreate the Dryneſs and decays of 
the ſyllem; in the manner marked out from 91 
Wen e SCRIPL, 
Ver. 93. ——falſ of I, Spoken of the an- 
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14 The DuxeiaD. Book IV. 


| Patrons, who ſneak from living worth to dead, 95 


With-hold the penſion, and ſet up the head ; 

Or veſt dull Flatt'ry in the ſacred Gown; 

Or give from fool to fool the Laurel crown. 

And (laſt and worſt) with all the cant of wit, 

Without the ſoul,” the Muſe's Hypocrit. 100 
There march'd the bard and blockhead, fide by ſide, 

Who rhym'd for hire, and patronig'd for pride. 

Narciſſus, prais'd with all a Parſon's power, 


. Look'd a white lilly ſunk beneath a ſhow'r. - © - 


There mov'd Montalto with ſuperior air; 105 
His ſtretchꝰd· out arm difplay'd a Volume fair; 
Courtiers and Patriots in two ranks divide, 
Thro' both he paſs d, and bow'd from fide to fide: 
But as in graceful act, with awful eye 
Campers! he ſtood, bold Benſon thruſt * *. 110 


REMARKS, 


cient and true Phebus, not the French Phebus, who hath 
no choſen Prieſts or Poets, but equally inſpires any man 


that pleaſeth to ſing or preach. ScRIBL. 


VER. 105. There mov'd Montalto.) An eminent perſon 
of Quality, who was about to publiſh a very pompous 
Edition of a great Author, vey much at his own ex- 
pence indeed. 

Vgs. 110.— bald Benſon.) This man didaaroered 
to raiſe himſelf to Fame by erecting monuments, ftrik- 
ing coins, and procuring tranſlations, of Milton; and 


Book IV. The Duncrav. 815 


On two unequal crutches propt he came, 

Milton's on this, on that one Johnſton's name. 

The decent Knight retir'd with ſober rage, 

«© What! no reſpect; he cry d, for Shakeſpear's page?” 

But (happy for him as the times went then 11 5 

Appear'd Apollo's May'r and Aldermen, | 

On whom three hundred gold-cap youths await, 

To lug the pond*rous volume off in ſtate. | 
When Dulnefs, {miling—** Thus revive the Wits! | 

But murder firſt, and mince them all to bits; 120 


As erſt Medea (cruel, ſo to fave ) - 


A new Edition of old Æſon gave. 
Let ftandard-Authors, thus, like trophies born, 
Appear more glorious as more hack'd and torn, - 


REMARKS, 


afterwards by a great paſſion for Arthur Fohnſton, a 
Scotch . "hes Verſion of the Pſalms, of which he 
printed many fine Editions. See more of him, Book iii. 
VeR. 119. Thus revive, &c.] The Goddeſs applauds 
the practice of tacking the obſcure names of Perſons not 
eminent in any branch of learning to thoſe of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed Writers ; either by printing Editions of 
their works with impertinent alterations of their Text, 


or by ſetting up Monuments diſgraced with their own vile 


names and inſcriptions. 
Ver. 122.——old ſon.) Of whom Ovid (very ap- 
plicably to theſe reſtored authors) 
| Zſon miratur, 
Diſſimilemque anim - ſubiii· - 
3 


16 The Dunc1ap. Book IV 

And you, my Critics ! in the checquer'd ſhade, 125 

Admire new light thro' holes yourſelves have made. 
Leave not a foot of verſe, a foot of ſtone, 

A Page, a Grave, that they can call their own ; 

But ſpread, my ſons, your glory thin or thick, 

On paſſive paper, or on ſolid brick. 130 , 
So by each Bard an Alderman hill fit. rn 
A heavy Lord ſhall hang at ev'ry Wit, | 

And while on Fame's triumphal Car they ride, 
Some Slave of mine be pinion'd to their fide. 
Now crowdson crowds around the Goddeſs preſs, 
Each eager to preſent the firſt Addreſs. 136 
Dunce ſcorning Dunce beholds the next advance, 
But Fop ſhews Fop ſuperior complaiſance. 
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VER. 128. A Page, a Grave.] For what leſs than a 
Grave can be granted to a dead author? or what leſs than 
a Page can be allow'd a living one? 
VxX. id. 4 Page.] Pagina, not Pediſſequus. A Page 
of a Book, not a Servant, Follower or Attendant; no 
Poet having had a Page fince the death of Mr, Thomas 
Ver. 131. So by each Bard an Alderman, &c. ] Vide 
the Tombs of the Poets, Editio Weſtmonaſterienſis. © 
Ver. 1378. Dunce ſcorning Dunce beholds the next 
advance, © Fn 3 
But Fop ſhews Fop ſuperior complai ſance.] | 
This is not to be aſerihed ſo much to the different man- 


— —— — — * 


Book IV. The Du n,c1 AD. | 17 


When lol a Spectre roſe, whoſe index-hand 
Held forth the Virtue of the dreadful wand; 140 


His beaver'd brow a birchen garland wears, | 
Dropping with Infant's blood, and Mother's tears. 
O'er ev'ry vein a ſhudd'ring horror runs 


Eton and Winton ſhake thro' all their Sons. | 
All Fleſh is humbled, Weſtminſter's bold race 145 
Shrink, and confeſs the Genius of the place : 


The pale Boy-Senator yet tingling ſtands, 
And holds his breeches cloſe with both his hands. 


REMARK S. 


ners of a Court and College, as to the different eſſe 
which a pretence to Learning, and a pretence to Wit, 
have on Blockheads. For as judgment conſiſts in finding 
out the differences in things, and wit, in finding out 
their likeneſſes, ſo the Dunce is all difcord and diſſenſi- 
on, and conſtantly buſied in reproving, examining, confu- 
ting, &c. while the Fop flouriſhes in 2 with Songs 
and Hymns of Praiſe, Addrefer, C ara@ers, Poiths- 
lamiums,. &C. 

VER. 140 —the dreadful avand] A Cane uſually born 
by Schoolmaſters, which drives the poor Souls about like 
-the wand of Mercury, | 

Ver. 148. And holds his breeches.] An effect of 
Fear ſomewhat like this is deſcribed in the viich TR, 


IMITATIO N 8. 
VER. 142. Dropping with Infant s blod, and Mother s 


tears. 


Firſi Moloch, dowd King, beſnear'd with blaed 
Of human ſacrifice, and parents tears; MIL x. 
| | + 


oh: - The Donera b. Bock IV. 
Then thus. Since Man from beaſt dy Words i is 


known, 
Words are Man's province, Words we teach alone. 
When Reaſon doubtſul, like the Samian letter, 1 51 
Points him two ways, the narrower is the better. 
Plac'd at the door of Learning, youth to guide, 


We never ſuffer it to ſtand too wide. ahh 


. nemus 
Et trepide matres preſſere kf prota natos, 


nothing being ſo natural in any apprehenſion, as to lay 
cloſe hold on whatever is ſuppos' Fo to be moſt in danger, 
But let it not be imagined the author would inſinuate 
theſe youthful Senators (tho' ſo lately come from ſchool) 
to be under the undue influence of any Maſter, 

VR. 151.— ike the Samian letter.] The letter v. 
uſed by Pythagoras as an emblem of che d roads 

of Virtue and Vice Perfius, + 


Et tibi que Samios diduxit litera ramos. 


VER. 153. Placdat the dur, &c.] This cireainſianes 
of the Genius Loci (with that of the Index-hand be- 
fore) ſeems to be an alluſion to the Table of Cebes, where 
the Genius of human Nature points out the road to be 
purſued by thoſe entering into life 02 Yigun 6 4. 
z nx Nen gl, T W Th Xaich, & Ty res waTeg 
Farxruwn Th os, Oaiumws xe ira, c. 

VER. 154. We never ſuffer it rr A 
pleaſant alluſion to the deſcription of che Door of Wiſ- 
dom in the Table of Cebes, "I ru fur. 


11117 


Book IV. The Do 't A D. $ 19 
To aſk, to gueſs, to know, as they commence, 155 
As Fancy opens the quick ſprings of Senſe, 
We ply the Memory, we load the brain, 
Bind rebel Wit, and double chain on chain, 
Confine the thought, to exerciſe the breath; r 
And keep them in the pale of Words till death. 1 60 
Whate'er the talents, or howe'er deſign'd, | 
We hang one jingling padlock on the mind : 
A Poet the firſt day he dips his quill ; 
And what the laſt ? a very Poet ſtill. WZ 
Pity ! the charm works only in our wall, 165 
Loſt, loſt too ſoon in yonder Houſe or Hall. 
There truant W yNDHAM ev'ry Muſe gave o wh 
There TALBOT ſunk, and was a Wit no more! 
How ſweet an Ovid, MuRrRay was our boaſt 
How many Martials were in PULT'NEY loſt! 17 70 
Elſe ſure ſome Bard, to our eternal praiſe, 
In twice ten oe rhyming ns: and ey 
* 6 2 


REMARKS. 


VIE. 159.— 5 exerciſe the breath] By Gee 
them to get the claſſic poets by heart, which furniſhes 
them with endleſs matter for Converſation, and Verbal 
amuſement for their whole lives. 

Ver. 162. We hang one jingling padlack, Kc.) For 
ene being uſed like Packhorſes and beaten on under a 
eavy load "of Words, leſt they ſhould tire, their Inftruc- 


tors contrive to make the Words jingle, in rhime or 
metre. 


— 


20 The Dvuxnciapr, Book IV. 
Had reach'd the Work, the All that mortal can; 
And South beheld that Maſter- piece of Man. 

Oh (cry'd the Goddeſs) for ſome pedantReign! 175 
Some gentle JaMEs, to bleſs the land again; 
To ſtick the Doctor's Chair into the Throne, 
Give law to Words, or war with Words alone, 
Senates and Courts with Greek and Latin rule, 
And turn the Council to a Grammar School! 180 


REMARK s. 


Ver. 1794. ——that Mafter-piece of Man.] viz. an Epi- 
gram. The famous Dr. South declared a perfect Epi- 
gram to be as difficult a performance as an Epic Poem. 
And the Critics ſay, ** an Epic Poem is the greateſt work 
% human nature is capable of,” 4 

VER. 176. Some gentle James, &c.] Wilſon tells us 
that this king, James the firlt, took upon himſelf to 
teach the Latin tongue to Car, Earl of Somerſet ; and 
that Gondomar the Spaniſh Ambaſſador would ſpeak 
falſe Latin to him, on purpoſe to give him the pleaſure 
of correcting it, whereby he wrought himſelf into his 
good graces. e N AKN 

This great Prince was the firſt who aſſumed the title of 
Sacred Majefly, which his loyal Clergy transferr'd from 
God to bim. The principles of Paſſive Obedience and 
«© Nonrefiſtance (ſays the Author of the Diſſertation on 
Parties, Letter VIII.) which before his time had ſculk'd 
<< perhaps in ſome old Homily, were talk'd, written, 
and preach'd into vogue in that inglorious reign.” . 
RE SH! | 2 : 1 
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Book IV. The Dunc1an. 21 
For ſure, if Dulneſs ſees a grateful Day, 


"Tis inthe ſhade of Arbitrary Sway. 
O!] it my ſons may learn one earthly thing, 


Teach but that one, ſufficient for a King ; 


REMARKS, 


if dulneſs fees a grateful day, 

"Tis in the ſhade of Arbitrary ſway.] 
And grateful jt is in Dulneſs to make this confeſſion. 
. TIT will not ſay ſhe alludes to that celebrated verſe of 
i” Claudian, 


———nunquam Libertas —— exſtat 
DPuam fab Rege pio 

But this I will ſay, that hs words Liberty and Monar- 
chy have been frequently confounded and miſtaken one 
for the other by the graveſt authors, I ſhould therefore 
conjecture, that che genuine reading of the forecited verſe 
Was thus, 


VER. 182. 


—nunquam Libertas Srerer exftat 


Duam ſub Lege pia 
and that Rege was the 3 only of Dulneſs herſelf: 
And therefore ſhe might allude to it. Scales. 


I judge quite otherwiſe of this paſſage: The genuine 
reading is Libertas and Rege: So Claudian gave it. But 
the error lies in the firſt verſe: It ſhould be Exit, not 
Exſtat, and then the meaning will be, that Liberty was 
never /oft, or went away with ſo good a grace, as under 
a a good King: it being without doubt a tenfold ſhame to 
Joſe it under a bad one. 

This farther leads me to animadvert upon a moſt grie- 
vous piece of nonſenſe to be found in all the Editions of 


"22 The Dux o TAD. Book IV. 
That which my Prieſts, and mine alone, maintain, 
Which as it dies, or lives, we fall, or reign* 186 
May you, may Cam, and Ifis preach it long! 
« The R16HT Divine of Kings togovern wrong.“ 
Prompt at the call, around the Goddeſs roll 

Broad hats, and hoods, and caps, a ſable ſhoal: 190 
Thick and more thick the black blockade extends, 
A hundred head of Ariſtotle's friends. 


REMARK s. 


the Author of the Dunciad himſelf. A moſt capital one 
it is, and owing to the confuſion, above mention'd by 
Scriblerus, of the two words Liberty and Monarchy. Eſſay 
on Crit. | wii | 
Nature, like Monarchy, is but reftrain'd 
By the ſame Laws herſelf at firſt ordain'd. 


Who ſees not, it ſhould be, Nature like Liberty ? Cor- 
rect it therefore repugnantibus omnibus, (even tho' the Au- 
thor himſelf ſhould oppugn) in all the impreſſions which 
have been, or ſhall be, made of his works. \BenTL. 
VER. 192. 4 hundred head of Ariflotle's friends.) The 
"Philoſophy of Ariſſotle had ſuffered a long diſgrace in this 
learned Univerſity : being firſt expelled by the Cartefian, 
which, in its turn, gave place to the Newtonian. But 
it had ali this while ſome faithful followers in ſecret, who 
never bowed the knee to Baal, nor acknowledged any 
ſtrange God in Philoſophy. Theſe, on this new appear- 
ance of the Goddeſs, come out like Confeſſors, and make 
an open profeſſion of the ancient faith, in the ip/e dixit 
of their Maſter. Thus far ScRIBLEBRVUsõV. 


Book IV. The Du NOA b. = 


Nor wert thou, Ifis ! wanting to the day, 1 
Thoꝰ Chriſt-· church long kept prudiſhly away.] 


RRE M AR K 8. 


But che learned Mr. Colley Cibber takes the i 
quite otherwiſe ; and that this warious fortune of Ariſtotle 
relates not to his natural, but his moral Philoſophy. For 
ſpeaking of that Univerſity in his time, he fays, they 
ſeemed to have as implicit a Reverence for Shakeſpear. and 
Fohnſon, as formerly for the ETa1cs of Ariſtotle. See his 
Life, p. 385. One would think this learned profeſſor had 
miſtaken Ethics for Phyfics ; unleſs he i imagine the Morals 
too were grown into diſuſe, from the relaxation they ad- 
mitted of during the time he mentions, wiz, while Je 
and the Players were at Oxford, 

Ibid. 4 hundred head, &c.] It appears by this the 
Goddeſs has been careful of een up a Succeſſion, ac- 
cording to the rule, | 


Semper enim refice': ac ne poſt amiſſa requiras, 
_ Anteveni; et ſobolem armento fortire quotannis. 


It is remarkable with what dignity the Poet here Jeſeribes 
the friends of this ancient Philoſopher. ' Horace does not 


obſerve the ſame decorum with regard to thoſe of another 


ſect, when he ſays, Cum ridere voles Epicuri de grege 
borcum. But the word Drove, Armentum, here under- 
ſtood, is a word of honour, as the moſt noble Feſtus the 

rammarian aſſures us, Armentum id genus pecoris appel- 
latur, quodeft idoneum opus armorum. And alluding to 


the temper of this war{ke breed, our poet very appolite- 


ly calls them a hundred head. Seni. 
VeR. 194. Tho' Chrift-church] This line is doubtleſs 


V's, 
| 


24 The Duve rA. Book IV, 
Each ſtaunch Polemic, ſtubborn as a rock, 195 
Each kerce Logician, ſtill expelling Locke, 
Came whip and ſpur, and daſnh'd thro? thin and thick 
On German Crouzaz, and Dutch Burgerſdyck. 
As many quit the ſtreams that murm'ring fall 
To lull the ſons of Marg'ret and Clare-hall, 200 
Where Bentley late tempeſtuous wont to ſport 
In troubled waters, but now ſleeps in Port, 


| REMARKS. LT 
ſpurious, and foiſted in by the impertinence of the Editor: 
and accordingly we have put it between Hooks. For I 
affirm this College came as yearly as any other, by its 
proper Deputies ; nor did any College pay homage to 
Duineſs in its Whole body. oh manns BenTL. 
VER. 196. —flill expelling Locke, ] In the year 1703 
there was a meeting of the heads of the Univerſity of 
Ox ford to cenſure Mr. Locke's Eſſay on Human Under- 
ſtanding, and to forbid the reading it. 
VEX . 198. On German Crouzaz and Dutch Burgerſ- 
dyck ] Thete ſeems to be an improbability that the Doc- 
tors and Heads of Houſes ſhonld ride on horſe-· back, who 
of late days, being gouty or unwieldy, have kept their 
coaches. But theſe are horſes of great ſtrength, and fit 
to carry any weight, as their German and Dutch extrac- 
tion may manifeſt; and very famous, we may conclude, 
being honour'd with Names, as were the horſes Pegaſus 
and Bucephalus, e ks ne 
VIX. 199.— be Streams.] The River Cam, run- 
ning by the walls of theſe Colleges, which are particular- 
ly fa 


mous for their ſki in Piſputation. 
VER. 202,— /leps in Port.) viz. “ now retired in- 


Book IV. The Duweray: 25 
Before them march'd that awful Ariſftarch 5 
Plow'd was his front with many a deep Remark : - 
His Hat, which never vail'd to human pride, 205 
Walker with rev'rence took, and laid afide. © 
Low bow' d the reſt: He, kingly, did but nod ; 3 

So upright Quakers pleaſe both Man and God. 
Miſtreſs ! diſmiſs that rabble from your throne : 
Avaunt—is Ariſtarchus yet unknown 210 


REMARKS. 


10 to harbour, after the tempeſts that had long agitated 
% his ſociety.” So Scribl/erus. But the learned Scipro 
Maffei underſtands it of a certain Wine called Port, from 


O porto a city of Portugal, of which this Profeſſor invited 


him to drink abundantly. SCIP. Ms PF, an 


nibus Academicis. 
© Vets. 205. His Hat, &c. . upright Quakers thaſe 
Both Man 7 God.] The Hat-worſhip, as the Quakers 
call it, is an abomination to that ſect: yet, where it is ne- 
ceſſary to pay that reſpect to man (as in the Courts of Juf- 
tice and Houſes. of Parliament) they have, to avoid of- 
fence and yet not violate their conſcience, permitted other 
people to uncover them. 0 

| Vs R. 210. ' Ariflarchus.) A famous Commentator 


1 
 IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 207. He, kingly, did but ms Milton, 
— He, eh e his ——— | 
Declin'd not 
VER. 210.7: Aich a wie, | 
Sic notus Ulyſſes? ? b le Pirg. 
Doft thou not feel me, — Ben Johnſon. 
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26 Ihe 8 Book IV 
Thy mighty Scholiaſt, whoſe unweary'd pains 
Made Horace.dull, and humbled Milton! 1 
Turn what they will to Verſe, their toil; is vain, 7 
Critics like me ſhall, 1 make i it Proſe again. 2214 
Roman and Greek Grammarians] know Nour Better: ; 
Author of ſomething, yet more great than Letter; 
While tow'ring o'er your Alphabet, like i "Tf 


Stands our Digamma, and o er- tops them all. 
Tis true, on Words i is ſtill our whole debate, 


Diſgutes of 223 or Te, of aut or t, ©: 608 
n——_ TBS Ig nt nd. 
and W of. Homer, whoſe name has bom frequent- | 
ly uſed to fignify a ſevere Critig. 


VIER. 217, 218. While tow'ring o er pour Abbbabe like 
Saul, Stands our,Digamma—] Alludes to the boaſted re- 
ſtoration of the olic Digamma, in his long projected 
Edition of Homer. He calls it ſomething more than Let- 
ter, from the enormous. figure it would make among 
the other letters, being oye Gamma ſeq n the ſhoulders 
of another. 1548903 10 10 
VIX. 212—of Me « or Te. J It aA ſerious diſpute, 

about which the learned were much divided, and ſome 
treatiſes written : Had it been about Menn or Tuum i ©. 


reh Mt 02 


VER 215. | Me and Greek Grathmdtians, Kc. 
Imitated from Propertius ſpeaking of the Æueid. 


ys edite, Romani feriptores, cedite \ ut 1 2 
N —— Err OR Lua. — 


W 
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Book IV. The Duwetay. 27 
To ſound or ſink in cano, O or A, } ects 


Or give up Cicero to C or K. 
Let Freind affect to ſpeak as Terence ſpoke, 


And Alſop never but like Horace joke: p 
For me, what Virgil, Pliny may deny, ” . 
Manilius or Solinus ſhall ſupply : - 

For Attic Phraſe in Plato let them ſeek, 

J poach in Suidas for unlicens'd Greek. 

In ancient Senſe if any needs will deal, 

Be ſure I give them Fragments, not a Meal; 230 


REMARK s. 


could not be more conteſted than whether at the end 
of the firſt Ode of Horace, to read, Me doctarum hederæ 
premia frontium, or, Te dofarum LAGS | 

By this the learned Scholiaſt would ſeem to. inſinuate 
that the diſpute was not about meum and tuum; which is a 
miſtake, for, as a venerable Sage obſerveth, wordt are the - 
counters of wiſe Men, but the Money of fools. So that we 
ſee their property was indeed concerned. SCRIBL. 

Ven. 222. Or give ap Cicero to C or K. ] Gramma- 
tical diſputes about the manner of pronouncing Ciceros 
name. 

VER. 223. Friend, Alſep—] Dr. Robert Freind, maſ- 
ter of Weſtminiter-ſchool, a canon of Chriſt-church— 
Dr. Anthony Alſop, a happy imitator of the Hora- 
tian ſtyle, . | 

VER. 226 Manilius or Solinus ] Some Critics having 
had it it their choice to comment either on Virgil or Ma- 

_ nilius, Pliny or Solinus, have choſen the worſe author, 
the more — to diſplay 2 critical capacity. 
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28 The DvuncrianD. Bock IV. 

What Gellius or Stobæus haſh'd before, 

Or chew'd by blind old Scholiaſts o'er and e' er. 

The critic Eye, that microſcope of Wit, 

Sees hairs and pores, examines bit by bit: | 

How parts relate to parts, or they to whole, 235 

The body's harmony, the beaming ſoul, 

Are things which Kuſter, Burman, Waſſe ſhall ſee, 
When Man's whole frame is obvious to a Flea. 


REMARK 68. 

Ver. 228, &c. Suidas, Gellius, Stobzus ] The firſt 
a Dictionary- writer, a collector of impertinent facts and 
barbarous words; the ſecond a minute Critic; the third 
an author, who gave his Common - place book to the pub- 
lic, * we happen to find much Mince-meat of old 
books. | | 8. 
VIXX. 255 Or chew'd by blind old Schaliafls ver and 
er.] Theſe taking the ſame things eternally from the 
mouth of one another. Feel LO.” 
Ven. 237.—Kufter, Burman.] Much wiſer Critics 
than Dennis and Gil/den; celebrated in the foregoing 
Book, who became the public Scorn by a mere miſtake. 
of their talents. They would needs turn Critics of their 
own Country men (juſt as Ariſtotle and Longinus did of 
theirs) and diſcourſe upon the beauties and defects of 
compoſition : **© How parts. relate to parts, and they to 
whole; The Bodys harmony, the beaming Soul.” Where- 
as had they followed the Example of theſe Micreſcopes 
Fruit, Kuſter, Burman, and their followers, in erbal 
Criticiſm on the learned Languages, their acuteneſs and 
induſtry might have raiſed them a name equal to the 


Book IV. The Do v er Ay. 29 
Ah, think not, Miſtreſs | more true Dulneſs lies 

In Folly's Cap, than Wiſdom's grave diſguiſe. 240 

Like buoys, that never fink into the flood, 

On Learning's ſurface we but lie and nod. 


REMARK s. 


moſt famous of the Scholiaſts, We can therefore but la- 
ment the late Apoſtaſy of the Prebendary of Rocheſter, 
who beginning in ſo good atrain, has now turned ſhort 
to write Comments on the FIR #-s1DE and DREams 
upon Shakeſpear ; where we find the Spirit of Oldmixon, 
Gildon, and Dennis, all revived in his belaboured Obſer- 
vations. | | eit. 
Here, Scriblerus! in this affair of the Fi RE-s1DR, I 
want thy uſual candour. It is true Mr. Upton did write 
notes upon it; but with all honour and good faith, He 
took it to be a Panegyric on his Patron. This it is to 
have to do with Wits ; a commerce unworthy a Scholiaſt 
of fo ſolid learning. 1 ARIST. 
Ver. 239, 240. Ab, think not Miſtreſs, Ic. In Fol. 
, Cap &c.—}] By this it would ſeem the Dunces and 
Fops mentioned y. 139, 140, had a contention of rivalſhip 
for the Goddeſs's favour on this great day. Thoſe got 
the ſtart, but theſe make it up by their Spokeſman in 
the next ſpeech, It ſeems as if Ariſtarchus here firſt ſaw 
him advancing with his fair Pupil. | 
VS. 241; 242. Like buoys, &c. On Learning's for- 
Face, Ce. ] So that the ſtation of a Profeſſr is only a kind 
of legal Noticer to inform us where the ſhatter'd hulk of 
Learning lies at anchor; which after ſo long unhappy na- 
vigation, and now. without either Maſter or Patron, we 
may wiſh, with Horace, * there ſtill: 
2 


30 The Dvnc1aD. Book IV. 
Thine is the genuine head of many a houſe, 

And much Divinity without a N8;. 

Nor could a BAR RO Ww work on ev'ry block, 245 
Not has one ATTERBURY ſpoil'd the flock. 


REMARKS, 


Mone wvides, ut 
Mudum remigio latus? 
n tibi ſunt integra lintea ; 
Nen Di, quos iterum preſſa woces mali. 
Duanwvis pontica pinus, 
Sylvæ filia nobilis, 
Jadles et genus, et nomen inutile. —SCRIBL. 


VER. 244. And much Divinity a” Neds.] A. 


word much affected by the learned Ariſtarchus in com- 


mon converſation, to ſignify Genius or natural acumen. 


But this paſſage has a farther view: Novg was the Platonic 
term for Mind, or the firſt Cauſe, and that ſyſtem of 
Divinity is here hinted at which terminates in blind Na- 
ture without a Ne8;: ſuch as the Poet afterwards de- 
ſcribes (ſpeak ing of the dreams of one of theſe later 
Platoniſts) ; 


Or that bright Image to our — draws, . 
Which Theocles in raptur'd Viſion ſaw, 
That Nature — &c. 


"Ver. 245, 246. Barrow, Atterbury,] Iſaac Barrow 


Maſter of Trinity, Francis Atterbury Dean of Chriſt- 

church, both great Genius's and eloquent Preachers; one 
more converſant in the ſublime Geometry, the other in 
claſſical Learning ; but who equally made it their care to 
advance the Polite Arts in their ſeyeral Societies, 


4 


K 


6 
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Book IV. The Dunceray: 31 
See! ſtill thy own, the heavy Canon roll, 
And Metaphyſic ſmokes involve the Pole. 


REMARK s. 


VER. 247.—the heavy Canon.] Canon here, if ſpoken 
of Artillery, is in the plural number; if of the Canons of 
the Houſe, in the ſingular, and meant only of one: in 
which caſe I ſuſpect the Pole to be a falſe reading, and. 
that it would be the Poll, or Head of that Canon. It 
may be objected, that this is a mere Paranomaſia or Pun : 
But what of that? Is any figure of Speech more appoſite 
to our gentle Goddeſs, or more frequently uſed by her ? 


Doubtleſs it better ſuits the Character of Dulneſs than 


that of an Angel; yet Mz/ton fear'd not to put a conſide- 
rable quantity into the mouths of his. It hath indeed been 
obſerved, that they were the Devil's Angels, as if he did 
it to ſuggeſt the Devil was the Author as well of falſe 
Wit as of falſe Religion, and that the Father of Lies was 
alſo the Father of Puns. But this is idle: it muſt be 
own'd a Chriſtian practice, uſed in the primitive times 
by ſome of the Fathers, and in later by moſt of the Sons 
of the Church, *till the debauch'd reign of Charles the 
ſecond, when the ſhameful Paſſion for Vit overthrew 
every thing: and even then the beſt Writers admitted it, 
provided it was obſcene, uuder the name of the Double 
entendre. | |  SCRIBL. 
VER. 248. And Metapbyſie ſmokes, &c.—] Here the 
learned Ariſtarchus ending the firſt member of his ha- 
rangue in behalf of Words; and entering on the other 
halt which regards the teaching of Things ; very artfully 
connects the two parts in an encomium on Mg Tayay- 


S1Cs, a kind of Midale nature between words and things: 


32 The D v Y C14D, Book IV. 
For thee we dim the eyes, and ſtuff the head 
With all ſuch reading as was never read: 250 
For thee explain a thing till all men doubt it, 
And write about it, Goddeſs, and about it: 
So ſpins the filk-worm ſmall its lender ſtore, 
And labours till it clouds itſelf all o'er. 
What tho* we let ſome better fort of fool 255 
Thrid ev'ry ſcience, run thro ev'ry ſchool? 


REMARKS. 


communicating, in its obſcurity with Sub/ance, and in its 
emptineſs with Names. dg SCRIBL. 
VER. 265 to 271. What thi' ave let ſome better fort of 
fool, He.] Hitherto Ariftarchus hath diſplayed the art of 
teaching his Pupils words, without things, He ſhews 
greater {kill in what follows, which 1s to teach things, 
without profit. For with the better fort of fool the firſt 
- expedient is, 7 254 to 258, to run him fo ſwiftly 
through the circle of the Sciences that he ſhall ftick at 
nothing, nor nothing ſtick with him ; and though ſome 
little, both of words and things, ſhould by chance be ga- 
thered up in his paſſage, yet he ſhews, Y 259 to 261, that 
it is never more of the one than juſt to enable him to per- 
ſecute wwith Rhyme, or of the other than to plague avith 
Diſpute. But, if after all, the Pupil will needs learn a 
Science, it is then provided by his careful directors, y. 
261, 226, that it ſhal] either be ſuch as he can never enjoy 
when he comes out into life, or ſuch as be will be obliged 
to divorce. And to make all ſure, Y 263 to 267, the uſe- 
lef; or pernicious Sciences, thus taught, are ſtill applicd 


perverſely ; the may of Wit petriſied in Euclid, or trams * 


Book IV. The DUncr1av. 33 
Never by tumbler thro? the hoops was ſhown 

Such {kill in paſſing all, and touching none. 

He may indeed (if ſober all this time) 

Plague with Diſpute, or perſecute with Rhyme. 260 
We only furniſh what he cannot uſe, | 
Or wed to what he muſt divorce, a Muſe: 

Full in the midſt of Euclid dip at once, 

And petrify a Genius to a Dunce: 


REMARK Ss. 


melled in Metaphyſics ; and the man of Judgment mar- 
ried, without his parents conſent, to a Mx/e. Thus far 
the particular arts of modern Education, uſed partially, 
and diverſified according to the Subject and the Occaſion : 
But there is one general Method, with the encomium of 
which the great Ariſtarchus ends his ſpeech, # 267 to 
270, and that is AUTHORITY, the univerſal Cement, 
which fills all the cracks and chaſms of Iiſeleſ matter, 
ſuts up all the pores of living ſubſtance, and brings all 
human minds to one dead lewel. For if Nature ſhould 
chance to ſtruggle through all the entanglements of the 
foregoing ingenious expedients to Sind rebel wit, this elaps 
upon her one ſure and entire cover. So that well may Ariſ- 
tarchus defy all human power to get the Man out again 
from under ſo impenetrable a cruſt. The Poet alludes 
to this Maſter. piece of the Schools in y 501, where he 
ſpeaks of Vaſſals to a name. | 
Ver. 264.—fetrify a Genius] Thoſe who have no Ge- 
nius, employ'd in works of imagination ; thoſe who haye, 
in abſtract ſciences. | | | 
ROY O4 


24 The Dvunc1av. Book IV. 
Or ſet on Metaphyſic ground to prance, - 265 
Show all his paces, not a ſtep advance. 
With the ſame CEMEN T, ever ſure to bind, 

We bring to one dead level ev*ry mind. 

Then take him to devellop, if you can, 

And hew the Block off, and get out the Man. 270 
But wherefore waſte I words? I ſee advance 
Whore, Pupil, and lac'd Governor from France, 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 270. And hew the Block off, ] A notion of A- 
riſtotle, that there was originally in every block of mar- 
ble, a Statue, which would appear on the removal of the 
ſuperfluous parts. 25 ; 

VII. 272. lac'd Governor.] Why lcd? Becauſe 
Gold and Silver are neceſſary trimming to denote the 
dreſs af a perſon of rank, and the Governor muſt be ſup- 
poſed ſo in foreign countries, to be admitted into Courts 
and other places of fair reception. But how comes Ariſt- 
archus to know by ſight that this Governor came from 
France? Know ? why, by the laced coat. SCRIBIL., 
_ Vx. id. Whore, Pupil, and lac d Governor.) Some 
Critics have objected to the order here, being of opinion 
that the Governor ſhoald have the precedence before the 
Whore, if not before the Pupil. But were he ſo placed, 
it might be thought to infinuate that the Governor led 
the Pupil to the Whore: and were the Pupil placed firſt, 
he might be ſuppoſed to lead the Governor to her. But 
our impartial Poet, as he is drawing their Picture, repre- 
ſents them in the order in which they are generally ſeen 
namely, the Pupil between the Whore and the Governor: 


Book IV. The Dun iA Dp: 35 
Walker; our hat — nor more he deign'd to ſay, 
But, ſtern as Ajax' ſpectre, ſtrode away. 2 0 
In flow d at once a gay embroider'd race, 275 

And titt'ring puſh'd the Pedants off the place: 
Some would have ſpoken, but the voice was drown'd 
By the French horn, or by the op'ning hound. 
The firſt came forwards, with as eaſy mien, | 
As if he ſaw St. James's and the Queen. 280 


RE MAR Es. | 
but placeth the Whore firſt, as ſhe uſually governs both 
the other. SCRIBL, 

VER. 274. But flern as Ajax ppectre, flrode away.] 
See Hom, Odyſſ. xi. where the Ghoſt of Ajax turns ſullen- 
ly from Ulyſſes the Traveller, who had ſucceeded againſt 
him in the diſpute for the Arms of Achilles. There had 
been the ſame contention between the Travelling and the 
Uni verſity Tutor for the Spoils of our young Heroes; and 
faſhion adjudged it to the former. So that this might 
well occalion the ſullen dignity in departure which Lon- 
ginus ſo much admired, | | Scalix. 

Ver. 280. 4s if be ſaw St. James's.] Reflecting on 
the diſreſpectful and indecent Behaviour of ſeveral for- 
ward young Perſons in the Pretence, ſo offenſive to all ſe- 
rious men, and to none more than the good Scriblerus. 

VER. id. The firſt came forward, &c.) This Forward- 
| neſs or Pertneſs is the certain Conſequence, when the 
Children of Dulneſs are ſpoiled by too great fondneſs and 
indulgence ; as was probably the caſe of this her accom- 


IMITATIONS. 


VER. 276. And litt ring puſ d, &c.] 3 
Riatat et pulſet laſci va decentius ætas. Hor. 


36 The Duneriap. Book IV. 
When thus th' attendant Orator begun. 
Receive, great Empreſs ! thy accompliſh'd Son: 
Thine from the birth, and ſacred from the rod, 

A dauntleſs infant ! never ſcar d with God. 


REMARKS. 

pliſb d Son. It is not to be thought ſtrange therefore that 
over-much careſſing ſhould make even Dulneſs herſelf 
Pert, eſpecially in her Youth ; tho' her only natural ala- 
crity was in finking, or towards Gravity; ſhe being indeed, 
as the Poet in the ſame Place obſerves, 

Groſs as her Sire, and as her Mother grave. ScxIBL. 

Ver. 283.—th attendant Orator.] The Governor a- 
boveſaid. The Poet gives him no particular name; be- 
ing unwilling, I preſume, to offend or do injuſtice to any, 
by celebrating one only, with whom this character agrees, 
in preference to ſo many who equally deſerve it. Se & 1B L. 
VIX. 284. 4 dauntleſs Infant! never ſcar d with 
God.] i. e. brought up in the enlarged principles of mo- 
dern Education; whoſe great point is to keep the infant- 
mind free from the prejudices of Opinion, and the grow- 
ing Spirit unbroken by terrifying Names. Amongſt the 
happy conſequences of this reformed diſcipline, it is not 
the leaſt that we have never afterwards any occafion for 
the Prieſt, whoſe trade, as a modern wit informs us, is 
only to finiſh what the nurſe began, Sci. 


| IMITATION S. 
VER. 284. Adauntleſs Infant] never ſcar d with God.] 


Hor. 
ne Dis aninoſus Infans.] 
ch | 


— 


Book IV. The Dux TA p. 2 37 


The Sire ſaw, one by one, his Virtues wake: 288 


The Mother begg'd the bleſſing of a Rake. 

Thou gav'f that Ripeneſs, which fo ſoon began, 
And ceas'd ſo ſoon, he ne'er was Boy, nor Man. 
Thro' School and College, thy kind cloud o'ercaft, 
Safe and unſeen the the young AEneas paſt: 290 
Thence burſting glorious, all at once let down, 
Stunn'd with his giddy Larum half the town. 
Intrepid then, o'er ſeas and lands he flew : 

Europe he ſaw, and Europe ſaw him too. 


REMARKS 


| Veg. 288.— be er was Boy nor Man] Nature 
hath beſtowed on the human ſpecies two ſtates or condi- 
tions, Infancy and Manhood. Wit ſometimes makes the 


firſt diſappear, and Folly the latter; but true Dulneſs 


annihilates both. For, want of apprebenfion in Boys, not 
ſuffering that conſcious ignorance and inexperience which 
produce the awkward baſhfulneſs of youth, makes them 
aſſured; and want of imagination makes them grave. But 
this gravity and aſſurance, which is beyond boyhood, be- 
ing neither wiſdom nor knowledge, do never reach to 
manhood. | SCRIBL. 


Ver. 282.—unſeen the young Eneas paſt, 
Thence burſting glorious.) See Virg. En. 1. 


At Venus obſcuro gradientes aere ſepfit, 

Et multo nebulæ circum Dea fudit amictu, 

Cernereè ne quis eos ;—1. neu quis contingere poſit; 
2. Molirive moram aut 3. veniendi poſcere cauſas, 
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38 The Dunciapr. Book IV. 
There all thy gifts and graces we diſplay, 395 
Thou, only thou, directing all our way 

c To where the Seine, obſequious as ſhe runs, 
Pours at great Bourbon's feet her ſilken ſons ; 

Or Tyber, now no longer Roman, rolls, | 
Vain of Italian Arts, Italian Souls: 300 
To happy Convents, boſom'd deep in vines, 
Where ſlumber Abbots, purple as their wines: 

To Iles of fragrance, lilly- ſilver'd vales, 

Diffuſing languor in the panting gales: 

To lands of ſinging, or of dancing ſlaves, 305 
Love-whiſp'ring woods, and lute-reſounding waves. 
But chief her ſhrine where naked Venus keeps, 

And Cupids ride the Lyon of the Deeps; 

Where, eas'd of Fleets, the Adriatic main 

Wafts the ſmooth Eunuch and enamour'd ſwain. 310 
Led by my hand, he ſaunter'd Europe round, 

And gather'd ev'ry Vice on Chriſtian ground; 


REMARKS. 


Where he enumerates the cauſes why his mother took this 
care of him: to wit, 1. that no body might touch or 
correct him: 2. might ſtop or detain him: 3. examine 
bim about the progreſs he had made, or ſo much as gueſs 
why he came there. | | 
VER. 303.—Lilly filver'd Vales.] Tuberoſes, 
VER. 308. And Cupids ride the Lyon of the Deeps.) 
The winged Lyon, the Arms of Venice. This Repub- 
lic heretotore the moſt conliderable in Europe for her 


Book IV. The Dux 1A p. 39 
Saw ev'ry Court, hear'd ev' ry King declare 
His royal Senſe, of Op'ra's or the Fair; 


The Stews and Palace equally explor d, e 31 5 


Intrigu'd with glory, and with ſpirit whor'd ; - © 
Try'd all hors- euvres, all ligueurs defin'd, | 
Judicious drank, and greatly-daring din'd ; 

Dropt the dull lumber of the Latin ſtore, 

Spoil'd his own language, and acquir'd no more; 320 


All Claſſic learning loſt on Claſſic ground; * 


And laſt turn'd Air, the Echo of a Sound! 


See now, half- cur d, and perfectly well-bred, 
With nothing but a Solo in his head, 


REMARK s. 


Naval Force and the extent of her Commerce now 1l-. 


luſtrious for her Carnivals. 


VIX. 318.—greath daring din d.] It being 1 no 
ſmall riſque to eat thro thoſe extraordinary compoſitions, 


whoſe diſguis'd ingredients are generally unknown to the 


gueſts, and highly inflammatory and unwholeſome. 


VIER. 322. And laſt turn d Air, the Echo a Sound ] 


Yet leſs a Body than Echo itſelf ; for Echo reflects Senſe 
or Words at leaſt, this Gentleman only Airs and Tunes. 


So that this was not a Metamorphoſis either in one or the 
other, but only a Reſolution of the Soul.into its true Prin- 
ciples, its real Eſſence being Harmony; according to the 
Doctrine of Orpheus, the inventor of Opera, who firſt 
performed to a ſelect aſſembly of Beaſt. Scrap. 


| Ver. 324. #ith nothing but a Solo in bis head.) With 


* 
© 
Py © #7 wc) O74, »* > 
1 r 5 
. 2 1 I 


\ 2 14 4 * 1 5 * _ — 
wr — r — 1 — - - "—— J * * 
we "ER. cr 6— 7 — 0, — 2 — > — * P W» ® >, 


We rs "=" 4 


4% The Done Ab. Bock IV. 
As much Eſtate, and Principle, and Wit, 32 5 
As Janſen, Fleetwood, Cibber ſhall think fit; 
Stol'n from a Duel, follow'd by a Nun, 

And, if a Borough chuſe him, not undone ; 

See, to my country happy I reſtore _ 
This glorious Youth, and add one Venus more, 330 
Her too receive (for her my ſoul adores) + 
So may the ſons of ſons of ſons of whores - 

Prop thine, O Empreſs !like each neighbour Throne, 
And make a long Poſterity thy own. 


e R EMARKS. 
nothing but a Seb? Why, if it be a 89/4, how ſhould 
there be any thing elſe? Palpable Tautology ! Read 
boldly an Opera, which is enough of conicience for ſuch 
a head as has loſt all its Latin. ""SCRrIBL. 

VER 326.—Fanſen, Fleetwood, Cibber.] Three ve- 
ry eminent perſons, all Managers of Plays; who, tho 
not Governors by profeſhon, had, each in his way, con- 
cern'd themſelves in the Education of youth; and regu- 
- lated their Wits, their Morals, or their Finances, at that 
period of their age which is the moſt important, their en- 
trance into the polite worx ltc. 

VER. 331. Her too receive, &c.] This confirms what 
the learned Scriblerus advanced in his Note on Y. 272, 
that the Governor, as well as the Pupil, had a particular 

intereſt in this lady. | | 
| | | 
wi INMITATIOVS. 
Ver. 324. So may the ſons of ſons, &c.] Virg. 


Ft nati natorum, et qui naſcentur ab illis. '2 
En. ili. 


Book IV; The Dunc1a dvd. 41 
Pleas'd, ſhe accepts the Hero, and the Dame, 335 

Wraps in her Veil, and frees from ſenſe of Shame. 
Then look'd, and ſaw a lazy, lolling ſort, 

Unſeen at Church, at Senate, or at Court, 

Of ever-liſtleſs Loit*rers, that attend 

No Cauſe, no Truſt, no Duty, and no Friend. 340 

Thee too, my Paridel ! ſhe mark'd thee there, 

Stretch'd on the rack of a too eaſy chair, 

And heard thy everlaſting yawn confeſs 

The Pains and Penalties of Idleneſs. | 

She pity'd ! but her Pity only ſhed 345 

Benigner influence on thy nodding head. 
But Annius, crafty Seer, with ebon wand, 

And well diſſembled em'rald on his hand, 


4 Remarks, 


VER. 341. Thee too, my Paridel!] The poet 8 to 
ſpeak of this young gentleman with great affection. The 


name is taken from Spenſer, who gives it to a wandring . 
Courtly Squire, that travelbd about for the ſame reaſon, 


for which many young Squiresarenow fond of * 
and eſpecially to Paris. Faery Queen. | 


VER. 342, &c. Stretch'd on the Rack 
And heard, &c.] Virg: En. vi. 


-_ *. Sedet, æternumque ſedebit, 
' Tnfelix Theſeus, e miſerrimus omnes 
 Admonett— © v 


Ver. 347. Annius.] The name taken from Annius 
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42 The Dunciavr. Book IV. 
Falſe as his Gems, and canker'd as his Coins, 
Came, cramm'd with capon,from where Pollio dines. 
Soft, as the wily Fox is ſeen to creep, „3351 
Where baſk on ſunny banks the ſimple ſheep, | 
Walk round and round, now prying here, now there; 
So he; put pious, whiſper'd firſt his pray r. 
Grant, gracious Goddeſs | grant me ſtill to cheat, 
O may thy cloud ſtill cover the deceit! 356 
Thy choicer miſts on this aſſembly ſhed, Lin! 
But pour them thickeſt on the noble . is 
So ſhall each youth, aſſiſted by our eyes, ot 
See other Cæſars, other Homers riſe; 360 
Throꝰ twilight ages hunt th* Athenian fowl, _ 
Which Chalcis Gods, and mortals call an Owl, 


REMARK 8. 


the Monk of Viterbo, famous for many Impoſitions and 
Forgeries of ancient manuſcripts and inſcriptions, which 
he was prompted to by mere vanity, but our Annius 1 
a more ſubſtantial motive. 


VIX. 355. Grant me e fill to cheat ! 
O may thy chud flill cover the deceit ! J 
Hor. Da, pulchra Lawerna, * 
Da mihi fallere vw 
Noctem peccatis et framdibur objice nubem. © 
VV X. id.—ſtill 7 cheat,] Some read till, but that 
is frivolous, for Annius hach that ſkill already; or if he 
had not, Hill were not wanting to cheat ſuch perſons. 
BenTL, 


vir. 361,——bunt 19 Athenian foul] The Ow! 


Book IV. The Dux CIA b. 43 

Now ſee an Attys, now a Cecrops clear, 

Nay, Mahomet ! the Pigeon at thine ear; 

Be rich in ancient braſs, tho? not in gold, 365 

And keep his Lares, tho? his houſe be ſold ; 

To headleſs Phoebe his fair bride poſtpone, 

Honour a Syrian Prince above his own ; 

Lord of an Otho, if I vouch it true; h 

Bleſt in one Niger, till he knows of two. 370 
Mummius o 'erheard him; N Fool- re- 

_.nown'd, 


Who like his Cheops ſtinks above the _ 


REMARKS. _ 
ſtamp'd on the reverſe of the ancient money of Athens. 
Which Chalcis Gods, and mortals call au Owl, 
is the verſe by which Hobbes renders that of Homer, 
X aaxida #t1xhn7K20% Or, avdee; d Kupurdw, 


Ver. 363: Attys and Cecrops.] The firſt Kings of A- 
thens, of whom it is hard to ſuppoſe any Coins are extant; 


but not ſo improbable as what follows, that there ſnould 


be any of Mahomet, who ſorbad all Images; and the 
Story of whoſe Pigeon was a Monkiſh fable. Neverthe- 
leſs one of theſe Annius's made a counterfeit medal of 
that Impoſtor, now in the collection of 2 learned No- 
bleman. 

VIE. 371. Ilan is ] This name is not merely an 
1 to the Mummies he was ſo fond of, but, proba- 


bly, referred to the Roman General of that name, Who 
burn'd Corinth, and committed the curious Statues to 


the Captain of a Ship, 1 him ** that if any were 
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44 The DunGC1aD. Book IV. 
Fierce as a ſtartled Adder, ſwell'd, and faid, | 
Rattling an ancient Siſtrum at his head. _ 
Speak ſt thou of Syrian Princes? Traitor baſe | 375 
Mine, — mine is all the horned race. 


> Gringo 


* loft, or broken, he ſhould procure others to be made 
in their ſtead:“ by which it ſhould ſeem (whatever 
may be pretended) that Mummius was no Virtuoſo, 

Ver. 371. Mummius, Fool renown'd.] A compound 
epithet in the Greek manner; renown'd by fools, or re- 
nown d for making fools. '"  SCRIBL, 

Ver. 372. Cheeps.] A King of Egypt, whoſe bod 
was certainly to be known, as being buried alone in his 
Pyramid, and is therefore more genuine than any of the 
Cleopatra's, This Royal Mummy, being ſtolen by a 
wild Arab, was purchas'd by the Conſul of 1 
and tranſmitted to the Muſeum of Mummius; for proof 
of which he brings a paſſage in Sandys's Travels, where 
that accurate and learned Voyager aſſures us that he ſaw 
the Sepulchre empty, which agrees exactly (faith he) 
with the time of the Theft above mention'd. But he omits 
to obſerve that Herodotus tells the ſame thing of it in 
his time. 

Vr. 375. Speak ft thou of Syrian Princes, &c.] The 
ſtrange ſtory following, which may be taken for a fiction 
of the Poet, is juſtified by a true relation in Spon's Voy- 
ages. Vaillant (who wrote the Hiſtory of the Syrian 
Kings as it is to be found on medals) coming from the 
Levant, where he had been collecting various Coins, and 
being purſued by a Corfaire-of Sallee, ſwallowed down 
twenty gold medals. A — 3 freed him from 


Book IV. The Dunciav. 45 
True, he had wit, to make their value riſe; 

From fooliſh Greeks to ſteal them, was as wiſe; 
More glorious yet, from'barb'rous hands to keep, 
When Sallee Rovers chac'd him on the deep. 380 
Then taught by Hermes, and divinely bold, 

Down his own throat he riſqu d the Grecian gold; 
Receiv'd each Demi-God, with pious care, 

Deep in his Entrails I reyer'd them there, 


RE MAR K 8. 


the Rover, and he got to land with them in his belly · 
On his road to Avignon he met two Phyſicians, of whom 
he demanded Aſſiſtance. One advis'd Purgations, the 
other Vomits. In this uncertainty he took neither, but 
pace his way to Lyons, where he found his ancient 

iend, the famous Phyfician and antiquary Dufour, 
to whom he related his adventures. Dufour firſt aſk'd 
him whether the Medals were of the higher Empire ? 
He aſlur'd him they were. Dufour was raviſh'd with the 


bope of poſſeſſing fuch a treaſure, he bargain'd with him 


on the ſpot for the moſt curious of them, and was to re- 
cover them at his on expence. | 
Ver. 383.—each Demi-God.] they are called One. 
on their Coins. | . 
Ar an Hi r ... . 
VII 383. Receiv'd each Demi-God with pious care] 
Emiſſumgque ima de ſede Typhata terre | 
Celitibus feciſſe metum ; cunttoſque dediſſe 
Terga fuge: donec fes AEgyptia tellus 
' Coperit= - 9 Ovid. 
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46 The Dunciap. Book IV. 

I bought them, ſhrouded in that living ſhrine, 385 

And, at their ſecond birth, they iſſue mine. 
Witneſs great Ammon] by whoſe horns ſwore, 

(Reply'd ſoft Annius) this our paunch before 

Still bears them, faithful ; and that thus I eat, | 

Is to refund the Medals with the meat. 390 

To prove me, Goddeſs ! clear of all deſign, 

Bid me with Pollio, ſup, as well as dine: 

There all the Learn'd ſhall at the labour ſtand, 

And Douglas lend his ſoft, obſtetric hand. 
The Goddeſs ſmiling ſeem'd to give conſent ; 39 5 

So back to Pollio hand in hand, they went. | 
Then thick as Locuſts black*ning all the ground, 

A tribe, with weeds ang ſhells fantaſtic Gs: 


. 


Ver. 387. Witneſs great Ammon I] Jupiter Ammon 
is call'd to witneſs, as the father of Alexander, to whom 
thoſe Kings ſucceeded in the diviſion of the Macedonian 
Empire, and whoſe Horns they wore on their Medals. 

VER. 394. Douglas.] A Phyſician of great Learnin 
and no leſs Taſte; above all curious in what — 
to Horace, of whom he collected every Edition, Tranſ- 
lation, and Comment, to * number of ſeveral hundred 
volumes. 

VIX. 307. Then thick | as hcufts blacÞ ning all the 
ground, | The ſimilitude of Locuſts does not refer more to 
the numbers than to the qualities of the Virtuoſi: who 


7 


Book IV. The Dux oA p. 47 
Each with ſome wondrous gift approach'd the Pow'r, 
A Neſt, a Toad, a Fungus, or a Flow'r. 400 
But far the foremoſt, two, with earneſt zeal, 
And aſpect ardent, to the Throne appeal. 
The firſt thus open'd : Hear thy ſuppliant's call, 
Great Queen, and common Mother of us all! 

Fair from its humble bed I rear'd this Flow'r, 405 
Suckled, and chear'd, with air, and ſun, and ſhow'r, 
Soft on the paper ruff its leaves I ſpread, 
Bright with the gilded button tipt its head, 


Then thron'd in glaſs, and nam d it CAROLIN E: 


Fach Maidery'd, charming l and each Youth, divine! 
Did Nature's pencil ever blend ſuch rays, 411 
Such vary'd light in one promiſcuous blaze? 
Now proſtrate ! dead! behold that Caroline: 

No Maid cries, charming] and no Youth, divine! 


REMARKS. 


not only devour and lay waſte every tree, ſhrub, and 
en leaf in their Courſe, i. e. of experiments; but ſuf. 
15 neither a-moſs nor fungus to eſcape untouched, 
i . „ SCRIBL., 
VER. 409, — and nam'd it Caroline] It is a compli- 
ment which the Floriſts uſually pay to Princes and great 
perſons, to give their names to the moſt curious Flowers 
of their raiſing ; Some have been very jealous of vindica- 
ting this honour, but none more than that ambitious 
Gardiner at Hammerſmith, who cauſed his Favourite to 
be painted on his Sign, with this inſcription, This i My 
Auen Caroline. a Wakes 
| | 3 


* 


** 


48 The Dux e iA D. Book IV. 
And lo the wretch! whoſe vile, whoſe inſect luſt 415 
Lay'd this gay daughter of the Spring in duſt. 
Oh puniſh him, or to th' Elyſian ſhades 
Diſmiſs my ſoul, where no Carnation fades. 
„Heben u, nüd went. With innocaircd uf mien, 


Th Accus: d ſtood forth, and thus addreſs d the Queen. 


l Kea nin bee bend 

Ver. 418. Diſuiſ my ſoul where no Carnation fades] 
It is a trite obſervation, that men have always placed the 
hap-ineſs of their fancied Em in ſomething they took 
moit delight in here. The joys of a Mahometan para- 
diſe conſiſt in young maidens always virgins: Our mo- 
deſter Votary warms his imagination only with Carna- 
tions always in bloom; which, alluding, at the ſame 
time, to the perpetual ſpring of the old Ely ſian fields, 
give an inimitable pleaſantry, as well as decorum, to the 
_ concluſion of his prayer. * 


| IMITATIONS. 80 
Ver. 405, &c. Fair from its humble bed—— &. 
——zam'd it Caroline. FRY | 
Each Maid cryd, charming! and each Youth, divine! 
Now profirate! dead ! behold that Caroline! 
No maid cries charming! and no Youth, divine!] 


Theſe Verſes are tranſlated from Catullus, Epith. 
Ut flos in ſeptis ſecretus naſtitur hortis, . 
Duam mulcent auræ, firmat Sol, educat imber, 
Multi illum pueri, multæ optavere puell : 
Idem quum tenui carptus defloruit ungui, 
| Nalli illum pugri, nulla optavere puellz, &c. 


Rook. IV. The Duve TAD. 49 


Of all th enamel'd, race, whoſe filv'ry wing 422 


Waves to the tepid Zephyrs of the ſpring, 

Or ſwims along the fluid atmoſphere, 

Once brighteſt ſhin'd this child of Heat and Air. | 
I ſaw, and ſtarted from its vernal bow'r. 425 


The riſing game, and chac' d from flow” r to flow” 1. 


It fled, I follow'd; now in hope, now pain; 
It ſtopt, I ſtopt ; it mov'd, I mov'd again. 
At laſt it fix d, twas on what plant it pleas'd, 


And where it fix d, the beauteous bird I ſeiz'd : 430 


Roſe or Carnation was below my care; 

I meddle, Goddeſs! only in my ſphere. 

I tell the naked fact without diſguiſe, 
And, to excuſe it, need but ſhew the prize; 


Whoſe ſpoils this paper offers to your eye, 435 


Fair ev'n in death! this peerleſs Butterfly. 


.My ſons! (ſhe anſwer'd) both have done your parts: ; 


Live happy dan and long promote our arts. 


it's r en 


Wa 421. Of all the enamel'd race. ] The Poet ſeems 


to have an eye to Spenſer, Muiopotmos. 
Op all the race of filver-wwinged Flies 
Which do pofſeſs the Empire of the Air. 
e 427, 428. 1t fled, I folbw'd, &c.] 
a J Rarted back, | 


A Harted back ; but pleas'd I ſoon return 4, 
Pleas d it return d as 28 * Milton. 
1 4 | 


* \ 


30 The'Dunctiar. Book IV. 
But hear a Mother, when ſhe recommends 


To your fraternal care, our ſleeping friends. 440 

The common Soul, of Heav'n's more frugal make, 
Serves but to keep fools pert, and knaves awake: 
A drowzy Watchman, that juft gives a knock, | 


And breaks our reſt, to tell us what's a clock. 


| REMARKS. 1 
Ver. 440. our ſleeping Friendi.] Of whom ſee ver. 


345 above. 


Ver. 443. A drouzy Watchman c.] Theſe two lines 


ſtood originally thus, 


<« And moſt but find that Centinel of God 
« Adrowzy Watchman in the land of Nad. 


but to this there were two objections, the pleaſantry was 


too low for the Poet, and a deal too good for the God- 


deſs. For tho' (as he told us before) Gentle Dulneſs ever 


loves à joke, and (as this ſpecies of mirth ariſes from a 


mal-entendu ) we may well ſuppoſe it to be much to her 


Taſte, yet this aboye is not genuine, but a mere counter- 


feit of wit, as we ſhall ſee by placing by the ſide of it 


one of her own jokes, which we find in the Reverend 
Mr. B n's late Satire upon Bath, in the following 


words, Firum, quem non ego ſane doct i ſimum, at certe omni- 


. 


um, 2 fere ae, Literatiſſimum appellare auſim. 


And look, the more reſpectable the Subject, the more 
grateful to our Goddeſs is the offering. Scr1BL. 
VIX. 444. Andbreaksoun reſt, totell us what's a clock.] 
i. e. When the feaſt of life is juſt over, calls on us to think 
of breaking up; but never watches to preyent the diſor- 
derstharhappen in the heat of the entertainment. 


\ 


g2 The Dux oA D. Book IV. 
Vet by ſome object ev*ry brain is ſtirr'd; | 


The dull may waken to a Humming-bird ; ra 
The moſt recluſe, diſcreetly open'd, find 
Congenial matter in the Cockle-kind'; 
The mind, in Metaphyſics at a loſs, | 
May wander in a wilderneſs of Moſs ! 450 


The head that turns at ſuper-lunar things, | 
Poiz'd with a-tail, may ſteer on Wilkins' wings. 
O ! would the Sons of Men once think their Eyes 
And Reaſon giv'n them but to ſtudy Flies 
RE MAR E s. . PTA 
"Ver. 450.——a wilderneſs of Ne,. ] Of which the 


Naturaliſts count I can't tell how many ſpecies. 
. Ves. 452. Wilkins“ Wings.] One of the firſt Projec- 


tors of the Royal Society, who, among many enlarged 1 


and uſeful notions, entertain'd the extravagant hope of a 
poſſibility to fly to the Moon; which has put ſome vola- 
tile Genius's upon making wings for that purpoſe, 


V᷑x. 453.0 would the Sons of Men, &e.] This is the 


third ſpeech of the Goddeſs to her Supplicants, and com- 
pleats the whole of what ſhe had to give in inſtruction on 
this important: occaſion, concerning Learning, Civil So-. 
ciety, and Religion. | 
Editors and conceited Critics, ſhe dire&ts how to deprave 
Wit and diſcredit fine Writers, In her ſecond, ver. 175, 
to the Educators of youth, ſhe ſhews them how all Civil 
Duties may be extinguiſh'd, in that one doctrine of di- 
vine Hereditary Right. And inthis third, ſhe charges 
the Inveſtigators of Nature to amuſe themſelves in Trifles, | 
and reſt in ſecond cauſes, with a total diſregard of the 


In the firſt ſpeech, ver. 119, to her 
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Book IV. The D-vno1anct 31 


| Dee Nature in ſome partial narrowſhape, 455 
And let the Author of the Whole eſcape: | 
Learn but to trifle ; or, who muſt obſerve, 


Be that my taſk (replies a gloomy Clerk, 
Sworn foe to Myſt'ry, yet divinely dark 460 
Whoſe pious hope aſpires to ſee the day Wan K 
When Moral Evidence ſhall quite decay, 


25 REMARKS. K 
Firſt. This being all that Dulneſs can wiſh, is all ſhe 
needs to ſay; and we may apply to her (as che Poet hath 
nag d it) what hath been ſaid of true Wit, that She 
neither ſays too little, nor too much. | 
VIX. 459.—4 gloomy Clerk.) The Epithet gloomy 
in this line may ſeem the ſame with that of dark in the 
next. But gloomy relates to the uncomfortable and diſaſtrous 
conditions of an irreligious Sceptic, whereas. dark alludes. 
only to his puzzled and embroiled Syſtems. 
Ver. 462. When Moral Evidence ſhall quite decay.) 
Alluding to a ridiculous and abſurd way of ſome Mathe- 
maticians, in calculating the gradual decay of Moral Evi- 
dence by mathematical proportions ; according to which 
calculation, in about fifty years it will be no longer pro- 
bable that Julius Cæſar was in Gaul, or died in the Se- 
nate Houſe. . See Craig's Theologiz Chriftians Principia 
Mathematica. But as it ſeems evident, that facts of a 
thouſand years old, for inſtance, are now as probable as 
they were five hundred years ago; it is plain that if in 
fifty more they quite diſappear, it muſt be owing, not to 
their Arguments, but to the extraordinary Power of our 


Book IV. The Du NIA p. 53 
And damns implicit faith, and holy lies, | 
Prompt to impoſe, and fond to dogmatize :) 

Let others creep by timid ſteps, and flow, 465 
On plain Experience lay foundations low, 
By common ſenſe to common knowledge bred, 

And laſt, to Nature's Cauſe thro' Nature led. 
All-ſeeing in thy miſts, we want no guide, 

Mother of Arrogance, and Source of Pride! 470 
We nobly take the high Priori Road, 


And reaſon downward, till we doubt of God: 


S 


REMARK Ss. 


Goddeſs ; for whoſe help therefore they have reaſon to 
| _ 471. the high Priori Road.] Thoſe who, from 
the effects in this Viſible world, deduce the Eternal Power 
and Godhead of the Firſt Cauſe, tho' they cannot at- 
tain to an adequate idea of the Deity, yet diſcover ſo 
much of him, as enables them to ſee the end of their Cre- 
ation, and the Means of their Happineſs ; whereas they 
who take this high Priori Road, (ſuch as Hobbs, Spinoza, 
Des'Cartes, and ſome better Reafoners) for one that 
right, ten loſe themſelves in Miſts, or ramble after Viſi- 
ons, which deprive them of all fight of their End, and 
miſlead them in the choice of wrong means. 
VIER. 472. And reaſon downward, till aue doubt of 
God.] This was in fact the caſe of thoſe who, inſtead of 
reaſoning from a w:/ible world, to an invifible God, took 
the other road; and, from an inwifble Go (to whom 
they had given attributes agreeable to certain metaphyſi- 
cal prigciples formed out of their own imaginations) rea- 
5 


54 The Dvuncrianr. Book Tv. 
Make Nature till incroach upon his plan; 

And ſhove him off as far as e er we can: 1095 
Thruſt ſome Mechanic Cauſe into his place; 475 
Or bind in Matter, or diffuſe in Space. | 
Or, at one bound o'er-leaping all his laws, 
Make God Man's Image, Man me final Cauſe, 


0 


REMARKS. 


foned downward; to a viſible world i in theory, of Man's 
Creation; which not agreeing, as might be expected, to 
that of God's, they began, from their inability to account 
for eil, which they ſaw in his world, to doubt of that 
God whoſe being they had admitted, and whoſe attri- 
butes they had deduced, 4 * on weak and miſtaken 
Principles. 
VIX. 473. nts Mal Nature fill} This relates to 
ſuch as being aſhamed to aſſert a mere Mechanic Cauſe, 
and yet unwilling to forſake it intirely, have had recourſe 
to a certain P/aftic Nature, Elaftic Fluid, ſubtile Matter, 
&c. For Philoſophy has at length brought us to that 
Extreme of Folly, as to eſteem it unphiloſophical to reſt 
in the ft Cauſe; as if its end was an endleſs indagation 
of caule after cauſe, without ever coming to the firſt. So 
that to avoid this unlearned diſgrace, occaſioned a recourſe 
to the ingenious expedients above mentioned. | 
VIX. 475. Toruft jome Mechanic Cauſe into his Place, 
Or bind in Matter, or diffuſe in Space.] 
The firſt of theſe Follies is that of Des Cartes, the ſe- 
cond of Hobbs, the third of ſome ſucceeding Philos: 
ſophers. 
VIX. 77 Or, at « one e bound, &c. ] Theſe bye 


Book IV. The Dunc1an. 55 
Find Virtue local, all Relation ſcorn, 
See all in Self, and but for ſelf be born: 
Of nought ſo certain as our Reaſon ſtill, - 
Of nought ſo doubtful as of Soul and Will. 


_ 


very ſignificant : In their Phyſical and Metaphyſical rea- 
ſonings it was a chain of pretended demonſtrations that 
drew them into all theſe abſurd concluſions. But their 
errors in morals reſt only on bold and impudent aſſertions, 
without the leaſt ſhadow of proof, in which they 9'erleap 
all the laws of Argument as well as Truth. Here the 
Poet, from the errors relating to a Deity in Natural Phi- 
loſophy, deſcends to thoſe in Moral, | | 


Make God Man's Image, Man the Final Cauſe, 
Find Virtue local, all Relation ſcorn, 
See all in Self: | FA 


Man was made according to God's Image; this falſe Theo- 
logy, meaſuring his Attributes by ours, makes God af- 
ter Man's Image. This proceeds from the imperfection 
of his Reaſon. The next, of imagining himſelt the Final 
Cauſe, is the effect of his Pride: as the making Virtue 
and Vice arbitrary, anf Morality the impoſition of the 
Magiſtrate, is of the Corruption of his heart. Hence he 
centers every thing in himſelf} The Progreſs of Dulneſs 
herein differing from that of Madneſs, one ends in ſeeing 
all in God, the other in ſeeing all in Self. 

Ver. 481. Of nought jo certain as our Reaſon ftill.] 
Of which we have molt cauſe to be diffident. OF nonght 
fo doubtful as of Soul and Will: Two things the moſt 


* 


1 


ye 


56 TheDuncianr. Book IV. 
Oh hide the God ſtill more!] and make us ſee 
Such as Lucretius drew, a God like Thee : 5 
Wrapt up in Self, a God without a Thought, 485 
Regardleſs of our merit or default. 

Or that bright Image to our fancy draw, 

Which Theocles in raptur'd viſion ſaw, 


REMARK Ss. 


ſelf-evident, the Exiſtence of our Soul, and the Freedom 
of our Will, y {of 
Ver. 484. Such as Lucretius drew.) Lib. I. ver. 57. 


Onnis enim per ſe Divom natura neceſſe ft 
Immortali zvo ſumma cum pace ſruatur, 
Semota ab noſtris rebus, ſummotaque Jonge 
Nec bene pro meritis capitur, nec tangitur ira. 


For whence the two verſes following are tranſlated, and 
wonderfully agree with the character of our Goddeſs. 
| | : SCRIBL. 
Ver. 487. Or that bright Image, &c. ] i. e. Let it be 
either the Chance God of Epicurus, or the FA 1 E, of this 
Goddeſs. | | | 
Bright Image was the Title given by the later Pla- 
toniſts to that viſion of Nature, which they had form'd 
out of their own fancy, fo bright, that they call'd it 
Aron *Ayanuaz, or the Self-ſeen Image; i. e. ſeen by 
its own light. This Jpnis fatuus has in theſe our times 
appeared again in the North; and the writings of Hutche- 
. Geddes, and their followers, are full of its wonders. 
For in this lux borealis, this Se/f-/een Image, theſe ſecond- 
Gghted philoſophers ſee every thing elſe. - Scg1BL. 


A 


— 


Book IV. The Duneravd, 57 
While thro' Poetic ſcenes the Gen1vs roves, 
Or wanders wild in Academic Groves; 490 
REMARK s. 
Ve 488. Which Theocles raptnr'd viſſon ſaw, ] Thus 
this Philoſophercalls upon his Friend, © — with 
him in theſe Viſions. 
* Tomorrow, when the Eaſtern Sun 
« With his firſt Beams adorns the front 
** Of yonder Hill, if you're content 
« To wander with me in the Woods you ſee, 
« We will pufſue thoſe Loves of ours, 
By favour of the Sylvan Nymphs: 
and invoking firſt the Genius of the Place, well t try to 
« obtain at leaſ ſome faint and diſtant view of the Sove- 
« reign Genius and firſt Beauty.” Character. Vol. 2. pag. 
248. 
Tus Genius is thus apoſtrophized (pag. 345 ) by the 
ſame Philoſopher: 
* —— Oglorious Nature! 
“ Supremely fair, and ſovereignly good 
All loving, and all-lovely ! 4 | Evine! 
* Wiſe Subſtitute of Providence] impowwer'd 
| *© 'Creatreſs ! or, impow'ring Deity, 
« Supreme Creator ! 
Thee I invoke, and thee alone adore. | 
Sir aac Newton diſtinguiſhes between theſe two in a 
very different manner. [Princ. Schol. gen. ſub. fin}— 
Hunc cognoſcimus ſolummodo per proprietates ſuns et attri- 
buta, et per ſapientiſſimas et optimas rerum firuturas, et 
 cauſas finales; veneramur autem et colimus ob dominine. 
Deus etenim ſine dominia, providentia, et cauſis finali bus, 
nibil aliud e quam Fatum et Natura. 
VsR. 489.—roves, Or wanders wild in Academic 
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58 The Dune rA 5. Bock Iv 


That NAT uRx our Society adores, 


Where Tindal dictates, and Silenus ſnors. 
Rous'd at his name, up roſe the bowzy Sire, 
And ſhook from out his Pipe the ſeeds of fire ; 


Then ſnapthis box, and ſtrok d his belly down: 495 


Roſy and rev'rend, tho' without a Gown. 

Bland and familiar to the throne he came, 

Led up the Youth, and call'd the Goddeſs Dame. 
Then thus. From Prieſt-craft happily ſet free, i 


Lo! ev'ry finiſhd Son returns to thee ; _ 500 


Firſt ſlave to Words, then vaſſal to a Name, 
Then dupe to Party] child and man the ſame ; 


REMARK 8. 


Groves.] Above all things I lov'd Eaſe, and all Phi- 
4 ſop hers thoſe who reaſon'd moſt at their Eaſe, and 
% were never angry or diſturb'd, as thoſe call'd Sceptics 
„ never were: I look'd upon this kind of Philoſophy as 
* the prettieſt. agreeableſt, roving Exerciſe of the Mind, 
«« poſſible to be imagined.” Vol. II. p. 206. 5 
Ver. 491. That NaTURE our Society adores, ] See 
the Pant heiſticon, with its liturgy and rubrics compoſed 
by ToLanD. . | , 
VIX. 492. Silenus.) Silenus was an Epicurean Philo- 
ſopher, as appears from Virgil, Eclog. vi. where he 
ſings the Principles of that IA in his drink. 
VER. 494. Seeds of Fire.) The Epicurean language, 
Semina rerum, or Atoms. Virg. Eclog. vi, Semina ignis 
—ſemina flamme 


VIX. 501. Firft fave to Words, &e.] A Recapula- 
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Book IV. The Duxciavd. 59 
Bounded by Nature, narrow'd ftill by Art, 
A trifling head, and a contracted heart. 

Thus bred, thus taught, how many have Iſeen, 505 
Smiling on all, and ſmil'd on by a Queen. 

Mark' d out for Honours, honour' d for their Birth, 
To thee the moſt rebellious things on earth ; 
Now to thy gentle ſhadow all are ſhrunk, 

All melted down, in Penſion, or in Punk! 510 
So K* ſo B*#* ſneak'd into the grave, 
A Monarch's half, and half a alot ſlave. 

Poor WX nipt in Folly's broadeſt bloom, 

Who praiſes now? his Chaplain on his Tomb. 
Then take them all, oh take them to thy breaſt! 515 
Thy Magus, Goddeſs ! ſhall perform the reſt. 


REMARKS. 


tion of the whole Courſe of Modern Education deſcrib'd 
in this book, which confines Youth to the ſtady of Words 
only in Schools, ſubjects them to the authority of Sy- 
ſtems in the Univerſities, and deludes them with the names 

ol Party- diſtinctions in the World. All equally concur- 
ring to narrow the underſtanding, and eſtabliſh Slavery 
and Error, in Literature, Philoſophy, and Politics. 
The whole finiſhed in modern Free-thinking ; the com- 
. of whatever is vain, wrong, and deſtructive to the 
ppineſs of mankind, as it eſtabliſhes Se//ove for the 


ſole Principle of Action. 58 
VII. 506.—/mil'd on by a Queen.) That is to ſay, this 


Queen, or the Goddeſs of 4 SCRIBL. 
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60 The Don C1AD.. Book IV. 
With that, a WizARD 0LD, his Cup extends 1 


Which wboſo taſtes, forgets his former friends, 


Sit NM een 
Ver: 517. With that a Wizard ald, &c.] Here begin- 
neth the celebration of the GREATER MTSTERIES of 
the Goddeſs, which the Poet in his Invocation . 5. pro- 
miſed to ing. For when now each Apirant, as was the 
cuſtom, had proved his qualification and claim to a par- 
ticipation, the Hin- PRIEST of Dulneſs firſt initiateth 
the Aſſembly by the uſual way of Libation. And then 
each of the Initiated, as was always required, putteth on 
a neau Nature, deſcribed in 5 5 30. Firm impudence, and 
Stupefactien mild, which the Antient Writers on the 'My/- 
teries call v 4vy15 e, the great prop or fulerum of 
the human mind. When the High Prieſt and Goddeſs 
have thus done their Parts, each of them is delivered into 
the hands of his Conductor, an inferior Miniſter or Hie- 
; - rophant, whoſe names are Impudence, Stupefaction, Self- 
+ conceit, Self intereft, Pleaſure; Epicirijm, &c. to lead 
ws” them from 532 to 565. throꝰ the ſeveral apartments 
of her Myſtic Dome or Palace. When all this is over, 
the ſovereign Goddeſs, from #565 to 600 conſerreth her 
Titles and Degrees; rewards inſeparably attendant on the 
© participation of the Myſteries; which made the ancient 
Dean ſay of them—xannre He An, w To N am ayau- 
b, 70 Mos ngiwy falle Hence it was enriched with ſo 
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VX. $18—— hich whoſe taſtes, forgets Bis: former 
Friends, Sire, &c.] Homer of the Nepenthe. Odyſſ. iy. 
Abrix ap eig oivoy Bet S-, Aber dren 
Nau hig T @xX0v Tt xaxay lane GUT TIN. , 


Book IV. The Duncrian. 6r 
Sire, Anceſtors, Himſelf. One caſts his eyes 
Vp to a Star, and like Endymion die: 520 


A Feather, ſhooting from another's head. 
Extracts his brain; and Principle is fled ; 

| Loſt is his God, his Country, ev'ry thing; 
And nothing * but Homage to a per tk | 


"ade ee. 


| mafiy various Gifts and Graces;\In1T1aT1on into th 
\ Myſteries was anciently, as well as in theſe our times, 
. eſteemed a neceſſary qualification for every high office and 
employment, whether. in Church or State. Laſtly, the 
great Mother, the Bow a Dx A, ſhutteth-up the Solemnity 
with het gracious benediction, which wat; tree in draw- 
ing the Curtain, and laying all her Children to reſt. It is 
to be obſerved that DIN Ess, long before this her Re- 
ſtoration, had her Pontiffs in Partibus; who from time to 

time held her Myſteries in ſecret, and with great privacy. 
But now, on her Re. eſtabliſhnient, the celebrateth them, 
like thoſe of the Cretans, the moſt ancient of all Myſte- 
ries, in open day, and 0 ereth them to the inſpedting of 

all Men. * SCRIBL. 
_— 517. * Cup, Which wohef taſtes, &c ] The Cup 
of Seif-love, which cauſes a total oblivion of the obliga- 
tions of Friendſhip, Honour, and Service of God or our 
| Country: 3.alllacrificed ro Vain-Glory, Court-worſhip, 
or the yet meaner conſiderations of Lucre and br utal Plea- 

er! * From 520 to 528. 
VER. 523, 824. Loft is his Cod, his 3 Boht 

And nothing left” but hamage to a King.] So ſtrange as 
* muſt ſeem to a mere Engliſh reader, the famous 
Fr \— Mori. de 10 n declates it to be the character of 


An 


62  TheDunc14vDp. Book IV. 
The vulgar herd turn off to roll with Hogs ; 525 
To run with Horſes, or to hunt with Dogs; 

But, ſad example! never to eſcape: - 

Their Infamy, fill keep the human ſhape. 
But ſhe, good Goddeſs, ſent to ev'ry child 

Firm Impudence, or Stupefaction mild; 530 


eee 
every good Subject in a Monarchy: Where (ſays he) 
* there is no ſuch thing as Love of our Country, the Inter- 
« eſt, the Glory, and Service of the Prince ſupply its 

« place.” [De la Republique, Chap. x] 
Of this duty another celebrated French Author ſpeaks, 
indeed, a little more diſreſpeQfully ; which, for that rea- 
ſon, we ſhall not tranſlate, but give in his own words: 
L'Amour de la Patrie, le grand motif des premiers 
Heros, n'eſt plus regarde que comme une Chimere; 
idée du Service du Roi, etendiie juſqu'a- l'oubli de 
4 tout autre Principe, tient lieu de ce qu'on appelloit au- 
© trefois Grandeur d'Ame & Pidelite.” Boulain vil. 
lers Hiſt. des anciens Parlements de France, c. ScrisL. 
VVA. 528. full keep the human ſhape.) The effects of 
'the Magus's Cup, by which is A a total cor- 
ruption of heart, are juſt contrary to that of Circe, which 
only repreſents the ſudden plunging into pleaſures. Her's, 
therefore, took away the ſhape, and left the human 
mind; his takes away the mind, and leaves the human 


Ape. a 6 a 

Vu R. 529. But Se, good Goddeſs, &c.] The only com- 
fort ſuch people can receive, muſt be owing in ſome ſhape 
or other to Dulneſs; which makes ſome. ſtupid, others 
impudent ; gives Self-conceit to ſome, upon the Flatte- 


Book IV. The Dux AD. 63 

And ftrait ſucceeded, leaving ſhame no room, 
| Cibberian forehead, or Cimmerian gloom. 

Kind Self-conceit to ſome her glaſs applies, 
Which no one looks in with another's eye: 
But as the Flatt rer or Dependant paint, 535 
Beholds himſelf a Patriot, Chief, or Saint. | 

On others Int'reſt her gay liv'ry flings, / 
Int'reſt, that waves on Party- colour d wings: 
Turn'd to the Sun, ſhe caſts a thouſand dyes, 

And, as ſhe turns, the colours fall or riſe, 540 

Others the Syren Siſters warble round 
And empty heads conſole with empty ſound. 

No more, alas! the voice of Fame they hear, 
The balm of Dulneſs trickling in their ear. 

; REMA RRS. n 
ries of their dependants; preſents the falſe colours of In- 
tereſt to others; and buſies or amuſes the reſt with idle 

leaſures or ſenſuality, till they become eaſy under any 
infamy. Each of which ſpecies is here ſhadowed under 
Allegorical perſons, Sas 

Ve. 544. The: Balm of Dulneſs] The true Balm of 
Dulneſs, called by the Greek Phyſicians Koauxeia, is a 
Sovereign remedy againſt Inanity; and has its poetic name 
from the Goddeſs herſelf. Its ancient Diſpenſators were 
ber Poets; and for that reaſon our Author, Book ii. 
7 207, calls it, the Poets __ Balm but it is now got 
into as many hands as Goddard's Drops or Daffy's Elixir. 
It is prepared by the -Clergy, as appears from ſeveral 
Places of this poem: And by y 534, 535, it ſeems as if 
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Great Ces, H#*#*; P, RA, KM, 345 | 


Why all your Tode! your Sons havelearn'd 0 m__ 

How quick Ambition haſtes to ridicule !-. 

The Sire is made a Peer, the Son a Foal ts 
On ſome, a Prieſt: ſuccinct in amice white 


Attends] all fleſh is nothing in his fight! 1 - | Ke 


Beeves, at his touch, at once to jelly turn, 5 


And the huge Boar is ſhrunk into an Urn- 


The board with ſpecious miracles he loads, 
Turns Hares to larks, and Pigeoria into o pods. 


11 fi yo 
i REMARKS: eu 


the Nobility had t made up in their o.] houſe. This, 


which Opera is here ſaid to adminiſter, is but a ſpurious 
ſort. See * Diſſertation, on the S⁵pbium of the Anti- 
ent BE Nr. 
NR. R, 3 The Beard ewith ſpecious Miracles he loads, 
Kc. Scrlblerus ſeems it a loſs in this place Specioſa 
Miracula (ſays he) according to Horace, were the mon- 
ſtrous Fables of the Nadel Læſtrygons, Scylla, & c. 
What relation haye theſe to the transformation of Hares 
into. Larks; or of Pigeons into | Toads?" T ſhall*tell thee. 
The Lzſtrygons ſpitted Men upon Spears, as we do Larks 
upon Skewers : and the fair Pigeon turned ts a Toad is 
fimilar to the fair V 5 0 Scylla ending in a filthy beaſt. 
But here is the diff why Pigeons in ſo ſhocking'a 
ſhape ſhould be 81 to Nabel F Hates dee might 
be cut into Larks ar à ſecond dreſſing, out of frugality; 
Yet that ſeems no probable motive, her we-confi *0 
the extravagance” before-mention'd,” of diſſolving whole 
Oxen and Boars into a {mall vial of Jelly ; nay, it is expreſly 


Book IV. The Duxeiad. 


Another (for i in all what one can ſhine ') 555 
Explains the Seve and Verdeur of the Vine. 
What cannot copious Sacrifice atone? 

Thy Treufles, Perigord't thy Hams, Bayonne! 
With French Libation, and Italian Strain, 09 
Waſh Bladen W and n N $ ſtain. 560 


HYPO! 
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ſaid, that all oY is nothing in his fight. I have ſearch- 
ed in Apicius, Pliny, and the Feaſt of Trimalchio, in 
vain; I can only reſolye it into ſome myſterious Super- 
ſtitious Rite, as it is ſaid to be done by a Prieſt, and ſoon 
after called a Szcrifice; and attended (as all ancient ſaeri- 
fices were) with Libation and Song. SeœnRIBL. 

This good Scholiaſt, not being acquainted with modern 
Luxury, was ignorant chat theſe were only the miracles 
of French Cookery, and that np eager N en cra- 
eau were A com mon diſh. Jl 

VI. $556. Seve and Endur French Terms Kr rg 
ting to Wines, Which bignify: their Labor and poig. 
nanc Wan 

; BÞ wo gagerois que abi 2 me 173 
Villandri pri ſeroit ſa Seve et ſa Verdeur. 88 
St. Evremont has a very pathetic Letter to a Nobleman 
in diſgrace, adviſing him-to'ſeek Comfort in a good Table, 
and 3 to be attentive to ebefe De in his 
Champaigne, c 
VER. $60. Bladen—Hays] Names of Gameſters. 
Bladen is a black man, RoznerxrT Kn1c Au. Caſhier of 
the South-ſea Company, who fled from England in 1720, 
(afterwards pardoned in 1742.)——Theſe lived with the 
ytmolt rt at Paris, ns mt open Table: ar 


©” 
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66 The Dvncran. Book IV. 
KI Hr lifts the head, for what are crowds undone 
To three eſſential Partriges in one? 

Gone ev'ry bluſh, and ſilent all reproach, 
Contending Princes mount them in their Coach. 
Next bidding all draw near on bended knees, 565 
The Queen confers her Titles and Degrees, 

Her children firſt of more diſtinguiſh'd ſort, 

Who ſtudy Shakeſpeare at the Inns of Court, 


REMARKS. 


quented by perſons of the firſt Quality of England, and 
even by Princes of the Blood of France. 
; Ibid. Bladen &c.] The former Note of Bladen is a 
Black man, is very abſurd. The Manuſcript here is part- 
ly obliterated, and doubtleſs could only have been, Wa/þ 
Blackmoors <yhite, alluding to a known Proverb, 
| \. SCRIBL. 

V. 562, 568. three eftntial Partrigesin one?] i. e, two 
diſſolved into Quinteſſence to make ſauce for the third, 
The honour of this invention belongs to France, yet has 
it been excell'd by our native luxury; an hundred ſquab 
Turkeys being not unfrequently depoſited in one Pye in the 
Biſhoprick of Durham ; to which our Author alludes in 
7 583 of this work, * | 

VERI. 567. Her Children firſt of more diſtinguiſh d fort, 
| Who fludy Shakeipeare at the Inns Court.] 
Ill would that Scholiaſt diſcharge his duty, who ſhould 
neglect to honour thoſe whom DULxtss has dif{:nguiſp- 
ed: or ſuffer them to lye forgotten, when their rare mo- 
deſty would have left them nameleſs. Let: us not, there- 
fore, overlook the Services which have been done her 
Cauſe, by one Mr. Thomas EpwarDs, a Gentleman, 


Book IV. The Dunetad: 5 675 
Impale a Glow- worm, or Verti profeſs, 0. 
Shine in the dignity of F. R. S. 570 
Some, deep Free · Maſons, join the ſilent race 
Worthy to fall es place: | 


EL eee 


a8 he i is pleaſed to call himſelf, of Lincoln's Inn; but, in 
reality, a Gentleman only of the Dunciad ; or, to ſpeak 
him better, in the plain language of our honeſt Anceſtors 
to ſuch Muſhrooms, 4 Gentleman » Lf the laft Edition: 
who nobly eluding the ſolicitude of his careful Father, 
very early Wes, himſelf in the cauſe of Dulneſs againſt 
Shakeſpear and hath now happily finiſhed the Dances. 5 pro- 
_ greſs, in perſonal abuſe. For a Libeller is nothing but a 
Grub-ſtreet Critic run to Seed. SCRIBL. 
This Tribe of Men, which Scriblerus has here ſo well 
exemplified, our Poet hath elſewhere admirably charac- 
_ terized in that happy line, | bays 
A brain of Feathers, and a heart of Lead... 3 
For the ſatire extends much farther than to the perſon who 
occaſioned it, and takes in the whole ſpecies of thoſe on 
whom a good Education (to fit them for ſome uſeful and 
learned profeſſion) has been beſtowed. in vain. That 
worthleſs band, 
Of ever kAlefs Loi rers, that attend: : 
No cauſe, no truſt, no duty, and 'no Friend. 
Who, with an underſtanding too diſſipated and futile for 
the offices of civi/ life ; and a heart too lumpiſh, narrow, 
and contracted for theſe of ſocial, become fit for nothing: 
And ſo turn Wits and Criticks, where ſenſe and civility are 
neither required nor expected. 
Ver. 571. Some, deep Free Maſon, join the flaw races] 
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68 The Div: Ir AD. kx 


Some Botaniſts, or Floriſts at the oe LS 
Or iſſue Members of an Annual Ak... - . 
Nor paſt the meaneſt unregarded, one CT 
Roſe a Gregorian: one a Germogon, „ 
phbe laſt, not leaſt in honour or =. 54 yy 

His and Cam made Doc roxs of her Laws. 


- Then bleſſing all, Go Children of, m care 3 
To Practice now from Theory repair. 580 
All my commands are eaſy, ſhort, and full: 7 mid 
My. Sons! be proud, be ſelfiſh, and be dull. . 
Guard my Prerogative, aſſert my Throne: 
This yo conkiks each Privilege phos We 


FT IG REMARKS, 8 | 

The Poet all along ex sa very particular concern 
for this filent Race: He has here provided, that in caſe 
they will not waken or open (as was before propoſed) to 
a Humming- Bird or Cockle, yet at worſt they may be 
made Free- Mlaſons; where Taciturnity is the only eſſen- 
val Qualification, as it was one of the chief of the diſciples 
of Pythagoras. 10] W+ 15% : by 
VIX. 576. a one a Gens: A ſort of 
Lay- re Slip: from the root of the Free- Maſons. 

VIX. 584. aach Privilege your otun, &] This ſpeech 
of Dulneſs'to her Sons at parting may poffibly * ſhort 
of the Reader's expectation; who may imagine the God- 
deſs might give them a Charge of more conſequence, and, 
fron ſuch a Theory as. is before delivered, incite them 

to the practice of ſamething more extraordinary, than 
10 perſonate Running e e Stage Coach- 
men, &. \ Wien 298 A WELLY ©) wan, FO AN 


Book IV. The Duve b. 69 
The Cap and Switch be facred to his Grace; 585 


With Staff and Pumps the Marquis lead the Race; 3 


From Stage to Stage the licens'd Earl may run, 
Pair'd with his Fellow -Charioteer the Sun; 


The learned Baron Butterflies deſign, ha 
Or draw to filk Arachne” 8 ſubtile line; Fg 
n mn ©: | T 


But if it be well conſiderd, that whatever 3 


they might have to do miſchief. her ſons are generally 
render'd harmleſs by their Inability; and ih it is the 
common effect of Dulneſs (even in her greateſt efforts) to 
defeat her own deſign; the Poet, I am perſuaded; will be 
juſtified, and it will be allow'd that theſe worthy: perſons,” 

in their ſeveral ranks, do as much as can be expected from 

them. And we ſee he was aware of this, by ſingling out 


one or two who aimed higher, but at che Rave time tells 


us that their aims muſt be unſucceſsful; 

Veer... 585. The Cap and Sawitth. fe. The Goddeſe s 
political balance of favour, in the diftribution of her re- 
wards, deſerves our notice. It conſiſts in joining with 
thoſe Honours claimed by birth and high place, others 
more adapted to the genius and talents of the Candidates, 
And thus her great Fore-runner, John of Leiden, King 


of Munſter, entered on his Goverymenc, by making his 


ancient friend and companion, AKnipperdoliing, General 
of his Horſe and Hangman. And had but Fortune ſe- 


conded his great ſehemes of Reformation, it is ſaid, he 


would have eftabliſhed his whole Houſhold on the ſame 
Ras plan. 1 ScriBL. 
Ver. 590. Arachne' s ſubtile line 1 This; is one of the 
moſt ingenious emp'oyments aſſign'd, and therefore re- 
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70 The Dux iA. Book IV, 
The Judge to dance his brother Sergeant call; 
The Senator at Cricket urge the Ball; 
The Biſhop ſtow (Pontific Luxury) 
An hundred Souls of Turkeys in a pye; | 
The ſturdy Squire to Gallic maſters ſtoop, 595 
And drown his Lands and Manors in a Soype. 
Others import yet nobler arts from France, 
Teach Kings to fiddle, and makes Senates dance. 
Perhaps more high ſome daring ſon may ſoar, 
Proud to my lift to add one Monarch more; 600 
And nobly conſcious, Princes are but things 
Born for Firſt Miniſters, as Slaves for Kings, 
Tyrant ſupreme ! ſhall three Eſtates command, 
And MAKE ONE Michry Duxciap or THE 
Ae . 
More ſhe had ſpoke, but yawn'd—All nature nods: 
What Mortal can reſiſt the Yawn of Gods? 606 


SOONER REMARKS, ae 
commended only to Peers of Learning. Of weaving 
Stockings of the Webs of Spiders. See the Phil. Tranſ. 
, Ver. 598. Teach Kings to fiddle] An ancient amuſe- 
ment of Sovereign Princes, (viz.) Achilles, Alexander, 
Nero; tho” defpis d by Themiſtocles, who was a Repub- 
tican.—- Make Senates dance, either after their Prince, or to 
Pontoiſe, or Siberia. 1 pk 
VIER. 606. What Mortal canrefift the Yawn of Gods ?] 
This verſe is truly Homerical ; as is the concluſion of the 


* 


Book IV. The Dunciao. 1 
Churches and Chapels inſtantly it reach'd ; 
(St. James's firſt, for leaden Gilbert preach'd) 
Then catch'd the Schools; the Hall ſcarce kept awake; 
The Convocation gap'd, but could not ſpeak : 610 
Loft was the Nation's Senſe, nor could be found, 
While the long ſolemn Uniſon went round? 


REMARK 5s. 


Action, where the great Mother compoſes all, in the 
ſame manner as Minerva at the period of the Odyſſey.— 
It may indeed ſeem a very fingular Epitafis of a Poem, 
to end, as this does, with a Great Yawn ; but we muſt 
conſider it as the Taaun Fa God, and of powerful effects. 
It is not out of Nature, moſt long and grave counſels con- 
_ cluding in this very manner: Nor without Authority, 
the incomparable Spenſer having ended one of the moſt 
conſiderable of his works with a Roar, but then it is the 
Roar of a Lion, the effects whereof are deſcribed as the 
Cataſtrophe of his Poem. 5 
VIX. 607. Churches and Chapels, c.] The Progreſs 
of this Yawn is judicious, natural, and worthy to be no- 
ted. Firſt it ſeizeth the Churches and Chapels; then 
catcheth the Schools, where, tho' the Boys be unwilling 
to ſleep, the Maſters are not: Next Weſtminſter hall, 
much-more hard indeed to ſubdue, and not totally puc 
to filence even by the Goddeſs: Then the Convocation, 
which tho? extremely deſirous to ſpeak, yet cannot: 
Even the Houſe of Commons, juſtly called the Senſe of 
the Nation, is 22 is to ſay, ſuſpended} during the 
Vawn (far be it from our Author to ſuggeſt it could be 
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72 „ The. Duve 14 bp. Bock IV. 
Wide, and more wide, it ſpread o'er all the realm! 
Ev'n Palinurus nodded at the Helm: 

Ihe Vapour mild o' er each Committee crept ; $; $ 15 
_Unfiniſh'd Treaties in each office flept; _ 

And Chiefleſs Armies doz'd out the Campaign; > 
And Navies yawn'd. for Orders on the Main. 

O Mule! relate (for you can tell alone, 

Wits have 40 r Dunces none) 620 


N ' RR ARS ff offs 
˖ lol any longer!) but it ſpreadeth at large over all the 


reſt of the Kingdom, to ſuch a degree, that Palinurus 


himſelf (tho? as incapable of ſleeping as Jupiter) yet nod- 
deth ſor a moment: the effect of which, tho? ever ſo mo- 
mentary, could not but cauſe ſome Relaxation, ſor the time, 
At rol all: public affairs. SCRIBL. 
Ver. 615, 618.] Theſe Verte Pert yritten many 
Fecats ago, and may be found 1 in the State Poems of that 
time. So that Scriblerus is miſtaken, or whoever elſe 
n imagined this Poem. of a freſher date. 
VIX. 620. Vils have ſport Memories, ]. This ſeems 
tw be the reaſon #hy; the Poets, whenever they give bs a 
Catalogue, conſtantiy call for help on the Muſes; who, 
as the Danghters of, Memory, are oblj ged not to o forget any 


| 23 So Homer, ah Th 


D3>ybov 8 8 K Py b ann e gehe, | © 
Ei jun Oνν—cãadec Maas, meme 2 
anne e ue e dr ae 
And Virgil, e ee 2507) Ys | I 
E. t meminiſlis enim, Pius et e foro 


Ad nos dix tenuis fame perlabitur aura. 


Bock IV. The DvuNnt rad. 73 
Relate, who firſt, Who laſt! reſign d to reſt; 
Whoſe Heads mie partly, vhôſe completely bleſt; 
What Charms could Faction, what Ambition lll, 


«The Venal quiet, and intrance the Dull; nt 
il drow n“ d was Senſe, and Shame, and Right, 
and Wrong Fo 625 
O ling, and huſh the Nations with ch Song! 
. 21 & 


0 ID1T14 


In vain, in vain,—the Oe RN Bier 
" Reſiftleſs falls: The Muſe obeys the Pow'r. 
She comes! the « comes! the ſable Throne behold 


Of Night Primaval, and of Chaos old! 630 


9:05 on N N ende 
But our Poet had yet another reaſon for putting this Taſk 
upon the 42 that all beſides being esp. ſhe only 

| could relate what paſſec. Schr 

VIX. 6 24. Ne Venal quiet, and intrance the Dull ; 1 
10 ps 8 were a Ab worthy the ſoldtion of Ariftarchus him- 
f ſelf {and ij not of leſs importance than ſome of thoſe 
774 weighty queſtions 0 {51008 diſputed among Homers Scho- 
liaſts) to Brin us, which required the greateſt effort of 
our Goddeſs power, to intrance. the Dull, or to the 
Venal. For tho” the Yenal"mily be mote unraly than 
the Dull. yet, on the other hand, it demands a much 
greater expence of her Virtue t Intrance t than barely to 
uit. © "* ScrtBL. 


e 1 


Ve. 629. —The ſable Throne Behold] 'The fable 
Throne of Night and Chaos, here tepreferited as advan- 


. eing to extinguiſh the light of of the STEgorT, in "_ 
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* "I The Duncianr. Book IV. 
Before her,  Fancy's/ gilded clouds decay, 

And all its varying Rain-bows die away. 

Vit ſhoots in vain its momentary . 

The meteor drops, and in a flaſh exp 
As one by one, at dread Medea fran, 625 
- The ſick ning Stars fade off th'ethereal plain; 
As Argus' eyes by Hermes“ wand oppreſt, 

Clos'd one by one to everlaſting reſt; 

Thus at her felt approach, and ſecret might, wo 
Art after Art goes out, and all is Night. 640 
See ſkulking Truth to her old Cavern fled, , 
Mountains of Caſuiſtry heap'd o'er her head ! 
"Philoſophy, that lean'd on Heav'n before, 
en her ſecond cauſe, and is no more. 


REMARKS. 
8 blot out the Colours of Fancy, and damp the Fire 


of Wit, before they proceed to their greater work. - - 
VIX. 641.— — to her old Cavern fled,] Alluding 


to the ſaying of Democritus, That Trath lay at the bot- 


tom of a deep well, from whence he had drawn her: 
3 bee Butler ſays, He firfl put her in, before be drew 


dea 643. Philoply that lean'd on Hawn] Philo- 


| TMITATIONS. 
Van 637. A. Argus eyes, fc.) | 25 
Et quamvis fopor eſt oculorum parte n | 


Parte tamen vigilat 


ii Cyllenius omnes | 
| Succubuiſſe ocules, 0 ond. Me. 


= 


Book IV. The Dunciard. 75 


Phyſic of Metaphyjic begs deen. 643 


And Metaphy/ic calls for aid on Senſe / 


REMARKS. 


ſophy has at length brought things to that paſs, as to have 
it eſteemed unphiloſophical to reſt in the f, cauſe ;'as 
if its ends were an endleſs indagation of cauſe after cauſe, 
without ever coming to the firſt, So that, to avoid this 
unlearned diſgrace, ſome of the propagators of our beſt 
Philoſophy have had recourſe to the contrivance here 
hinted at. For this Philoſophy, which is founded in the 
principle of Gravitation, firſt conſidered that property in — 
matter, as ſomething extrinſecal to it, and impreſſed im- 
mediately by God upon it. Which fairly and modeſtly 
coming up to the firſt Cauſe, was puſhing natural enquiries 
as far as they ſhould go. - But this ſtopping, though at 
the extent of our ideas, and on the maxim of the great 
founder of this Philoſophy, Bacon, who ſays, circa ulti- 
mates rerum fruſtranea eft inguiſitio, was miſtaken by 
foreign Philoſophers as recurring to the occult qualities of 
the Peripatetics. To avoid which imaginary diſcredit to 
the new theory, it was thought proper to ſeek for the 
cauſe of gravitation in a certain elaſtic fluid, which per- 
vaded all body. By this means, initead of really ad- 
vancing in natural enquiries, we were brought back a- 
gain by this ingenious expedient to an unſatisfaQtory. e- 
cond cauſe ; For it might ſtill, by the ſame kind of ob- . 
jection, be aſked, what was the cauſe of that elaſticity ? 
See this folly cenſured, J 475. n 

VER. 645, 646. Phyfic of Metaphyfic, & c.— And Me- 
taphyficcalls, c.] Certain writers, as Malbranch, Nor- 
Tis, and others, have thought it of importance, in order 
to ſecure the exiſtence of the /ou/, to bring in queſtion the 
reality of body; which they have attempted to do by a 
very refined metaphyfical reaſoning :- While others of the 
ſame party, in order to perſuade us of the neceſſity of a 
Revelation which promites immortality, have been as 
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76 The Dux IAD. Book IV, 

See Myſtery to Mathematics fly! ; 

In vain! they gaze, turn giddy, rave, and die. 

Religion bluſbing veils her ſacred fires 

And unawares Morality expires. 650 
"REMARKS. 


anxious to prove that thoſe qualities, which are commonly 
ſuppoſed to belong only to an immaterial being, are but 
the reſult from the ſenſations of matter, and the ſoul na- 
turally mortal. Thus, between theſe different reaſonings, 
they have left ys neither Soul nor Body ; nor the Sciences 
of Phyſics and Metaphyſics the leaſt ſupport, by mak- 
ing them depend upon, and go a begging to one another, 
Ver. 647. See Myſtery to Mathematics fly! | A ſort of 
men who make human Reaſon the adequate meaſure of 
all Fruth, having pretended that whatſoever is not fully 
comprehended by it, is contrary to it: certain defenders 
of Religion, who would not be out-done in a paradox, 
have gone as far in the oppoſite folly, and attempted to 
 ſhew that the myſteries of Religion may be mathemati- 
cally demonſtrated ; as the authors of Phila/ophic, or Afro- 
zomic Principles of Religion, natural and revealed. 
VER. 649. Religion bluſhing weils her ſacred fires ;] 
Blufhing, not only at the memory of the paß, when the 
barbarous learning of ſo many ages was ſolely employed 
in corrupting the ſimplicity, and defiling the purity of 
Religion, but at the view of theſe her falſe ſupports in 
the preſent overflow of dulneſs ; whoſe ſcandalous con- 
tentions for modes of faith have violated Chriftian Chari. 
ty, and diſnonoured facred Scripture : As particularly the 
miſchievous ſquabble between W—r—d' and Fack/or, 
on a point confeſſedly above Reaſon, and amongſt thoſe 
adorable myſteries which it is the honour of our Religion 
to find unfathomable. In this, by the weight of anſwers 
and replies, redoubled upon one another without mercy, 
they made ſo profound a progreſs, that the One proved, 
nothing hindered, in Nature, but that 2% Son might hawg 


# 


Book IV. The Dux IA p. == 

Nor public Flame, nor private, dares to ſhine ; 

Nor human Spark is left, nor Glimpſe divine 
REMARKS. 


been the Father ; and the Other, that nothing hindered, 
in Grace, but that the Son may be a mere Creature. In 
2 word, they made all things diſputable but their own 
dulneſs ; and this they left unqueſtioned ; and it was the 
only thing they did leave, of which their readers could be 
certain. But if, inſtead of throwing ſo many Greek Fa- 
| thers at one another's heads, they had but chanced to reflect 
on the ſenſe of one Greek word, ANEIPIA, that it fig- 
nifies both Iv FINIT y and 16NORANCE, this ſingle egui- 
pocation might have ſaved them ten thouſand, which they 
expended in carry ing on the controverſy. However, thoſe 
Miſts, that magnified the Scene, enlarged the Character of 
the Combatants: and no body expecting common ſenſe on 
a ſubje& where we have no ideas, the defects of dulneſs 
diſappeared, and 1ts advantages (for, advantages it has) 
were all provided for. | | 
I The worſt is, ſuch kind of Writers ſeldom know when 
to have done, For, writing themſelves up into the ſame 
deluſion with their Readers, they are apt to venture out 
into the more open paths of Literature, where their repu- 
tation, made out of that tuff, which Lucian calls £x;ro; 
3A6xeooc, Preſently falls from them, and their nakedneſs - 
appears. And thus it fared with our two Worthies, The 
World, which muſt have always ſomething to amuſe it, 
was now in good time grown weary of its play-things, and 
catched at a new object that promiſed them more agrea- 
ble entertainment, Tindal, a kind of Baflard Socrates, 
had brought our ſpeculations from Heaven to Earth: and, 
under the pretence of advancing the Antiquity of Chriſti- 
anity, laboured to undermine its original. This was a 
controverſy that required another management.Clear ſenſe, 
ſevere reaſoning, a thorough knowledge of prophane and 
ſacred Antiquity, and an intimate acquaintance with hu- 


£5 


[| 78 The Dux Ap. Book IV. 
Lo! thy dread Empire, CHAos ] is reſtor'd ; | 
Light dies before thy uncreating word : - 

Thy hand, great Anarch ! lets the curtain fall; 655 
And Univerſal Darkneſs buries All. | 
REMARK S. | 
man Nature, were the qualities to determine upon this 
Queſtion. A very unpromiſing adventure for theſe me- 
taphyſical nurſelings, bred up under the ſhade of chimeras, 
Yet they would needs venture out. What they got by it 
was only to be once well laughed at, and then forgotten. 
But one odd circumſtance deſerves to be remembered; tho? 
they wrote not, you may be ſure, in concert, yet each 
attacked his Adverſary at the ſame time, faſtened upon 
him in the ſame place, and mumbled him juſt in the ſame 
manner. But the ill ſucceſs of this eſca pe ſoon brought 
them to themſelves. The One made a fruitleſs effort to 
revive the old game, in a diſcourſe on The importance of 
the Doctrine of the Trinity; and the Other has been ever 
tince, till very lately, rambling in s PAE. | 
This ſhort hiſtory, as inſignificant as the ſubjeQs of it 
are, may not be altogether unuſeful to poſterity, Di- 
vines may learn by theſe examples to avoid the miſchiefs 
done to Religion and Literature thro' the affectation of be- 
ing wiſe above what is written, and knowing beyond 

* what can be underſtood. | 

VER, 050. 4nd wnaxwares Morality expires, | It ap- 
pears from hence, that our Poet was in very different ſen- 
timents from the Author of the Characteriſtics, who has 
written 2 formal treatiſe on Virtue, to prove it not only 
real but durable, without the ſupport of Religion. The 
word «naxvcares alludes to the confidence of thoſe men 
who {uppote that Morality would flooriſh beſt without it; 
and con'equently to the ſurpriſe ſuch would be in (if any 
ſuch there are) who indeed love Virtue, and yet do all 
they can to root out the Religion of their Country. 
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Mi I N D E X. 


— His Death threaten'd by D. Smedley, bid. 
but afterwards advis'd to hang himſelf, or cut his 
Throat, ibid. To be hunted down like a wild Beaſt, 
by Mr. Theobald, ibid. unleſs hang'd for Treaſon, 
on Information of Paſquin, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Curl, 
and Concanen, ibid. | 

Poverty, never to be mention'd in Satire, in the opi- 
nion of the Journaliſts and Hackney Writers — The 
Poverty of Codrus, not touch'd upon by Juvenal, 
ii. 144. When, and how far Poverty may be fati- 
rized, Letter, p. 8. Whenever mentioned by our 
Author, it is only as an Extenuation and Excuſe for 
bad Writers, ii. 282 - _ | 1 

Perſonal abuſes not to be endur'd, in the opinion of 
Mr. Dennis, Theobald, Curl, &c. ii. 142 

Perſonal abuſes on our Author, by Mr. Dennis, Gildon, 
&c. ibid, —— By Mr. Theobald, Tzf.—— By Mr. 
Ralph, iii. 67, — By Mr. Welſted, ii. 199 —— 
By Mr. Cooke, ii. 130 —— By Mr. Concanen, iii. 

300. — By Sir Richard Blackmore, ii. 258 —— 
By Edw. Ward, iii. 34.— and their Brethren, 


 paſim 
Perſonal abuſes of others. Mr. Theobald of Mr. Den- 
nis for his Poverty, 1. 104. Mr. Dennis of Mr, 
Theobald for his Livelihood by the Stage, and the 
Law, i. 282. Mr. Dennis of Sir Richard Black- 
more for Impiety, ii. 268. D. Smedley of, Mr, 
Concanen, ii. 130. Mr, Oldmixon's of Mr. Euſ- 
den, i. 102. ——|Of Mr, Addiſon, ii. 283. Mr. 
Cook's of Mr. Euſden, i. 102 . 

Politics, very uſeful in Criticiſm, Mr. Dennis's, i. 104. 
ü. 415 5 

Pilhry, a poſt of reſpect, in the opinion of Mr. Curl, 

I. 34 5 | 

— and of Mr. Ward, ibid. 


4 
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NU "th. 


Plagiary deſcribed, ii. 47, &c. 


Priori, Argument a priori not the beſt to prove a God, 


iv. 465 
Poverty and Poetry, their Cave, i. 33 3 
Profaneneſs, not to be endur'd in our Author, but very 
allowable in Shakeſpear, i. 48 | 
Party-Writers, their three Qualifications, ii. 276 
Palmers, Pilgrims, iii. 114 


Pindars and Miltons, of the modern ſort, iii. 165 


Q 


Quvzxno, his Reſemblance to Mr. Cibber, ii. 25, Wept 
for joy, ibid. So did Mr. C. i. 239 | 


R 


Reſemblance of the Hero to ſeveral great Authors, 
To Querno, ut ſupra —— to Settle, iii. 37, 
To Banks and Broome, i. 144 

Round-houſe, ii. prop. 1 | 

RAL EH (James) iii. 167. See Sawney. 

Rooms and HoRN Ek, iii. 153 


8 
Shakeſpear, to be ſpell'd always with an e at the end, 


i. 1. —— but not with an e in the middle, ibid. 
An Edition of him in Marble, iid. — mangled, 
altered, and cut by the Players and Critics, i. 132. 

—— yery ſore ſtill of Tibbald, ibid. | 
Sepulchral Lyes on Church-Walls, 1. 43 2 
SETTLE (Elkanah) Mr. Dennis's Account of him, iii. 
7. And Mr. Welſted's, ibid. Once preferred to 
ryden, iii. 37. A Party-writer of Pamphlets, ibid: 

E 2 


rr I N D E x 
| and iii 286. A writer of Farces, and. Drolls, and 
employ d at laſt in Bartholomew-Fair, ii. 286 

"Sawney, a Poem: The wad 8 Nr W 

| Claſſical Learning, 4,1 171 * | x 
—— In Languages, iii. 166 

— His Praiſes of himſelf aboye Mr. Addiſon, * 
Sæviſi of Heaven, who they are, ii. zbo 1 
Silenus deſcribed, iv. 489 ns e ON 
Scholiaſts, iii. 192. iv. 206, 220, 224 IT 
Supperleſs, a miſtake concerning this word ke fight 
with reſpect to Poets and other temperate Students, 


L 113. 
Sevenfala Face, who maſter of it, i. 240 2008 
3 Soul (the vulgar Soul) its office, iv, 435 Oo 
| Schools, their homage ** to Dulneſs, , and in what, 
' iv. 150, &c. 5 
| T 


T:iBBALD, not Hero of this Poem, 138 public 
an edition of Shakeſpear, i. 131. Author, ſecretly, 


and abettor of Scurrilities againſt wr P. Vid. Tefti 
monies, and Lift of Books. 


Thule, a very Northern Poem, Puts ot. a. * 1 
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275 2 
Tay lors, a gg6d word for them, againſt Poets and ill 
: Paymaſters,*41. 118 

. * * it by Mr. bern . 

112 

eie 1 115 its —— iv. 287, de 
1 p | | 1 5 Fr IM 2 
= | Verbal Critics. Two. Points always to be granted 
= +* qe, 1 1. | 


8 the City of, for what famous, "i iv. 30 
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INDEX ber 
Univerſity, how to paſs thro it, iv. 247, 283 
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Warp (Edw.) a Poet and Alehouſe-keeper in Moor- 
fields, i. 229, —— What became of his 1 

—— His high opinion of his Nameſake, and his re- 
ſpect for the Pillory, iii. 34 

WeLsTeD, (Leonard) one of the Authors of the 

Weekly Journals, abuſed our Author, &c. many 

years — ü. 20). Taken by Dennis for a Di- 

dapper, ibid. The Character of his Poetry, iti. 


170 
Weekly Journals by whom written, ii. 280 
Whirligigs, iii. 57 


Wizard, his Cup, and the ſtrange Effects fi it, iv. 
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Dennis, Remarks on Pr. ARTHUR, 


Cannot but think it the moſt. y-aſoneb/e thing in 
the world, to diſtinguiſn good writers, by diſcourag- 
ing the bad. Nor is it an i//-natured thing, in relation 
even to the very per/ors upcn whom the reflections are 
made. It is true, it may deprive them, a little the 6 
fooner, of a fbort profit and a tranſitory reputation; but 
then it may have a good effect, and oblige them (before 
it be too late) to decline that for which they are ſo very 
arfit, and to have recourſe to ſomething in which they 
may be more ſucceſsful. 3 1 
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CHaracTrR of Mr, P. 1716. 


& | 

THE Per/ſozs whom Boilean has attacked in his 

writings, have been for the moſt part Authors, and moſt 

+  . of thoſe Authors, Poets: And the cenſures he hath paſſ- 
ed upon them have been confirmed by all Europe. 
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GIL DON Pref. to his NEW REBEARSAL. 


IT is the common cry of the Poetaſters of the town, 
=”. and their fautors, that it is an i/}-natured thing to ex- 
_ pu tu Pretenders to wit and poetry. The Judges and 
= _ Magiſtrates may with full as good reaſon be reproached 
= with Ill nature for putting the Laws in execution againſt 

a Thief, or Impoſtor. — The ſame will hold in the re- 


* 


3 1 


public of Letters, if the Critics and Judges will let e- 4 
very ignorant pretender to ſcribling, paſs on the world. 


THeEOBALD, Letter to Miſt, June 22, 1728, 


ATTACKS may be levelled, either againſt Fail. 
ures in Genius, or againſt the Preten/ions of <vriting 
awvithout one. 


- Concantn, Ded. to the Author of the 
E . . Dunciap. 


A Satyr upon Dulzeſs is a thing that has been ſed 
and allowed in All Ages, | 


„ | | | 
Oat of thine 'own Mouth will I judge thee, wicked 
: 47 Senibler! 
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| "6 2 
>? 1. Note on At 14%. line 8. Ge 194 read «od . 
ib. ii. 5-17. for of | long "wige,. of bags — read, 
long wigs, in bags. 
Lib. ii. Note on y 282. lin. 12. for Caufe of Poetry. 
and Poverty, read, Cave —— 2 
Lib. iii. Note on * 5; 6., at the end of 
put the Name of Sck1BLERUS., | : 0 
Lib. ut. 1 54. for mix, read mix'd.. 
y 276. on held, read æuith- bell. 1 7 
Lib. iv. » 612. fo Mits have emorieg and 
Dulneſß none, read, Dances _ e . > 5 


Lib. iv. 7 633. for ber, read theirs.” 
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